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Message of the Teachings 


Part One 

])enr truthful brothers, Lh.c basic elements of our covenant are 
teii; .so grasp their meanings and memori ae them. They are tonv 
prehension* devotion, action, (Jihad) sacrifice, obedienoc, perser- 
verance, resolutoness, brotherhood , and trush 

(A) By Comprehenwion l mcan l.hat you shuuld be certain 
Ihat tmr cause ia in full agreement with the princi ples of Islam T 
and that you should understafid 

d Islam as wc understand 1 1 within the bounds of the folio w mg 
tvvcnty eontise principles. 

1. Islam i s a cornprehenslve system which deals with alt spheres 
of life, H is a State and a homeland (o r a govemment and art umma). 
It is morality and power (or mercy and justice). 

!t is a c u Itu re and a law (or knowledge and jurisprudence). It. is 
material and weallh (or gain and prosperity t It is (Jihad) and a coli 
(or army and a cause). And Jinally, it is truc belief and worship, 

2. The gloiious Quran and the puri Red tradition (Sunna)ofthe 
Prophet (peace bc u pon h i m) a re the referen ce s of every Muslim for 
the realization of the rules of Islam. The Quran c a n be understood 
according to the principles of the Arabic language withnut affectation 
or co n tro versy, and the Sunnn can be accjuired by reference to Lbe 
trustworth transmilters of H adi t h (collected sayings of the Prophet). 

3. Truc bel i d’, pro per worship, and Jihad in the Way of Allah 
have Hght and warmth that Allah casts i n the hearts of whomever He 
chooses from anteng Ilis servants* Bu t inspirations, not ion s, 
revelations, and visi ons arc? not authentic referen o fbr Islamic 
Law, and therefore should not be given any congideration exccpt 
when they do not eonfhct with the aut.hentic rtiferences and 
estabtished principles of Islam. 



4, Taliaroans, incantations, geomancy, gnosis, forliinetelling, 
arrogation of knowledge ofthe nn&ccn, and similar pracl.u'ts iim all 
detested atmcities Ihrtl mual be fcughL, evcGpl- what is mentioned 
in the Quran or Lransmitted to lis as an authcntic incantalinn ul’ 
the PropheL tpeace be upon himj. 

5, The opinion nf Imam or his deputy i y aoceptable i n matters 
which a re n f proven benefit t o the publie, pravidcd that his opinion 
does not confliel with any establlished prindple of Talam. In tim 
regard,, the opinion ofthe T m ain is allnwed to marginally dtlTer from 
similar preeedmg ndings by virtue of ehangmg cireumstanoea, 
customs, and convenlions of the socieLy, 

G. The opinion li 1‘ cveryone estcepl the infallihle Pro ph c l (peate 
be upon btm.i, i s liable to c hangus and modifications, AJI that has 
reached u s of the opimons and rulings ofthe righteous carly Muslims 
i s acceptabta Ui ua as Inng ns i t is i n agrcement with the Quran 
and the Sunnn. In case nf riisagreement, the Book of Allah ;ind the 
practice o f Hifi Apostle are more deserving n f nur adhercnco. 
However, w e do nol criticize or attaek any of tho&e individual*; who 
w e re in diMogreemont, smce we do nol know what the i r inlenliuns 
were nor Llie e t reuni stan ces that necessitated their decision. 

7. Every Muslim who reaehes the level of u nders tanding the 
agruments n i' legal deduclion and jurisprudence i s encouvaged to 
investigate the worka of the four great Imams of lslamie 
jurisprudence and soe which of them attracLs him mosi.. With the 
helfj of (bu argumen t s of that Imam urut the proven opinions of 
trustworthy workers ol' his own age, he shoulri be able lo increfisc: 
his knowledge of Islnmic Law and Hud the Islam Sc Solutions to the 
contemporary probkems of his socieLy Thuse Muglims who are 
unable to do so are rulvised to ex.ert the necessary efforts to acquire 
such a level of understanding, 

S. DilTcrenccs i n opinion regard i ng secondary matters should nol 
be allowed ui couso iliviyion, contention, or halred vvithin the ranks 
of the Mualims, To every seeker of knowlodge is a rewurri. lu tases 
of disagreernent, however, Lhere Is mi htirm in objectivc sciontilic 
investigatiori in an atmosphere oflove (for the sake of Allah) and 
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ccoperation with the aim of realizing The truth. Fanatidsm. 
obstinaey, and controversy have no place among true Muslima. 

9, Wasting time and eflbrl. m investigating trivial matters Lhat 
w UI nnt. lead to action i s pruhibited i n lftlam. T'his category ineludes 
debating min u 1 1 ' aspects of rulings in cases which havc nevcr 
occurred, investigating the mesning of thc Quranic verses which 
arc still beyond the scnpe of human knuwkrdge (the mutashabihat 
verses), and differentiating betwecn the companions fSahabah) of 
the Prophet o r investigating the instanceH of disagreement fchat 
ton k place among Lhem. Every Sahabi (m n y Allah be pleaaed wilh 
thcm all) has thc ltonour and distinction of heing a companion of 
the Messenger of Allah (peace be u pon him)„ and to each i s thc 
recotnpense o f his mtitivee. 

10, Recognizing AJIah’s cTiistcnce (may Ile be ejcaUed)* believing 
in His oneness t and glortfying Him are L h e musl sublim e beliefs of 
Islnm, We believe i n the Quranic verscs and aulhcntic trndilions of 
the Prophet (poace be upon h S ml which dcscribe the exalted 
attribut.es of AUah and glorify His name. Wo ulso believe in the 
allegorical (mutashabihaL) Quranio verscs, which serve Ih i s samc 
purposC) with o a t rejecting any part of t hem or attempting to 
interpret them on our own. We stand aloof from the disagreenient 
which exists aninng the theologians concerning l.hese verses; we are 
satisfied with adopling the attitude of the Prophet {peace be upon 
him) and his companions: "And those w h o are ostablished in kmiw- 
ledge say: l We believe i n the Book; the whole ofU is from our Lord* 

11. Every innovatioii intruduced by Lho pcrhplt 1 ! into the Religion 
of Allah on the groimds i ilieir whirrts and without authentie 
tbundation, whothcr by rulding to thc phnciplos of Islam or taking 
(mm them, is considered n seri aus deviation from the path of truth 
and mus t thercforc be ftnigtit and abolished by ’he bea t means 
w h teh do not Eead to w o r s e deviations. 

12. Thcre i s a dilTcrencc of upinion regarding in nova ti ons which 
do not contrndict established Islami c prindples. such as praising 
Imam s and reUgious figures with pronouncements nf tlieir credibility 
and bin di n g peoplc to acts of wor&hip la U open to nne J s choice. W e 
rulopl what can be mnlirmcd by sounf.1 evidencc 
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l?i. Love nf pious people, respecting them, and hnnouring their 
righteous aehifivenients brings one closer to Allah (may He be 
esalted), However, one shoulcl not extend this to other than the 
favourites of Allah who are describcd in Lho Qurnnic vorse: £l thosc 
who bdieved and were fearful of Allah”, Hunour and prestise orc 
thte to them with the conditions preseribed in the Islam i t: La w, bn t 
\vc musl firmly bulievc that ihey (may Allah be pleased with them) 
had no power ovcr their nwn Tatefi and, thcreby, carmot avail or 
harm anyone after their death. 

14, ViRiting gravesif.63 and lomb.s i*i a n aulhentic Snnna i f done 
in the manner preseribed by the Prophet tpeace be u pon himl Bu t 
seeking the help of the dead, whomever they may be. appealmg to 
them, asking them to fulfill certain requests, vowing to them. and 
swearing with their naines instead of the namc of Allah aro nll 
gross a trofi li es that musl be Ibnght, n o matter what the gkcuhcs 
are. Building high lomba. covering them with curtains, illuminating 
them, and throwing one ’b body on them are evil innovations that 
are» equally prohibited, 

15, There i s a differcncc of opinion regarding the use of the 
liiimes of the favourites o T Allah in supplication, However, this Es a 
matter uf secondary importEmce and do es not per lain to t.lie 
fundamental s of the Islami c beheis. 

16 , Erroneoufi praetiees of the people should be restrained 
irrespwilive of" the names or titlea under wbich Ihey may be 
disguised. If something oontradicts an Islamic prmctple i n its 
essenee, i t shonld be opposod wlthout regard Lo what people call il, 
In Islam, eonsideration ia gtven to the itigmfieance and meaning n f 
a p po liati ons and not to the appcJlatiens themselves. 

17, Belief is the basis of aetion. Sincere jntentions ai-e more 
important than good aetions with bad or n o intentions, Ilowever, 
the Muslim is urged to a t La i n improvement i n bot h spheresi 
purification of the heart and performa n ue o f righteous deeds. 

1S. Islam 1 i beroles the inind, urges eon lem plat i o n of the 
universe, honours Science and seienlists, and wcloomes all that i s 
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good and beneficial to rnankmd: “W belum is the objective of the 
bel i e ve r. Wherever he finds it, he is mnre deserving tu it,” 

19. Tslamic principles may be cvident o r unccrtain, as a re pure 
scientific principles. The evident principles o f the two classes will 
never conflict; that is, i t is impossible for an est&blished scientiflc 
faet to contradict an authentic Islam ic principle, However, thjs 
may happen ifone or both of them are uneertain. Ifone of the m is 
uncertain, then it should be reinterpreted so as to remove the 
contradiction. lf both are uncertain, then the uncertain Jslamic 
prineipb' Ehould be given proeedence over the uncertain scientific 
n oti on unti I the latteris proven. 

20. Never label as an unbeliever (kafir) any Muslim w h n has 
confessed the two declarations fshaharlah) of faith, acts accnrdingjy 
anti performs the obligatory ffard) dihias of Islam unlcss he clearly 
professes the word of unbelief, refiises to acknowledge a fundamental 
principle of Islam, belies the verses o f the Quran, or cftmmits an 
evident act o T unbelief. 

If you T dear brothers, underatand your religion according to 
these twentv principles, then you will hftve perceived the mesming 
of your slogan: “The Quran is our constitution, and the Prophet is 
our model’ 7 . 

(B) By DEVOTION I moian that a Muslim brother should 
dadicate his savings, work, and Jihad for the sake of' Allah and the 
attainment. of His plcasure and good reward without seeking 
recognition or antici pating any gain, honour, title, o r advancement 
in this world. Only then, riear brothers, uan you become ideological 
fighters rather than fighters with world !.v purposes and interests: 
' ; Sav: Truly, my prayers and my sncriRces, rny hfe and mv death 
are all ftir Allah, Lord oM.he worlds, No partner has He This I ain 
commanded.'’ Thus, you nnw underatand the meaning oT your 
slogans: '‘Allah is our goal" and "Allah is Supreme, and all praise i s 
due to Him.” 

(C) By ACTION I mean the fruit of knowledge and devolion: 
"And say: ‘Work righteousness, for soon will Alkth, His Apostle, 
and the believers observe your work. And soon will you be brought 


9 



back to tbe Knciver u f w hal i s h i d den and what i s open. the n will 
He show y o u the tnil.li of all that yon did.' r Our gincere brothers 
a re requested to work aceording to the folio wing stepa: 

]. Reforming the self. A Muslim should strive to attain a 
strcng bndy, good character, cultered thourght, correct belief, and 
Ime worship. He should b e able ln earn his own living, improve hi$ 
own condition, and solve bis own problema. He should be careful 
a bon t his t i m e, organiaed iu his affairs, and willing to oflfer hclp 
and Service to otbers. These cotnprise the duties of every Muslim 
as a n individual. 

2. Establishing an Islami*" home. A Muslim should hiduce 
bis family to respect his ideology and observe tbe Islami e marmer*? 
in all aspects o(' liome life. He should bc wise in selecting his wife 
and should advifje her about her rights and obiigntions. Ile should 
b ring up his children, and other household members under his 
supervisi o n, acenrding to the principles of Islam. These , too T are 
the duties of' everv individual Muslim. 

3 . Instruuting and guiding the soeiely by spreading the 
eall of righfceousness, Fighting atrocities and detestful things, 
encouraging virtue, enjoining all ihat is good, helping the people, 
tryircg to win the public o pin ion to the si.de of' islam, and observing 
the Islam i c prineiples in all aspects of public life. Thits i w Ih e duty 
oT the individual brothers as well as the jarrtaat (community) as a 
working unit, 

4. Liberation of the bomeland from all unlslamic or foreign 
cnntrnl, whether political, economic, or ideological. 

5. Refortning the government so that it may become o truly 
Ulamic government, performing as a servant to the nation i n the 
intorest of the people, By Islam i c govemment 1 mean a govemment 
whose ofhcers are Muslims who perform the obligatory duties o f 
Islam, who do not .show any si gus o f rebeltion against the evident 
Islamif principles T and who work and cxccute theirplans according 
to Islam ic teachings. 
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The Islami c government may utilizo Lhe Services c i’ non- Muslim w, 
wlien necessary, i n offices other than those of loadership. There is 
flesibility in Islam as to the shapt? and detail ed atructure of the 
government, as lon g as the government is i n agreemenl with the 
general principles of the Islam i c system of rule, 

The Islumic government should be ccmscious of its heavy 
responsibility, compassicmate to the people, careful abon t p ubi e g 
J iitids, and jusi, and hohest i n its policies, 

The Islamic government i s obltged to main t ain peace and order, 
enforce the Islam ic La w, spread education, provide militaiy security, 
protect public health, oversee public Utilities, develop the resnurces 
of the land, guard the public treasury, strengthcn the morals of the 
people, and spread the eall of Islam. 

If the government perforins all of the above mentioned dutiea, 
i t is incumbent u pon the people i.n be obedienl and loyal to i t and 
to co opera tc with it by p laci n g the] r wealth and expertise at its 
disposal On (.he other hand, if the government ncglects its duties 
and fatls shnrt of its responsibilites, then i t w i 11 bc the duty of the 
people to First advise and guide, then to dismiss and remove the 
government, for ‘No obedience is d u e Li aereature who is disobedient 
tih t.he Gneator." 

(t Rdbuilding the International prominence of' the Islami c 
Lmma by liberating its landa, reviving its ginrious heritage, 
bringing eloser the cultures of its region s, and uniting its countri.es 
so ihai one Islami c Caliphate msy be eatablished, 

7. Instructing the worid ahmit the Isiamic ideology by 

spreading lho call o f J^kim to all corners o f the globe “unti I t.herc is 
nn more tumult or oppression and the Roligipn of Allah prevails" 
“Allah will not allow bu t that His Light should prevaib" 

The responsibility for the la st four stepa tblls upon the jamaat 
as a whole and upon eveiy Muslim brother because of his member- 
ship in the jamaat, The prograrnme as a whole is ambitious and 
larreaching and, indeed, involvos great responsi bil i L ies. Other peopk: 
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may consider it drcams and imagmations, but we see it as a realify. 
We shall ncver despair, for o u r f&ith i n Allah s s limitlcss. “Allahb 
decree will always prevaih but most among mankind Itnow it not." 

(D) liy (Jihad) l mean that divinoly ordained obligation which 
i& rcflccted i n the following sayingof the Messenger o f Allah ipeaee 
be u pon h i m.) and which Muslima are to carry out until the Day of 
Judgement: “Whoever clios without struggling i n the Way of Allah, 
ur wishing to do so, dies a Fre-Istamic Jahiliya dealh” TLs weakeat 
degree i s the heart’a abhorrence of evil, and lts hjgliest degree Ls 
fighling m the Way of Allah. Between Ihese two degrees are 
numerou3 fbrms of jihad* including struggling with the tongne, 
pen, or hand, and speakinga vvord of truth to a tyrannical ruler. 

No call survives without diligent Jihad. The more sublime and 
comprehensive the call, the greater a re the difticultics i n its way, 
the higher i £ the price required for adherring to it, and the morn 
gencrtuia 'm the rewaitl given to it^ upholders. “And strive i n the 
Way of Allah as is suitabie for it.” Thua, tlear brothers, you 
understancl the meaning of ynur slogan “Jihad i s nur means" 

{E} By SACRIFfCE l mean giving one's self, wealth, time* 
energy* and everything else for the cause of Talam. There ia n o 
Jihad without sacrifice, nur will there be Kacrifice without gen era u s 
reward from Allah. Those who renege and o iler n o sacrifice are 
sinners: “Allah has purchased of the believers the i r person s and 
their goods* fbr Lheira in relura is Paradiae." 

£ ‘Say: f f it be that you r foLhers, sons, brothers, mates* or kinsmen: 
the wealth that yon have gained; the eommerce i n which you tear a 
dedine; u r the dwellings i n which you ctclighl are duarer to you 
than Allah and FTis Apostle u r the Jihad in Ifia cause, then wait 
until Allah brings about His Deciginn, and Allah guirles not the 
rebellicus.” 

“Nothing could they suffer or do without having it recknned to 
their credit as a dccd or righteousness, whether they sulfered thirst, 
fatigue, or hunger in the Gmise of Allah; walked paths that rnised 
the i re of the unbehevors; u r received nny injury whatever from an 
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enemy* Allah docs not suRer the reward oflhose whu do gooc! w be 
losl.” <l So if you show obedicnce, Allah will grant you a goodly 
reward," Tlius dt^Lir brothers, you miderstand the meaning of y aur 
slogan: “Death i n the Way of Allah i s our mosi, cherished as p kation' 

t F} By OliEDIENCE 1 mean full rompi kuice with the com- 
mands of the leadership and prompt executjon of these comitiands i n 
difFieulty and prospurity, whclhr r thoir implrmentation i* pJeasant 
or unpleasant. 

Nuto, dear Brothers, tbat. the Islam ie call passos through Uitcc 
difFerenl phases: 

1. I’mc la matian: 'l'his involves propagniing the general eoncepis 
of the Islamic message aniong the people. (n this phase tho call is 
directed through admifiisLralive uni t, s and is ex prosa ed through 
Eodal Service s, Tls method i m sometimes preaching and teachmg, 
and sometimes establishing heneficial institut ion s fbr the publie. 

AH branches nf the Muslim Brptherhond orgamstaticn today 
represent this phase of the calh Thoir work is governed by the 
bylaws of the organization, and Lheir methods o f work a re exptamed 
in the j □maaf s publications. 

Participation i n the call in titis phase i s not [imked lu membera, 
Anyone ean contact the jaman t and r, a ke part i n our effhrts if ho 
agrees wilh our objeutives iind promises to adhere to our principles. 

Ahsolute obedionce as not incumbenl upon members and 
a^suciates in tliis phase. Respecting the general p r i n c: i p les o f the 
jemaat and abiding by its rules u re the main recpiirenriontB. 

2. Formation: This is achieved by selecting and consolidating 
thuse members who can bear the bu ide n of jihad. The training in 
this phase comprises spiritual rofinement and military preparatinm. 
The motto of this phase is “command and obedience" without 
hesilatioti, verification, suspicion» <sr opposition. The mode of work 
is represented by the Brotherhood butlaliuns and is regulated hy 
the message of "The I J rogram f n n d the p r esc n t m cssage . 
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The movement workerfi m this pluise shciuld be oi’ very high 
quality. Orly those w b (j havc thoroughly prcpared themsetvcs f 'or a 
krngand tedious Urnggle wiJl be aliawed tnjoiri, The first indicatinn 
oflhis preparedness is total obedience. 

3 . implcmcntation; The mode of wdrk i n this phase is un- 
conipromising Jihad and persistent elfort i n pursuit o f the objective. 
The c"ill herc iw a [remendfius triaJ which c&n be withstood ani, v by 
the truthful ones. 1 n this phase also, success ennot be attaincd 
without total obedience lu the leadership. 

Hy joining a hatta! ion, acceptingthe meRsage herein, and making 
this covenant, dear brothers, yon adv&ncc lo the second level and 
eome dose tu the tbird, So„ fully evaluate the responsibilities w h teh 
you have undertaken, and prepare yonrsellTur Iheir fulfilfment. 

(G) Ry perseverance i mean thal Lho Muslim brother 
per sis t p i n his Jihad Ln achievo his goal, mi matter how far t bn 
term estends, um.il he meets Allah i n this State nf Jihad, Thus» he 
wtll curne Lu either of two great ends - vietory, or martyrdom in the 
Way of Allah. “A mang the behevers are m h n who havc beo n Lrue r o 
their covennnt with Allah. Of theta, som e have bean martyred i n 
the Way of Allah, and some stiil wail ibr the same late, never 
having ehanged their determination in the luasi. 1 ' Sccia) remedy 
needs time, and patience is one of our mean s. The road is long, the 
goal i s far, and the obfitaeles are indeed numerous. Bui i(; i s the 
only road that leads lo the reahzatirm of our goal in this life and 
leads lo the besi, of rewards in the Hereafter. 

Each of the preceding six measuros needs careful planning, 
amplc preparat .ion, and precise exeeution. We must seize ail poesible 
opportunities, but everylhing lakes time ln aehieve: <f They rs k: 
‘Wben w i 1 i that be?’ -Sayr l Maybe i t will be quilc soon. 1 ' 

(II) By RESOIUTICNIISS [ mean that you commit yourself to 
you r ideolegy and a bando n all olher principles. This i s beeause 
y our ideolugy i s loflier and more worthy than ail other ideologi es: 
"IL was rather the very baptism nf Allah, f h r, who is better than 
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Allah in Baptism?” (Q 2: 138) There ts tbr yon an excellenl example 
in Ibrahim and thosc wiih him when they said t o their people: “We 
are elear of you and o f whatever yon worahip bos i dos Allah. We 
havc rejeeted you, and enmity and hosiility has arjsen between us 
forever, uriless you believe i n Allah and Him alcme/ L 

To the sincerc» devnut brothers, the peoplc nre o i' scven 
eategorles: Mujahid Musti ms. reluctant Muslim, sinning Muslims, 
nomMuslims living pcacefully under the Islamic La w i n a Muslim 
staU: (i, o. Dhimmiesf non-Mnslims haring treaties wiih Muslim 
states f neutral nomMustims, and non-Muslims at war with Muslim 
staies. Euch group has ily mvn status with i n the Islamic La w, and 
accordingly, we should j udgo caeh individual o r inatituljon with i n 
t ha t context to detormine the appropriate action. 

(I) By BROT1IERHOOIJ f rnean that our hearts and spiriLs 
should be united by the bon d of beiief. Common bolicf i s the firmest 
and most precious of all bonds, True brntherhood is the compankm 
ol'faith, and division is the companion of unbelicf. Unity prudueew 
strength, bu t t. hero cammt be unity w i the u t love. The lnwest degree 
of love is purity of intentions and unspitcTulness of the hcart; the 
highest degree of love i s complete selflessness: “And those saved 
from the covetousness of thetr own sottls are the o n es that achieve 
prosperity." 

The truthful brother considers his brother’s interests more 
important than his own, This i s because the j amani ceui aurvivc 
with er without. him. while he can nnty survive wj£h the jamaat. 
"The? wolf preys u pon t h o shecp that stray from the flock. 1 ' “The 
believers are liku a solid structure wliose puris suppnrt one 
another," “The believing men and the believing women arc helpers 
and Protcctors of onc another.” Similarly, this is how we should be, 

(cJ> And by TRUST 1 mean that the soldiers have profound 
oonfidence i n their eommander's competence and sincerity, This 
eonfidence should bc the resull o f love, csteem, rcspcct, and 
obedience: “B u t no, by you r Lord, they can h ave n o real faith unti] 
they refer to you i n all di s pu tes between t hem, mi d then find i n 
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their seuls no resist&nce aguinwt your decisions, accepting them with 
the fullest cnnvietiorL.” 

The leader i s a n Emportant part u T the movement, for the re 
cannot be a movement without leadership. The atrength of the 
jamaat, llie perfection o f its plans, the succche i n achieving its 
goals and overeoming diflkuJties rtnd obstacles are all in proportion 
to the dcgrco of trust between the m ember s and their ieadership: 
“Bu t more fitting for t hem was to obey and say what it just” 

In the Mualim Brothurhuod movemenf the leader has the rights 
of'a father by virl.ue of bis cor dini reiatinnship to the bmtherliood, 
the rights of a teacher by virtue of his cducational aid to them, the 
rights of a preacher b.v virtue of his contribulion to their spiritual 
advancement, and the rights of a cnmmander by virtue of his 
politieal leadership. Con5equentIy t confidence in the leadership is 
the cornerstone of our movement's sucoess, 

Therefnre, truthful brothers, you mus L ask yourselves the fol- 
lowing questions 1 so ihat you may know the degree of confidence in 
your leadership. 

1, Havu y uli auquaintod yoursclf with your leader and gained 
somc knu'rvlcdge about the relevani aspects ofhis lifb? 

2, Are you cnnfident about his competence and sincerity? 

3, Are you ready to promptly and precisely earry out his orders 
without hesitalion or argumen t, except i n riisobedience to Allah? 
And whenever necessary, are you ready Lo offer advice or correction? 

4, Are you ready to conaider your leador’s opinion righl and 
your opinion w tong when they disagree on matters that are not 
deci3ively determined i n the Quran and Sunna? 

5, Are you ready Lo pitl all your rusouroes at the disposal of Lho 
leadership and givo preference to the interes L o f the movement 
over your own interes t? 

By answering these questions, doa r l>rolhers f you will Ik? able 
tu judge your relationship with your leader and evaluate your trust 



in him, However* we cuncede that, uli henrts arc in thc Hands o f 
Allah, and He changes Lhi:m as PTe pluawew: “Nol if you had apent 
all that ia in the earth cpuld you have producod that afTcclion. but 
Allah has done iL h tor He i s Ejiidted i n Might, Wise.” 
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Part Two 


Dcar truthful brothera* your acceptance of this cnvenant nbliges 
yon lo l'ulfill the following duties so that you may become strong 
bridts in the structure. 

L Devnte a daily period fa r roading the Book of Allah. Yuu are 
to finish the whole book within a raonth, bot not before three lo 
four riays, 

2. Caref ully recite the Quran t lis ton to it T and ponder nver its 
meanings. Study the purified tradition of the Frophet (peace 

u pon him) and the history ol'the early Mu&lims, as far as your t i m e 
permits. The minimum requtred knowledge nn this subject ts 
contained i n the book The Defender s of Islam. Fn&quenlly re a d the 
eollected saying o f the Messenger of Allah f peace be u pon him) T 
and memorize at least forty hadiths. You aro also tn study a 
disscrtation tm the principles of Islami c beliofs and another on 
! s l aro i c j n ri sp m de nce. 

3. Hasten to have a thorough medical checkup, and gel treated 
fnr any ailments you find in yourfielf. Attach impor Lincir to pliysieal 
fitness an self-defense, and stan d aloof from all causes of' bodilv 
weaknesa. 

4. DoiVt drink too much eoffee, tea, nr other stimulating he- 
verages. Drink them only whcn neoessary. Al&o, abstain conipleLely 
from smoking, 

5. Show inlerest i n the deanliness and tidlness of your home 
and place of work. Be conecrned with the cleanliness of your drcss, 
diet, and person* for Islam was founded on cteanlmess. 

b. Always be truthful,. and never tell al lio. 

7. Fulfill your promises and agreemenls. Nover bruuch a 
covenant, regardless of the circumstances. 

8. Be caurageous and en d uring. The highcst degrees of couragc 
nre ielling fche fcruth in your own disfavour, keeping sccrets, fidmit- 
ling niLHtrike.Sj and controlling yourself when an^ry. 
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9. Always be serious and dignificd, Howtsver, this should nol 
prevent you i'rom smiling or engagmg in tmthful jesting. 

10, Always have bushful, ddicate feelings, Be sensitive to 
beatity and ugliness; the; firul pleases y< m, and thc second pains 
you. Alsn, be modest withnui hurnibation, servility, or adulation. 
J f you demand less than what you descrve, you will receive w ha t 
you deservc. 

1 ]. Aiwa yy bi; cquiUil.ile and ofsound judgemcnt in all situations, 
Never allow anger to make you forgct merils, n o r let afTeclion u ml 
plea&ure blind you to defects, l>o n 1 1 a How d ini) u tes to makc you 
ungratefui. Alwayg speak the truth, m> mattcr how painful it is, 
ever> «fit, is againsl yourself or agoinst the people dearest Lo you, 

12. E o aetive, enorgetic, and skilled in public Services, You 
should feel happy when ynu offer a nervice to another person, You 
should leel compelled to vssit the sirk, assist i he needy, support the 
weak, and gi ve relief to Lho ilhfated, even if it es only a kind word 
of sympathv. Always rusb to do gOC'd deeds. 

13, Be compassionate, gracioosly excusing and forgiving others, 
B e tender, Forbeari ng, and elemen t t o pcople and aninmls* and 
observe good manners w i Ih everyone. Observe Isi ani i c social 
injunttioits. Be mereifuJ to the young and respectful to the uid. 
M uh e re om for ynu r brothers i n meetingsi and gatherings. Do n 't 
spv or backbite. De n 't be n oisy. Always seek permission before 
cntering non-public places, and make n cnurteous exil. 

14, Be profieient. in rcading and writtng. ! H ’reqiiently rcud the 
message of thc Ikbwanul Muslimeen - ils magazines, books and 
nther publications. BstabJish a privatc .library, n o matter how smal 3, 
Detve rieeply intoyour lield tf'you are a specialist in Science or art. 
Acguaint yourself wil.Fi the general Islam i c subjects to the degree 
Vfhich makes you capabic ofibrming general j udgements conceming 
day-to- day problema. 

15. Undertake som e econctmic enterprise, oven i f you are 
weajthy. Try to establish a private bu sineas, regardless of how sniaU 
i t may be or how busy or seseni iflcally oriented you a re. 
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16. Dojft run after goveramenl jnbfi T i 't j r they are the most 
Iimil.ofi sourcea of income, ITowever, tlc n 't reject Lhem unless Lhey 
tatully conflict wjth your elu t i es towards tho movement. 

17. Perfbrm your job i n the best marmer you can, and stan d 
u Ion J’ lrom dishunesty and cheating, Observe your appomtmunts^ 
and never be late f'or work. 

18. 3e amieablo in chuming your dut\ and has t e n l.n give others 
timur duo m fbll, without proerastination. 

19. Keep away from Allah forms of gambling, n o matter what 
the incentive may be. Avnid unlftwful means oflivelihooch regardless 
of what quick profit lies therein. 

20. Avoid Lho practice o f' charging interes t Iri bn) i n all your 
transactions. Purify ynurself from its putri d touch. 

21. Poster IsJamic wealth i n general by encnuruging and helping 
Islami c economit- Institut i t m s, l^e careful a Lio u i your money. Do n 't 
lel it fail i n unlslamic banils, regardless of the eircumstances. Eat 
and wear products of Islamic enterprisos. 

22. Contribute a portion ofyour wenlth bu tho movement. Pny 
ttoUal, oo matter h n w small your ineome i s. anti consider i t Ihe 
innlienablc rightol'tbe poorand deprived. 

2 3. Set as ide a portion oJ’ your income to d e Cray tmforeseeu 
expenses r no matter how amali your income is. and never mdulgu 
i n ext ravagance. 

24. Stnigglu for the revival of forgottcn Islam ie practices and 
tho oh minati» n of practioes alien to Islam i n all arens of life. This 
i n, r lu dos greetings 1 lunguuge, calendar, dress, Household fmmsliings, 
limea of work and rest f tbod and drink. arriving and departing, and 
cxprcssing joy und sorrow, Alivavs refer lu the purilicd Iradition of 
the Frophetipeace be u pon him). 

25. Buycolt non-Islamie courfcs and judiciaJ systoms. Also, 
dissocicito yourscll' from organizations, newspapers t committees, 
jschwl.s, and instilutions which oppose your IsJamic ideoJogy. 

28. Always bef eonscious o f Allah (may H e be uxolted); suek Eiiw 
pluaau rc w Uh determination and resoluteness. Bring yniirself t: laser 
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to Allah (maj He be esalted) by performtng extra night prayers 
Uahajjudj, fasting a t loasl three daya nvery month t oontemplating 
Allah Etncl mentioning His name, and reciting the respected 
su ppl i cati ons of the Prophet (peneo by upon him). 

27. Pcrfect your personal purity and deanltness, and try to 
keep in a State of ablution f wudu) most of the time. 

28. Perfect your prayers- and strive to ^rform (hem within 
their pro per time periods. Also, try to pray i n congregation i n the 
mosque as frcquerit.]y as possdblo- 

29. Fast the whole monlli ofRamndan, and perform pilgrimagiu 
to the Sacred House (Kaa-bnh) if you can afibrd to. If you cannot 
afford to makc Hajj, make it. one ol'thc goals of your lifc and strive 
hard to undertakc it. 

30- Ahvays cherish the inteiuion of jihad and the desire For 
rnartyrdom i n the Way nf Aliah, and aclually prepare yourself 
for that. 

31. RepoatedJy reponl u f w r hat you have wrongly commited„ 
seeking Allah 's forgiveiicss. Try t u avoid cornmitting pardonable 
olTcnces as well as major sins. Devule an hour everv night before 
going to bed for scd^criticisni, reflecting upon tho good or bad 
things you havc do n c Ihneughout. the day. 

32. Strive hard iiguinsf your own soul until it ts under your Fu!l 
control. Lower your glance. oontrol your emotions, and direct your 
sexual urge tn decent and lawful nutlets, absolutely deterring it 
froni desp ised an d u n ! a w fu J □ u 1 1 e ts . 

33. Completely avoid inl.oxieal.ing drinks and eveiything that 
cau&es impairment of the body or dolay of tho inind. 

34. Avoid corrupt f'riends and nvil rumpun ions, Kecp a way froni 
places of i m moral i ty and si n. 

35. Fight to abolish places of play and diverisiun as well as nol 
patronizing them- Avoid luxury and a 11 aspodK ofsoftness and laxity. 

3 G. Introduee yourself and becomc thoroughly acquainted with 
the membera oi’ your bata 13 ion one by one. Perform your dutiea 
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towarda y nur brothers; that i s, love and efcteem them T beli» them, 
prefor them to yourself, and regualry atlend meetings, being 
absen t only beeause of an overpowenng circumstance. Always 
impresa them with yon r bchaviour. 

37. Dissociate youraelf ftom thuse organ izaiions and institut, ions 
with which you feel your eontact is not in ihe in tercat of your 
eause T especially if you are commanded t d do so by yon r leadership, 

38. Propagatc your call evorywherc, Famili a rize your leadership 
with your activities, and never undertake any aetion that will 
seriously affccl the movement without flrst Consulting your 
leadership. Keep yourseli i n oonstant spiritual and practical oontact 
with your call T and always cerna ide r ynurseh' a soldier i n the 
barracks awaiting a command. 

Dear truthful bruthers, that w as a summary of your tali and a 
brief account of the important concepts of your ideology. The 
prindples ouLlined can be eomhined into five ciauses; Allah i h our 
goal; the Messenger i s our model; the Quran i s our constitution; 
jihEtd is nur means; and martyrdom in the Way of Allah is nur aspi- 
ration. These can ha condensed further into five words: modesty, 
recitation (of Quran and Hndith), praycr, military preparedness,, 
and cthics. 

So hold firmly to these teachings, o r else yon will not havc 
diiTicutly Finding a place ainong the frivolous, the lazy, and lhosc 
who Jag behind. On the other h atid, i f you make these teachings 
consistent with the goals of your life and act according to them, 
your reward will he honour in thia life and blessings and divine 
favour i n L-he Tfereafter, You will belong to us, and w e will bolong 
to you. 

Bu t i f you forsake them and ceasc to act according to Lheir 
guidance, there will be no conncction betwecn you and us, oven U’ 
you appear great among us and the people give you the highest 
titles and faremost posi ti ons i n fbe cnuncils. Allah will b ring you to 
a severe account and will ask you about your slockneas and 
inactivity. S o choose for yourse!f t and w e pray to Allah to guide 
and hclp you. 
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“O you who belicvo, shall 1 leacl you to a bargain that wili save 
you from a grievnus penalty? That you believe lu Allah and H i s 
Apnstle and that yon strivc you r utmosl in lho Cause of Allah - 
that will be besi for yuu ( if you but knew. Ke will forgive you r sins 
and admit you to gardena beneath which rivers flow and to 
beautiful mansions in gardens of eternity That i g indeed the 
suprome aehieveroent. And another favnur wili Ha bestow, which 
you do tove - help from Allah and a speedy victary. So givc giad 
tidings to the believens,” 

“O you who believe, be helpers of Allah, desus, the son of Mary, 
sakl fco the disciplos, s Who will be my helpers i n the work o f Allah? 
The disciples said, 4 \Ve are Allah’s helpers!' The n a portion of the 
children of Israel beheved, and a portion disbclieved. But We gave 
power to those who believed against their enemies. and they 
became the ones who prevailed,” 

May the peace, merey, and blessings of Allah be upon you. 
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BETWEEN YESTERDAY AND TODAY 


I Editor’ s Prefacn ] 1 

In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassicmate: 
Praise be to Allah and blessingand salvation to 
Hiu Apostle and lo those who follow h i m. 

The Mualim Brotherhood have published tracls which explain 
their missior», expound the i r ideology, and outline the i r program. 
Thesc Lracts have brought together the bas i c principles underlying 
their mission and i (.s v&rious phases, and have expounded its 
truths and goals. New the reader i s offered Lhis tmet, “Between 
Yesterday and Today," eonccrned wit-h the evolution of the Islam k: 
ideology and its goals. It w as written at the very dawn of this 
ideologi' shortly before t.he outbreak of the Sccond World War, and 
has frequently beerc the subjeet ofdiscugsion ainong the Brotherhood 
since that time. It provides an Gjccellent cxposition of the principles 
o f Islam as well as of the means of introducing refbrms, means 
which i L ouLlinos and advocales. Italso deals briefly with the Islam i c 
State al Ihe begtrming of its rise, when it took the Qur*an f o r its 
constitution and t.he Apostle (May Allah bless and save himl) for 
its model and leader. [(. abu contains an accurate analysis u f' the 
raetors which nndermined this upward movement of the Muslims 
and alterod their condition; and the reader. a L the coiidusiun o f the 
traet, s v J 1 1 fmd som e instructive and pertinent remarks. For at its 
e n d, this timma^ will prosper only thrnugh the means b y which i t 
prospered in its beghmings. 


1 Tht'w namo of Lho oditur oT this uulleutkui of [ lusan al- Brjnna’s Iracb; ts nawhert 
mantioneri. 

- Sol 1 the Glusstny of AraLiiu Tertns, There is nu duubl t hal the editor is 
referring herc tu l.he Uminn Muhanunadivyn, bui H asa n aJ-Bannas usage 
fluntuates unpedidabk betwecn Lhis anti the modem meaning of “imtioir. 
Where it is nbvious ibai he has this lattur moantng m mintl. I have given llu- 
term i n translation- Where i (bel more w luss certain he mearis Lhu Ununa 
Muhammadiyya, I have kcpl the Arabic u [rima. 
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W« aslc Allah to render this work pure iji His sight, and to open 
the hearts and rninds of the Muslims for this task l'hrough the 
guidance o f thc True Religion. 

J n the N a m e of Allah, the Merciful, t.he Cumpassionatc : Praise 
be to Allah, and may M e bless Our Lord Muhammad, Lhe Conqueror, 
thc Seal, as also bis House and his Companions, and may He save 
them, 

1. The Message of the Faithful Prophet: the Way of the Noble 
Qur'an 

Thirteen hundred and seventy years ago, Muhammad h, c Abd 
Allah, the Illiterate Frophet, 1 proclaimcd i n the heart of Mecca 
f'rom the hiltodk o E Al-Safa; 2 “O mankind, I am apostlc ol' Allah sen t 
to yon all, by Him to whom belongs the rulorship of the heavens 
.[■m d the earth; There is 110 ged bu t He: He makea to live and H e 
itinkea to die. Therefore believe in Allah and His Apostle, Lhe 
Illiterate Prophet, whu believes in Allah and His Words, and folio w 
him. Perhaps y o u wili be rightly guidod” IQ.7: 1581. This universal 
missien w as a ducisive landmark Jbr alJ of ereatiun - between a 
murkv pas t, a brUliant and shining future, and a prospernus and 
ex uberan t present - as well as a clcar and unnmbiguous announ 
cemont of a new order doereed bv Allah, Uie knowing, thc Wise, 
Tts herald wag Muhammad* the Harbinger, the Warner, i t s Book 
was the Perspicuous and Enlightening Qur'an, and its soldiery 
vvere the Kirsl Precursprs cnnsisting of the Emigrants 3 and the 


: AL-ciirtiiny lu Muslim Lrikiition, Muhammad could 110 r read nr writu whon the 
CJuran w as revented to Mm b y the anchangel (Jubriel. The Mct t ha t the 
IflnEUUtfe iifi.be Book ifi Lite High Arabic ofthc literaLurc i,- therefore taken a s 
an cvidentiary mifEido and jjftwuinptive proof nf il.s divitie nrigin. Mn»l 
Western OrjentalLsts. however, see i n the Arabic word iimmi, hero l-rnnslatcd 
“illikfab' i n nrtier to ecnfnrm to the tradstsonalist spirit i>f id- Ban nas writingB, 
f h e t!f|u ivcilonl nf l.htf Hihlknl "■ftemLlf" Sgo Rodi Pare t, aiL. “u m mi." 1 £I J . 

“This mound and its rounterpart, Al-Marwa. originully Pagan f.iknu?s of ritual 
wnrship in P re- i «lara i r Mecca, a re tocfay the seene nfn ceromony forminp pari 

fiftho Ui|.:i I ruvE»i 7 i 0 nhlL cyete of Lho Mutliirt uninl;il | idiJ.r iti iiEu.r. L 1 1 ■ 1 Ihiji 

«The FhrtigrnnLs (Mahnjirun} ivotp Lhe mnverUs Muhiimnufl made in Mtvea, 
vwho e mitrai etl la Mcdina in the Hijni ll-logira) of (522. 
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Amriliaries 1 * * and l.huse whu fbliowed Lhcm in doing goud, It. was niht 
the artifact of man: i t w as rather ih u vcry baptism o f Allah, for 
who is better than Allah in baptism? 8 “Timi didst not krrow what 
the Book was f nor the Faith. but We have made i t a light through 
which We guide ihme whom We will of'our worshippers. And truly 
dos t thou guide t o a straight path, Lhe pilih a f Allah to whom 
belanga all that ia in the heavens and the earth. Do nol all things 
proceed to Allah?" |Q. 42: 52-531. 

II» The Basic Principlcs foi Complete Social Reformation 
Providcd by the Noblc Qur’an 

The GJur’an t s the comprehensivc Work which contains the 
f'undamenlals of t.his nll-embracing soeial veibrmation, and it eamn 
gradual ly to be revealed to the Prophet tMay Allah bloss and savc 
himlj, through whom i L ammunced ils tnessage to lhe helievers from 
time to time, according to the fail i>f evetUs, circumstanees, and 
occasions: “In this inanner, su that We may reinforce t h y heart 
with U, and We have set i t out iri order. And thcy do not bring thee 
any similiUtdu, but that we bring thee the truth, and a better nne 
as expusition" IQ, 25: 32 - 33 f This wcnt on until revelation ceaaed 
through his mediation, and i t was preserved i n merfs breasts and 
their vvritten notes fnr somo twentv - two years. Now Allah had 
gathered therein 1:1 w csplfination of all things for this u m m a. and 
the bases fbr the thoroughgoing soeial reformation which H t 
revealed may be summarized tmder l.hese lioadings: 

( a J Ma t tera o f Divio ity. 

{ b.) The elevation o f the human spirit. 

(ci The stipu lalimi of lho doctrine nfreward and punisliment. 

(d) The pro c lain at u m of the brnlherhood of man. 

r. e) Advancement. Ibr men and vvomen togclhcr; lho proclamatkm 
of their joint respons i bi h tv mu! Ihesr oqualitv: the precise definition 
of their respective dulies. 


1 The AiiKlJiaries lAnsarl were the Mcdim^i- convrrls tn IsNim whom togtithcr 

with (he cnmbined lii IhoTn the priinjuve IsIsuhlc «kate in Mcdina. 

-A pa r n f jh ef ' Q..2 ISS. 
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(f) The safeguarding of society by stipulating the right to life T 
properly, work, health, freedom, education, and security for every 
member, and defining the legi timah? sources ofgoin. 

(gj The conbrol of the two instinets, the instinet of self - 
preservation and the instinetof the preservation a F the speeies; the 
rcgulation u F the alimemtaiy and sexual demonds, 

( h) Severity m ptinishin g Cardinal erimes. 

{i) The cmiftnnation of the urtity o f the umma and eondenination 
of all the causes and syrnptoms o F disunily. 

(j) The obligation oF the umma to wage jihad for the sake of 
the principles of justice provided by this order. 

(k) Consideration of the state as the embndiment of the ideology, 
as concemed to defend it t and as respnnstble for realmng its aim 
within its o v. 'n particular society as weEl as ibr conveying it Lo 
mankind as a whole, 

IIL The Practieal Observancea Promulgatcd by This Regime 

This QuPanic order stocd in oppositiorr to atl other positivist 
syatems and theorclical philosophies. II did noL allow its principles 
and teacliings lo remain simply theories held by minds, or ide as 
relegated to bonks, o r words to be bandied about. On the conlrary T 
i t instituted practieal wayfi of applying them i n order to impian t 
them, strerigthen them, and draw profit from their elTects and 
regults, it compelled the umma which believed in it and owed 
allegiance to i t to be zealous in performing these works, makin g 
them obligatory du titis Jor Ihe omission of which n o indulgence waw 
granted, Indeed» it rewards the worker, and punishes the slaeker 
in such fashion as to expel him from the bounds of this lslamic 
society and cast him to an abyss. The mosi importanfc duties which 
this order has imposed as a protective fence for the mculcation of 
its principlee are the foUowing! 1 


1 Itcms ta) prayer, fb) rasling, (c| zakat, and (d) pil^rjiiu^ ane the layt 

four of the “Five E’iSlors of Islam , 11 n r the fundamental religioua d uli es 
mcumbent on n II Muslims. Tho (i resi i s the eneed (sh ah adili: 'Thcrc is nt> frori 
bu L Allah, and Muhammad i s Llie Apustle o F Allah 1 ’. 
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uu Prayer* dhikr, repentance, aslting for pardon, elc. 

(.b) Fasting, chastity, warning against lusury. 

(ei Zakat, iilmss - giving, expenditure for benevolont purposes. 

(d) Filgrimage, travel* j oumeymg, diseovery, and investigatiun 
□f Allah's Kmgdom. 

(g) Aequisition, work., and the interdictinn of begging, 

f D Jihad, fighting, outfitting fighters, and cari n g for their 
familics and interests aftertheir departure. 

i g) Cmnmanding the good and giving sound adviee. 

ih j Forbiddirtg evil, and inbervention whcn i t La ke» plaee and 
beiween i t» perpetratnrs, 

i i > The ohtaining o f education and knnwledge by evcry n ialc 
and femalo Muslim in thc various disdplines ol’ lift 1 , e adi one i n 
w liat sliU.h liim best. 

r j > Good deportment and asaiduous cultivtition n f Jiigli moral 
valucs, 

(k) Stnving for physical liealth and control of the scnscs. 

i h Socifd solidarity between ruler and ruletl* i n boLh custndiatv 
ship and obedience, 

lt i s deitiandcd of Lhe Muslim fchat he fulllll ihese ebligations 
and put the m i n U) practice as the Qur’anie order has set them oul. 
He mu s t not slacken in performing anv of thcrn, for thev have ulE 
been speeified in t h e Noble Qur ? an, and havc been illustrated 
unequivoca11y in Lho deeds of the Prophet (May Allah Hess and 
save himN and his Co m pan i ons 1 and those who fbllowed them i n 
doing gnnd* with simplicity and clarit.y. Every deed, nr a numbor of 
them, strungthnns and inculeates a principle* nr a number ol them, 


1 The; ('ompjiniuns (Ashubk arc the (ir9t generatifin qFMus!iilu% uunvcrtad flu ring 
Mu,- lifcLijiie nf lho Prophet anti comprising both thc Jfimigrunl* :inti rhc 
ALISliliill'icK, 
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from among the previously cited theoretical headings which this 
order cam e to briiig to realiaation and to benefit mankind by virtue 
oftheir results and efl’ecta. 

IV, The First Islam ic State 

On the foundation ofthis excellent Qur'anic soda! organization 
the first Islamic state arose, believing in it deepfy, applying 1 1 
meticulously, and disseminating i t thraughnui the World, so that 
the first CnJiph 1 (May AllaEi be pleased with hirn !} used to say: “If 
I should lose a cam e la halter, I would Fmd it in Allah-g Book”. He 
fought those wlio refused to pay zakat, regarding the m as apostates 
because they had overthrown tliis pillar of the order, and said ; “By 
Allah, i f' they refused m e a halter which they used to pay over to 
the Apogtle of Allah [May Allah bless and save him B, 1 would fight 
the m as soon as I had grasped a sword in my h and f' For unity, i n 
all its meanings and mamfestations, pcrvaded thia now-risen 
untina. landai unity included the general rimemination o f the 
Qur’ , anic order anti the langtiage of the Qur , an, while political unity 
w as all- encompassing i n the shadow o f the Prince of Bclievers 2 
and beneath the Standard of the Caliphate i n the Capital, The fad 
that the Ialamic ideology was une of decentralization of the armed 
forccs, the slale treasuries, and the provindal udministrations 
proved to be n o obstacle to this, sinoe all acted according to a aingle 
creed and b unified and comprehensive controL These Qur > anic 
principies warred againsi superstitious idolati'v in Lhe Arabian 
Peninsula and Persia, and did away with it. They warred again&t 
guileful Jtidaiam and confined i t Lo a narrow provtnce, putting a n 
end to its religious and political authodty. They stnjggled with 
Christianicy unlit its inlluenee was greatly diminisbed in the 
continents-of Asin and Africa and it becamo confined to Enrope 


1 Abu Bak r, whn reigned From S32 tn (W-i. anrl who pui. dowr> t.he great tdbal 
rcibellion of thy Ridda r whith fbrestenetl t-n fragmen t diseolve l.bc carly 
Muslim stale. 

’A lii Lc astiumod ibr Lho first liinc, accordin;; to tho ususl Iradilion, by L h u 
svwiiid Hal i ph, llmar b. al-Khattab ((534 * 644), ond om.' of the Standard titi es 
of all the SimruU; Caliphs o-fto-r hiut. 
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u n d c t' t h f aegis of the Bysantine Empire of CunsLariLinoplc, Thus 
d i c! spiritmu] and pohtkal dominan c e come lo be centered i n the 
Islamic staLe with i n the two largest contments. Tim State persisted 
in its attpeks against the third continent, ussaulLing ConsUmtinuple 
from the easl and besieging it until the siego grew wearisame. 
Then il cam c at it from the west, pJunging inln Spain, with ils 
victarious soldiers re&ching the heart urFrance and pe netrali n g as 
i 'i i r as northern and souiliem Italy. It established a n impasi ng 
state in Western Europc, rcfulgenl with sdenee and knowledge. 
Afterwai’ds, il succeedcd in oITecling the conquest of'Con start tinople 
itaelf and Lhe eontamment of C Kristiani t v within the restricted 
area of Central Euro per. Islamic fleets plowed the deeps of the 
Mediterranean and Red Seas, and bot h became Islamic lakes. And 
so the armed forces of the Islamic stale nyaumed the pnrnacy n f 
Lhe seas hnth i n the East and West, and enjoved absohite mastery 
tjve r J and and aea, Those Islamic natiom had already had centacts 
with others, and had taken ovtrr much of their cullure, bui they 
trimnphed through the strength of their faith and the solid fabric 
of the institutions they impo&ed u pon alE df them. They Arabiued 
t hem, or suceeuded i n doing &o lo a degree, and were a b) e U> sway 
ihem and convert. Ihem over to their language and religion bec&me 
of their splnndnr. beauty and vitality. There wns nothing al ah t.n 
prevent them from adopling any Liselbl feature of Lhe&e cultures, 
insofar as it did nol have an adverse eflect on their social and 
pnliticnl Linily, 

V. Factors Conducive to the Dissolntinn of the Islamic State 
and the islamic f’onple 

For all this i m pusing slrength and cxtensive dominion, the 
Ihclors of dismtegrtUion camc to insinunte themsclves into the 
liber of this Qur‘anic umma and gradually t n bocotne grave, 
widespread and powerful, uji t i 1 they rem this fabric apart and 
bruught lhe cenlraliised Islamic State t o an end in the sisih centu r v 
A.M. (.the ihirt.uent.li century A. 1.1. i at the hands nf the Tatara* En 
the fburteenth century A,H. (the iwentioth century A. II.) they dtcl 
Ihis n second Lima, leaving i n their w n ke nn both eccasinns 
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disuniled nations and smnll States aspiring Loward unity and 
striving for r es urgen ce, The most significant of these factors were 
the following 

(ajPoliticaJ differences, partisanship, and struggle for supremacy 
and prestige, despite the foreeful waming which Islam had brought 
to hear in thi& regcird, encouraging indifleronce i o pos i 1 . 1 ons o f 
power and drflwing attention 1 1 > this aspect, which i 8 the tanker o f 
nalions and lho destruction of peoples and States : “And contend 
nol with one another, st> that you become w tak and your strength 
depart, and persever, for Allah is with those who persevere” (Q. 8: 
46)1 and despite the profound eshortations to re m ain faithful to 
Allah alone in speath and act, and Lo Hee lovo nf fame and praise. 

{ b J Religi o lis diffcronces, sectarianism, and turnjng away from 
religion. as eonstituting hoth doctrines aml work», to dead works 
and technkal ex prosa i ons tndowtd with neither spirit n o r lifis, 
acconipanied by iridifTerence to Allah’s Book and the Sunna of the 
Apostte f May Allah biasa and save him 31, stngnation, fanaticism i n 
thought and word, and a passion for djsputaUon, contrnversy, and 
wrungling, Ah thesu were omong the Ibings Islam had warned of 
and forhidden most rigorously, so that the Apostle ( May Allah 
bless and save him !) said“ "No peopic bas ever fallen into error 
after receiving guidance axcept by bcing brought to controversy/' 

(cl Self - indulgence in luxuries and eomforts, and craving for 
pleastiro and sensual joys Lo the point t.hat what has been recorded 
of Muslim rulers in rnany periods gues beyond anything recorded of 
olhers, and I: h i s despjto their rcading of the Words of Allah (Blessed 
and Almighty is He!); "And when Wo wish to dc*troy a city, W c 
issue a command to its m e n of weftlth, and they transgress 1 heroin, 
and st> the Word against the m Ls jusLiJiad, and Wo destroy 1 1 ntterJy 11 
IQ, 1 7: 16 ]. 

(d) The transfer of authority to non-Arabs ■ i. e,. Porsi a ns a t one 
time. J) nyi n mite p* a t another, Main luka, 1 Turks T and nthers - who 


> TIil: i , [ , ft , rrntv is to the Shi’ibc Duri d riynnsi.v, whose Riunder» !=pro]i|i fmm I hr 
rtnrLhem Perrtinn provincc of Daylam. TJiov rtipicd (from £M5 l<j l05, r )] nvor a 


32 



had never absorbed gcnuinc Islam, and whose bearts had never 
beon illuminated with the light of the Quran because of the 
difficulty they encountered in Irying lo grasp its enncepts, fhr all 
that they the Arabsj read the Words of Allah (Blesscd and 
Almighty is He!): ye who believe! Do not take as confidants those 

who are not ol’you; they will not fail to casi disorder among you; 
they are pleased by what troubles you, Hatred has been revcaled 
out of their mouths; whal their hearts ennceal i s yet greater, 
We havo mude the signs elear to you, i F you would but undersland" 
[Q.3: 1281, 

(e) Indifference to the applied Sciences and natural Science, and 
waste of time and loss of energy on abstnise, speculative philoso^ 
phiea and unhealthy, pliantasmagorical pseudn - Sciences, despite 
IslanVs urging them to consider the iiniverse, to explore the seerets 
of creation, and to LraveJ about i n the earth, fbr i t eommands them 
to contcmplate the Kingdom of Allah: w say: ‘Tiehnld what is in the 
heavens and the earth Ti] [QJ.O: 102 J, 

(0 Infatuation with their authority, self - deception as to the t r 
power s and failure to Ion k into the social evnhition of the nations 
outside their fold, until these lalter got ahead of them in 
preparedness and equipmenl and took them by surprise, B li t the 
Qur'an had commanded them Lo be alert* and had wamed them of 
the consequences of heedlessness, regarding the heedless as cuttle, 
nay, as even mu re deluded: u Fpr Wc have surely created for 


lai-ge Islunuc empire eentorod o n Pnrsia and T rat| . The Sun m Lu Caliph, who 
granted them their d ip! tunas of inveatiture. was by t h ia time only a re] i gin - 
politicai figure-hmud 

The moa L famous of tbe Mami u k iSJavei dynaslies Eire Lhoee of Kgypt, ruling 
frorin 1250 to 1517. T3ie most si^niflaml changtiK wmught by l.he OLLonrmn 
of f(5 17 w tiru the uahstilutiun o l' a 'furkiKh govemor for Lhc Mami u k 
HulUm and the imposition o f an annual trtbute. Hence the Mami u k hiernr thy 
remnined in cffcctjvc rulc until iht F re a ch inv anjar n f 1798 Their power was 
final ly deafcroyed orily in J BI i by the fbunder of the kliedivial lino, Muhammad 
Ali Pfisha (1805 - 18451 The Mamlukti were a sell-perpeLuating dynasly ol' 
slave origin. who replenished ttieir rajiks with frcali contingcnt^ from tunlral 
Asia and Circasaia, tras ring their own members ki rnie and e leding a tsuknii 
from their own. mrpu. 



^ LLJi L >J, J-U- J ) 




Jahannam 1 many jinn and men, having hearts with which they 
diBcern not, having eyea with which they see not, having enrs with 
which they hear not - Ihese are likc cattle, nay, even morc dcluded; 
thess? are the heedluss” [Q.7: 179]. 

(g) Self - docsption thraugh the mtrigues of hostile flattercrs, 
admiration for Ihcir works and the outward forms of their way of 
lire, and unthinking imitation of' them i n ways that were harmful 
rother than beneficiat, despite the stringent prohibitiun againsl 
modeling themselvefl »n them, the elear command to remain 
cUfferent from them and to p reserve the basic elemenls of the Islam i c 
uitima, and the warna ng la the consequences of' this mimickmg, to 
which effecl the Noble Qur*an saya. H Q ye who believe ! If you obey 
thnse who disbelieve, they will throw you back u pon you r hcels, 
and you wiil be turned into losers' |Q,3: 149|. 

VI. Political Struggle 

(a) These faetors began lu operate with i n the life of the lslamie 
b tato and the Islamic u mm a, and the suppressed nations thought 
lihat the time was ripe to take their revenge and lo do away with 
this tslanric stote which had c&rlier conquered their Unds and 
altered the character of their mores m all departments of Jife. The 
Tatuni swept down like a devastating Hood uptm the IsLamic State 
and began tearing it aparl piecemeab itntil they eame to Baghdad, 
the capital of the 'Abbasid Caliphate, Find trampled it underfoot in 
the person of Lhe Caliph Al-Musta r aim * So was the umty of the 
State rent asunder, and the knot of Lhe Caliphate undan c for the 
firsl time, The nations feil apart into small States, and every trihe 
had a pulpit and a Princc of Believers. Christianity revived in 
Europe, gathored its forees, and hurled back the Muslim East i n 
Asia and Africa with its legi ons throughought nine erusading 
assnults, in which the best of their chivahy, royalty, and armamenis 
were deploved. These invading Tnrces were o b! e to establish u 
Cmaader stal.c in deru salem, to threaten the nations of Islam in 


1 One nflhu Our’anic hells. tht' cqinv&lent of Gehernn. 

* In i\L the conqucsL of Baghdad by Hubgu, griiiulson nfChingis Khait. 
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the East and West, and to attack Egypt» at that timo the mest 
powerful of these statos. 

(b) Revival: But Allah (Blessed and Almighty is HeD did not yet 
allow vanity to overcome truth, and Egypt w as able to gather 
about herself the scattered forces of some o f these minor States, 
and she hurled them at the throat of the Crusaders, under the 
leadership of Salah al-Din (saladin), she recovered Jerusalem from 
them, and showed them the meaning of defeat at Hattin . 1 Then 
she stood up to faee the Tatars under the leadership of Ahzahir 
Baybars , 2 3 threw them back u pon their heels* broken, at Ayn Jaiut, 
and restored the form of the Caliphatc once again.^ Then Gud willed 
that a state extensive in domain, bold in courage, and formidable 
in power rise cm the side of Islam „ welding its people into complete 
unanimity and uniting under its banner most of the Islamic 
nations and peoplea. Its loffey ambitions made it imperative that it 
attack Christianity in its very lair. It conquered Constantinople, 
and its authority extended to the heart of Europo until i t reached 
as far as Vienna. This w as the State of the Ottoman Turks, 

(c) Fruits of the Renaissanee i n Europe: The Islam i c State was 
tranquil under the banner of the Ottomans and their authority, it 
aecepted it passively and teok no notice of what was happening 
around it. But Europe, which had cocne into contact with the 
superior culture of Islam, in the West through Spain, and i n the 


1 The Batti.e of hlattin (1187) was Snliih al-Din’s greatesl vietory over the 
CrusfLticrs, loading to the recapturc of Jerusalem. 

2 The fburth Mamluk ruter of Egypt [1260 - 12771 who crushingly defeatcd tbe 
Mongols in 1260, thereby soving Egypt £»nd Syi-in from the dostructinn and 
pillage of the Mongol ccnquests i n lraq and Pers ia. 

3 The Mamluks set up a stuidow Cahphute in Caini bv investing a seion of the 
Abbasid house with the title after the fal! of Baghdad to ihe Mongois. He and 
his sncccsSiirs v; e re oven less mcaningful than the Baghdad caliphs of the 
later l Abbasid periud. The lasi of these died in Cair© in 1543, tiventy-flb; yeara 
after the Ottoman conquest of Egypt. Theieafter the titi e uf Caliph eame more 
and to be appropriated by the Ottoman sultans, to impress their special 
fitiindmg among Muslim ruiers both on Eurupe and o n the rest uf the Islamic 
woi'ld. This restoration ''of the form of the CaltphaLe 14 to whieh aUBamu’ rufers 
was therefore no more than an empty gesture “n t.h© part of the M&mluka. 


35 



E as t through the Grusades, los t o o opportunity and did not fail to 
profit by theso lessons. She began to build up her fbrces, and to 
unite under l.he banner of the Franks in the land of Gaul, and 
thereaftor she w as able to stem the tido of the Islamic assault i n 
the West and to kow dissensinn within the ronks of the Spanish 
Musi i m s, employirtg som o to assail others> unti! she finali y drove 
them overseas to the African coast. The young Spanish State tnok 
their place t and Europe continued to build up her forces, to unite, 
to plan, to aoquire knuwledge, to traverse Foreign lands, and to 
diseover new cnuntries, unti J the discovery of America w as made 
by Spain and the discovery of the mute to India hy Portugal. Then 
cries for reform foltowed swiftly o n one a not her throughout Europe, 
nuinerous reformers arose, and she eagerly embraced natural 
Science and fruitfhl, productive knawledge. Those revolutions of the 
Reformat-ion resulled t n the ereation of a number of nationalities 
and the rise of a slrong State aiming with single purpuse at the 
dismemberment of the Islamic State, which Europe parcelled out 
and whose place she usurped in Asia and Africa, These young 
statcs formed alliances for this purpnse, which at tim es rose to the 
level of sacred ; pacls, 

{d) A new att.acki European power expanded, thanks to dis- 
coveries, .expedi1:ions throughout the world, and travcls to the 
naost d i stan t horizons - as far as many o f the mone remote Islam ic 
countries lilte India, as well as to some of the neighboring Islam ic 
pruvinces. Europe began to work earnestly at dismembering the 
powerfuE, fa r- flu n g Islamic State and to lay numerous plans tcward 
ih i s end, referring to them at times as “the Eastern question” and 
at othera as “dividing up the inberitancc o f the Sick Man of Europe*'. 
Every state proceeded t.o seize opportunity as i t arose, to adnp the 
flimsiest exeuses, to attack the peacefuL ncgligent Islamic state, 
and to reduce its peripheiy or break off' portions of its integral 
Tabric. This onslaught continued over a long perind of time T d uring 
which the Ottoman Empire was stripped of many an Islamic 
territory which E.hen fell under European domination, e. g., Morocco 
and North Africa, Many non-lslamic areas previously under 
Otloman r u J e bectune independen t during this time, e. g., Greece 
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and the Balkan stat.es. The final round iri this gtruggle w as the 
First World Wm\ from 1914 to 1918» which ended in the defe&t of 
Turkey and her allies, and which provided the strongest nations of' 
Furope, Englarsd and Frjmtre* and under their patron age, Italy, 
with a perfect npportunity. They reached out to gi asp this grandiose 
heritage consisting ofthe islami c nations and peoples and imposed 
(iieir rule over them under vorinus titles - occupation, colony, trus- 
tee&hip or mandale - and dividcd thctn up in the follnwing manner: 

(1) North Atrica (Morocen, Algeria, and Tunisl becamc French 
eolonies interpenctrated h y a zone of intemational infl uenco i n 
Tangi e r and a Spamah colony i n the Kif. 1 

(2) Tripuli and Barca became an Italian colony in which Italy 
did not w ia h any Lrace of Tslum to remain, She forced Italian 
citizenship u pon i L aiid gave it the name of “South Italy". Then shc 
filled il. with thousands of hungry families and wild beasts i n 
hunian ibrm. 

(S) Egypt and the Sudan fail under Engiish protection, neither 
one pcssessing a shred o f independent authnrity. 

(4) Palestine becamc an English colony, which England toolc 
the liberly o f selling to the Jews $o that they might establish 
therein a natkmal zionis t homeland. 

(5) Syria bocamo a French colony. 

(6) Iraq becamc an EngUsh colony. 

(7i The Hijaz posscsscd a weak, unfstable govemment dependen! 
o n charity and dingin g to false tneaties and worthless covonants. 

(8) Yemen possesscd asi outmoded government and a poverty - 
stricken popuLace exposed Lo attaek anywhere and at any timc. 

(9J The rem ain Ing nations of the Arab h s n penin&ula consisted 
ofsmall cm i ra tos whose rulers lived under the wing ofthe British 
con&uls and who fought one another for the cruniba Ihlliiig f m m 


1 Tht’ northem coaatEtl region ofMorocco, 
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their tables, their breasts burning with mu tual resentment and 
hatred. Tbis was the oase despite the reassuring promises and 
binding trealies drawn np b y the Allies with the mightiest 
potentate of the Pcninsula, Kmg Huaayn, stating that they would 
help htm achieve the independence of the Arabs and support the 
authority of the Arab Caliphate. 1 

(10) Iran and. the Afghans posseesed shaky govemments beset 
by the greed of the strong on every side, and they were under 
the wing of une nation at one time and under that of another at 
other times, 

(11) India was an English colony» 

(12) Tnrkestan and the adjnining region a were Russian colonics, 
subjeeted to the bitter harshness of the Bolshevik authorities. 
Apart from these, the re were Islamic rumori ties scattered through 
many countvies, knowing no state to whose protection they might 
havc recourse, nor any well - armed governnient to defend theit' 
nat.ionality, as h e. g., the Muslims i n Ethiopia, China, the Balkans, 
and the lands o f Central, South, East and West Africa, Under such 
conditions, JEurope won 'm the pohtical stniggle, and final ly accorm 
plished her will in dlsmembering the Islamic empire, annihilating 
the Islamic State and erasing it, politically speaking, from the 
roster o f power ful t living nation s. 

(e)Baek to Power Agam: But this flagrant bostility and contempt 
for treaties and covenants tormented men's hcarts and aroused 
their spirits, and these nations begun to dernand tbeir mdependence 
and to struggle Lo Tegai n their freedom and glory. Toward this end, 
revolts flared up with m their borders: Turkey revolted, Egypt 
revolted, Iraq and Syria revolted, and repeated revolts tnok place 
i n Palestina and the Rit i n Morocco. Every where peoplc began to 


1 The Sharif Husavn of Mccca, w hu had himself prodaimcd “Kirg of the Arahs” 
by fiiK Meccnn dique in 191 G., and who prodftimed h ini s* t f Caliph in 1924, 
Neiiher of those titloa wsis ever recugniisetl by the European powurs nor by 
any Islamic rulers oi" nations, At nt) time in liis caruar euuld he be soriDtisly 
deseribed as “the migliliesl potentate of the Pcn trisula," 
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stir, and as a rosult the Islami*; peopJes obtained somc of their 
rights. Turkey became independen t within her new frontiers, 
Egypt and Iraq were recogniaed as sovereign States* the state o f 
the Su’udis rose in the Hijaz and Najd, whilc\ Yemen, Iran* and 
Afghanistan preserved their already existing independencc, and 
Syria canie closc to winning reeognition of' her independence . 1 
Palestine drew the attention of the vvorld to herself through her 
atrugglej and the Muslims» without any doubt, tnok significant 
steps P even if they w e re few and slow f toward the noble aims they 
sought to achieve, the restoration of' their freedom and glory and 
the re bui t di ng of their state. AlLhough these step s led to the 
concept of local nalionaliam* with each natinn demanding its right 
to Treedom as an indepondcnt entity, and while many of those who 
worked for this revival purposely ignoned the idea of unity, 
nevertheless the outcome of these stepa will be, without a doubt* 
cmisolidation and a resurrection of the Islarnio empire as a umfied 
state embracing the scattered peoples of the Islnmic world, raising 
the barmer of Islam and bearing its message. There is no nation in 
ihe world heki together by the kind of linguistic unity, joint 
participation in material and spiritual interests, and similartty of 
suffering and hope t.hat hold the Muslima together. 

<f) A New Wan The European nations eroerged from the First 
World War with the seeds of rancor and hatred deeply implanted 
within m any o f them. The peace conference ton k place and the 
ensuing treaties werc sharp slaps in the face to somc and a painful 
disillusionment to many others; Rirthermore, many new coneepts 
and ideologi es, strongly chauvinistic, made their appearance. Sudi 
a si tua t ion among these nations mu s t lead inevitably to new 
antagonisms and a Lerrible. devastating war which will tear them 
a.sunder and re n d aport their unity, bringing them back to their 
senses and d eter ring them from injustice, And it will give the 
lslamir nations another opporlunity to close their ranks, to unite, 
to finally achieve their freedom and indepenrience and to regain 


1 Editor ‘s note: Sjria liimlly obtained her freedpm, the naLsona reoognizod hur 
induEn^idFnce. s.nd r.hc Fn:nch pvflcuafced her LerrLtories. 
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their statc and their unity under ihe banner of the Prince of 
Believers; ,c And We desired to show favor tn those who had been 
rendered weak in the earth, and to make them leaders and maka 
them inheritors” ]Q.28: 5). 

VII- Social Struggio 

A new dvili^ntion; The European nations which camc into 
cnntact with Islam and its peoples i n the East Lhrough the wars of 
the Crusades, and in the West through the proKimity of the Arabs 
of Spain arid their intercourse with them, did not profit from this 
cnntact solely in tumis of heightened sensibiHty, cnhesion T nr 
political uni f kation; they also pmfited lhrough a great intellectual 
awakening, acquiring numerous Sciences and branehes of knuwledge, 
A scientific and cultural Renaissance, vast in scope, made its 
appearance among them, and the Church rose to combat this strange 
phenomenon with a)l the slrength at its command, It aubjected 
their seholars and h u mani s ts to the bitterost punishments: the 
courts of the Inquisilinn waged war upon them and arnuaed the 
wratb of stat.es and penple agaiust them. But all Lhis served it 
nothing, and its teachings could nol stand up before the T.ruths and 
discoveries of science. The seion t i. 1 k Renaissance emerged entireiy 
victorious, and the state thereby nwoke and i t too frmght the 
Church until it. overcame it and European society was delivered 
completely from its authority, Its men were driven into the shrine 
and the cloister T the Pope was confmcd to the Vatican, and Ihe 
work of the elergy was limiied to a restrieted area in the affairs of 
life beyond which they could nol gr> and to which their efforts werc 
confmed. Europe retained its Cbristianity only oh a historicaJ 
heirioom, as one faetor among olhers fbr educating the simple - 
minded and naive omong the masses, and as a means fort conquesl, 
colonization, and the suppression of political aspirations, The 
domain of Science stretehed uul before Europe, and the scope of 
invention and discovery broadened. The machine doubled pruduetion 
and gave an industrial casi to all of life. All this proceeded h and i n 
h and wiLh Ihe rise o f t.he strong s tato who s e authority roachcd out 
to many lands and regions. The world eagerly weleomed these 
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Europcan nations, arousing their cupidity for thc prufits to be 
gained everywhere. It poured out its wealth to them from ail sides, 
and it was only natural thereafter thal European life and eulture 
should rest upon the principle of thc elimination uf religicn from 
all aspects of godai life,, espectally as regards the state, the taw - 
court, and the schoul; the domination of the materialistic outlook, 
and ita enthroneinent as the eriterion for everythin. As a result, 
the eharatter of this eulture became purely materi alisti c, 
demoi isbing what the revealed religions had promulgated and 
contra di eling utfcerly those prineiples which True Islam had 
establishcd and madi 1 the foundatkms of its eulture which United 
Lhe spiritual and the material. Among thc most imporlanl traiLw of 
European civilization arc the following: 

{].) Apost.asy, doubt. i n Allah, dunia! o f thc soul, obliviousness Lo 
reward or puniahment in the worid to come, and fixat.ion within 
the limits of m a teri a L tangi ble existence : “They know something 
cxternal of the life of this world , hut af the world to come they are 
hecdlcss” JQ 30: 7h 

(2) Licentiousnnss! unsuumly dudic&tiun to pleasures, versatility 
in tfdr - induigence» imconditioned freedom for the Iower instinets* 
gratiftcaUon of the lusls of thc bclJy and the gunitais, the equipment 
of women with every techmque of seduetkm and mdtement, and 
exeess in pemicious praetiees until they shatter both body and 
mmd, destroying the integrity of thc Family and threatening the 
happiness of the home: 'Those who disbelieve La ke thc i r enjoyment 
and eat ascattle cat, and the F i re is their ilwelling-place’ 1 [Q, 47: 121. 

(3 ) Individual &e!fishness p for every m a n wanls the gnod only 
for himscJf; and class sclllshness, for each clasfi vaunts itself over 
the Dthers and seeks to appropriate all profits to itself; and nation a 1 
selfishncss, for each nation i s higolud i>n behalf of its membera, 
disparages all others, and tries to engulf those which are weaker. 

(4) Usury, granling i t legal reeognition, regarding it as a 
p rinci p! e of bu sinus s dealings and expertise undur its variuus forms 
and varieties, and making i t a general praetice among nation s and 
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individuals. These purely materialistis traits have produeed within 
European gociety corruplion of the spirit, the weakenmgof morality, 
and flaccidity in the war against creime, while problema have 
multiplied, destruclive ideologies have made their appearance, 
devastating and minous revolutions have burst forth, and economic, 
soda], and politieal instilutions have been shaken and no longor 
stand upon stable foundations. Nations have been torn apart by 
serta and parties, and peoples have fought une another savagely 
becau&e of their greede and hatrcds. This modern civilization has 
confirmed its absolute impoten ce to guarantee the seeurity of 
human society and to establish peace and tranquility within ii, 
just as it has confirmed its fkilure to grant men happiness, despite 
ail the truths of Science and knowledge that it has disclosed to 
them, as wel] as ali the means to wealth and opulence it has made 
available to them, and despite the power and authority it has 
brought to the States which embody it. throughout the earth, even 
though it lias not yel been in existencc for so much as a century, 

VIII. The Tyronny of Materi ali sm Ovcr the L and s of Islam. 

The Europeans worked assidiiosuly tn enable the tide of this 
materialistic life, with its corrupting traits and its murderous 
genns, to overwhelm all the Isiamic landa toward which their 
ha n d t werti uulstrctchcd. An ill destiny overtook these under their 
domination, for Lhcy vvere avid to appmpriate for themselves thn 
elements o f power and prosperity through science, knowledge, 
indnstry, and good organizatkm, while barrtng Lhese very nations 
from them. They Icii-d their plans for this social aggression in 
master! y fashien, hwoking the aid of their political acumen and 
their military predominance until they had accomplished their 
desire. They deluded the Muslim leaders by granting them loans 
and entering into financia! dealings with them, makin g ah of this 
easy and effortless for them, and thus lhcy wcre able to oblam the 
right to infiltrate the economy and to flood the co entri es with their 
Capital, their banks, and their cmnpames; to take over the workings 
of the economic machinery as they wished; and to monopolize, to 
the esciusion of the inhabitauts, encrmous profit^ and immense 
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wealth. After that, they werc able to alter the basic principies of 
government T justico, and education, and to i m bui] politicaJ, juridical, 
and cultural systeins with thcir own peculiar character in even thc 
most powerful Islamic countries. They imported their half - nakad 
women mto these regions, togcther with their liquors t their 
thoatres, their dance hails f their amusements, their stories, their 
newspapcrs, their noveis, their whims, their silly games, and their 
vicos, Here they countenanced crimes they did not tolerate in their 
own countries, and decked out this Frivoioijs, strident wor)d, 
reeking with sin and redolent with vica, to the eyos of dcludcd, 
uiisophislicated JVluslims o f wealth and prestige, and to tho.se of 
rank and authority. This bcing insulTicient for them, they founded 
y ch oo Isi and seion t i fit and eu i t urai instilutes in the very heart of 
the Islamic domain, whteh east douht and heresy into thc souls of 
its sons and taught t hem how to demean themselves T disparage 
their religion and their fatherland, divest thomaelves of their 
traditions and beliefs, and to regard as saered anything Western, 
in the belief that only that whith had a European source could 
senre as a model to be emulated in this life. These schools toote in 
the sons of the upper class alone* and became a preserve restrieted 
to them The sons of this class consislod of Lho mighty and rnling 
group 1 and those who would shortly ho!d with m their grasp the 
keys to all important matters that eoncerncd these nations and 
peoples. Those who did not complete their finishing in these local 
institutes found all that would guarantee them this finishing in 
the continuing series of student missionsJ This drastic, well - 
organized socia l campaign had a tremendnus succcss, since i t was 
renderad most attractive to the mind, and would continne to exort 
a slrong intel lec tual influence on individuals over a long period of 


L Tlicsc were thc fnmous student miasions inaugurated by Muhammad A)s 
Psislia i o E^'pt. fTrmips. of pramising Egyptian students would be som to 
iiunjpe to leam modem Western languages tmd scienecfl,, ro thal they inight 
he nblt Lu Lriinslfitt workn ri paling with thesB diaciplines into Arabic anti 
Turkith ort the complotioii of Iheir sEurtics. Many nlsn taught i n thc new 
govemment sdiools «n their return to Egypt. Set J. Heyworth-Duniie, A» 
[ntrndnetion to the ITistory of Education in Modern Egypt. 
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time. For this reason, it vvas more dangerous than the politicai and 
military campaigns by far f and some Islamic countries went 
overhoard in their admiration for this European civilization and in 
their dissatisfaction with their own Islamic character, to the point 
that Turkey declared itself a non-Islamic state and imitated the 
Europeans with the utmost rigor in everything they did. Aman 
Allah khan, 1 Ring uf Afgh ani stan, tried this, but the attempt swept 
away his throne, and in Egypt the manifestatiom of this mimicry 
increascd and bccame so serious that nne of her intellectual 
leaders could say openly that the only path to progress was to 
adopt this civili&ation with all it containsd of good and evil, sweet. 
and bitter, the appeakiig and the hateful, the pratseworUiy and 
the rcprchensible. From Egypt i t began to spread rapidly and 
vigoroualy into neighboring countries, unti] i t reached Morocco and 
circumambu latcrf the vcry shrines in the purlieus ot'the Hijaz. We 
may subdivide the Islam ie countries, aecording to the degrees to 
which they wcre affected by this materi alisti c civilijiation and the 
domination of its materialism over them, into three groups: 

(U Countries i n which this inftuence has reached serious pro- 
purtions, penutrating even the mind and the iicelings, apart from 
outward for tas and conventions. Among these countries are Turkey 
and Egypt, where even the slightest trace of Islami c ideology has 
disappearod from all social situations, and has been driven oiT to 
take up quarters inside lho mosques and Sufi establishments and 
retreats, 

( 2 ) Countries which have been infiuenced by this civilization in 
Lheir official obsorvances and conventions^ but i n which i t has not 
triumphed o v r r their inward eonsibilities. Such are Iran and the 
countries o f North Africa. 

f3) Countries which have not been influenced by fhis dviiization, 
oxcept For a particular class consisting nf the wollcducated and the 


Kulcr of Afghanistan from 191 9 . His jjjiciniiiturc ntfompt to omulelo li^ypf 
anri Turkey by insl iluting modern ist refnrms in his eountry leri to open revrdt 
and h i s foreed abdicntUm and exi!c. 
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ruling group, to tbc exdusiort of the common penple and the masses. 
Such are Syria. Iraq T the Hijaz t many sections of the Arabtan 
Peninsula, and the remaindcr of the Islamic countries. 

Nevartheless, this wave ia apreading out. with the speed of 
lightning to reaeh into rninds, social classes, and mores that i t 
has not yet penetrated, Enemics of Islam can deceivc Muslim 
intelleetuals and draw a thick veil over the eyes o f tbe zealous by 
depicling Islam itseff as being defective in various aspecls of 
doctrme, ritual observancc, and morality, besides acconnnodating 
a hnst of rites, superstitions, and inane formalilics. What hclps 
them to carry out this deception i s the Muslim s’ ignorartce of the 
fcrue meaning of their religion, so that many of them a re satisfied 
with this presentation* iesL content with it„ and accept it. For so 
tong a time has this bcen true of them that it is difficult For us to 
mak(; any of them understand that Islam is a perfect system of 
social organization which encompasses all tbc affairs of life. As a 
result, it i s possible for u s to say that Western civilization, with its 
materialistic ideologv, has triumphed i n this social struggle over 
Islamic civilization* with its sound ideology comprising botli spirit 
and matter, i n the very territorics of Islam, and in a ruthless w as 
whose battlofielri has bcen the spirit» and stiuls of Muslims as well 
as their beliefs and intellects, exactly as i t has triumphed on the 
political and militaiy hattlefields. It is no wonder, for the phenomena 
of life a re not fragmen ted: what is strong is wholly strong, and whal 
is wcak is wholly weuk; “Thuse are the days which wo apportion 
to mankind i n turn” IQ.3: 140]. And even i(’ the ideology and 
teachings of Islam have gone astray, 3t is poweful in its esscntial 
nature» abundantly fertile and vital* attractive and enchanting in 
its splendor and bea^ty, and i t will rem ain se because it i» the 
truth* and human existence wiU never achieve perfeetion and virtue 
Lhrough any o the r means, And because i t is o r God's ereatiem and 
under His c a re; “Lo, We have sent down the Reirtinder, and la, We 
are its Proteet.or” [Q.15: 9]; "God refuses aught but that He should 
perfect His light. though the unbelievers fcel a versi on* 1 K J. 9: 32 j. 
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Awakening: Just as political aggression had its effect i n 
arousing nationalist feelings, s a has social aggre&sion had its efTect 
in reviving the lslamic ideology, Voices have been raised on every 
h and, demanding a retum tu Islam, an understanding of its precepts, 
arid an a ppl kation of its rules. The day mu s t soon come when the 
castles of this materi alistic civilization will b c laid la w upon the 
heads of their inhabitants, Then they will feel the burning of a 
spiritual hunger in which their hearts and souls will go up in 
flames, and Lhcy will find no sustonance, no hoaling, no remedy, 
save in the teachings of this Noble Book: “O man, an admonition 
from your Imrd has come to you, and a ha aling fbr whal is in your 
hearts, a guidance and a mercy For the believers. Say: H In God's 
bounty, and in His mercy: let the m rejoice in that/ It is better than 
what they hoard” 58-59). 

IX. Our Mission is one of Reawakening and Deliverance. 

(a) A Weighty Iloritage: So, Brethren, did Allah will that wc 
inherit this heritage weighty with consoquence, that the light of 
your mission glow amidst this darkness, and that Allah prepare 
you to exalt His Word and reveal His Sacred La w and reestablish 
His State: “Allah will surely aid one who helps Him, Allah is 
Mighty, Glorious;” \Q,22: 40], 

(b) Our General Aims: What do we wan t, Brethren? Do we 
want to hoard up wealth, which is an evaneseent shadow? Or do 
we want abundance of fame t which i s a transient accident? Or d o 
we went dominion over the carth? - “The earth is Allah’s: He givcs 
to inherit it those whom He will of His servanta" |Q.7: 127] - even 
as we read the Speech of Allah (Blcsscd and Almighty is Iief); 
'That is the Abode of the Hereafler which Wc assign to those who 
do not want exaltation in the earth, nor any corruption. The iinal 
consequence is to the picu s" JQ. 28: 83], May Allah witness that 
we do not want any of these, that our work is not toward these 
ends, and that our mission is not on their behalf. Rather olways 
bear in mind that you have two fundamental goals: 
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(1) That the Islamic fatherland bis frecd from ail foreign 
domination, for this is a natural right belmgmg to every human 
btiing which only the unjust oppressor «r the conquering explmter 
will deny . 

(2) That a free Islamic state may arise in Lhis free fatherland» 
acting according to the precepts of Islam, applying its social 
regu lati ons. prodaiming its sound prindples, and broadeasting its 
sage mission to aJI mankind. For as long as th La State does not 
emerge, the Muslims in their totality are commilting stn, and a re 
respons i ble befoi'e Allah the Lofty, the Great for their fail u re to 
establish it and for their slaekness in creating il. In Lhcse 
bewildering circumstances, it is eounter to huma n i ty that a State 
should arise, estolling an ideology of injustice and prodaiming a 
propaganda of opperssion T while there should be no one among al! 
mankind working for the advant of a State founded o n truth, 
justice, and peaee, We wan t to realize these two goals in the Nile 
Valley and the Arab domain, and in every land which Allah has 
made fortunata through the Islamic creed: a religion, a nationality, 
and a creed uniting all Muslims, 

(c) Our Spedal Aims: Following these two amis, we have some 
special aims withont the reaiization of which our society eannot 
become completely Islamic, Brethron, recall that. more than 60 
percent of the Egyptians live at a subhuman level, that they get 
enough to cat only through the mosi arduous toiJ, and Egypt is 
threatened by murderous famines and e:x pose d to mauy econonuc 
problem s of which only AJI ah can Itnow the oufceome, Recall too 
thal there arc more than 320 foreign companies in Egypt, 
monopulizing all public Utilities and all important facilities in 
every part of the country; that the wheels of commerce, industry, 
and all econnmic institut i ons are i n the hands o f profiteering 
foreigiiers; and that our wealth in land is being IransTened with 
lightning speed from the pnssession of our compatriots to that o f 
these uthers, Recall also that Egypt, out of the entire civilized 
wortd, is the most subject to d i seas es, plagues, and illnesscs;. that 
over 90 percent of the Egypt i an people are threatened by physical 
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infirmity, the loas of som e sensory perception, and a variety of 
sicknesses and ailments; and t ha t Egypt is still backward, with no 
more than one-fifth of the popukition possessmg any education, 
and of these more than 100,000 have never gone furlher than the 
elementary school level. Recail that crime has doubled i n Egypt t 
and that i t is merensing at an alarming rale to the poinl that the 
prisons are putting out more graduatea than the schools; that up to 
the present time Egypt has been unable to outfit a single army 
division with its full compiement of materiel; and that thcse 
symptoms and phenomena may be observed i n aay islam i c country. 
Among your aims are to work for the reform of education; to war 
against puverty, ignorance, disease, and erime; and to create an 
exemplary society which will de&erve to be a&soriated with the 
Islamic Sacred Law 

(d) Our General Means of Procedure: How wiJI we arrive at 
theae goals? Speeches, pronouneementSj letters, lessons, leetures* 
diagnosis of the ailnient and prescription u f the medicine - all the s e 
by themselves are nseless and will never realiae u single aim, nor 
will they advance a single agent of our mission to any one of his 
goals, Nevertheless, mission s do have ccrtain means of procedure 
which they mu f t adopt and according tu wh Lch they rmist operate. 
The general procedural means used by all misa ion s are invariablc 
and undian gin g h and they fire limitodto the Lhree following matters: 

(U Deep faith. 

(21 Precise orgunizatiom 

(3) Uninterrupted work, These are your general procedural 
measures, Brethren, so beliove m your ideology, fbrm your ranks 
a bm.it it. work on its behalf and stand nnwaveringlv by it. 

(e) Additional Procedunes: Bc&ides these general prncedures, 
there may be additional ones which muat be adopted and strictly 
adhered to. There are negative and peniti ve nnes, som e of which 
aeeord with penple's customary behavior und olhers which gn against 
such behavior f differ from i t, and co nira diet, it. there are mild one.s 
and rigonous oncs. and we mus t train ourselves to put u p with all 
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of these and to be prepared to resort t o any of them in order to 
guarantee suocess. We may be asked to go against entrcnched 
habits and usages, and to rebel against rcgulations and situations 
which people take for granted and are familiar with. Rut then in 
its deeper essence, our mission is actually a rebellion against 
accepted usage and a change in ha bit? and situations. Are you 
then prepared for this, Brethren? 

(0 Sorne Discouragement: M any people will say: What- do these 
Lraets mean? Of what use can they be for building an unimu and 
rcbuikling a sodety burdened with these chronic problems and 
sunk in such a welter of corruplions? How will you manage the 
economy on a no n profit basis? How will you act on the woman 
qnestion? How will you obtainyour rights without the use offoree? 
know, brethren, that Batan slips his whispered suggestions into 
the aspirations of every reformer, but that Allah cancels out what 
Batan whispers; then Allah decrees I lis mirades, for Allah is 
knowing, Wise. Remind all of these people that history, in telling 
us of pas t and contemporary nal ion s, al&o gives us admonitions 
and lessons. And a nation that is determined to live cannot die. 

(g) Obstacles in Our Path; 1 would like to avow to you frankly 
that your nussion is still unknown to many people, and that on the 
day they find out ahout i t and grasp its impor t and its aims, you 
will encounter violent antagonisms and sharp hostility. You will 
find many hardships ahead of you, and many nbstacles will rise up 
before you. Only a t that tim e will you have bcgun to trcud the pafch 
ofthose who come with a mission. At the present time you are still 
unknown, and you are still smooting the wav for you r mission and 
getling yourselvcs ready for the necessary slruggle and cam pai gn - 
the ignorance of the people as to what constitutes true islam will 
stand as Un nbstsirle in you r way, and you will Hnd among the 
clerieal dus s es and the religious establishment Lhose who will 
regard your understanding of Islam as outlandish, and ccnsure 
your campaign on that account. Chiefs, leadors T and men of rank 
and authority will hate you, all govemments will rise as onc 
against you, and every government will try to set limits to your 
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activities and to put impediments in your way, The spoliators will 
use every pretext to oppose you T and to extinguish the light of your 
mission. For that end they will invoke the aid of weak gnvemments 
and a weak morality, and nf the hands stretched cut to the m in 
beggaiy and toward you in mulignity and hotility. CThey will all 
stir up around your mission the dust of suspicion and unjust 
aceusations, and, they will try to endow i t with every possible 
defect and to display it before the pcople in the most repugnant 
possible guise, relying on their power and authority and fortified 
by their wealth and influence. “They desire to extinguish Allah’s 
light with their mouths, but Abah will perfeet His light though the 
unbelievers be averse to i t” !Q,61: 681.) without a doubt., you will 
then experience trials and tribulations, you will be Jmprisoned, 
arrested, transporfced, and persecuted, and your goods will be 
confiscated, your employments suspended, and your homes searched. 
This period of trial may las t a long time: “Do men i magi n e that 
they will be lelt to say: f We believe, and that they will not be put to 
the test? 19 [Q.29: 2] But Allah has promised you a/lerwards the 
triuniph of lhose who have striven and the reward of those who 
work for the good: “O ye who believe* shall I show you a commerce 
that will aave you from a painful ehastisement?,,, Then We 
sustained those who beiieved against their enemy, and they became 
victorious" [Q.61: 10 and 14]. Areyou resolved to be Allah’s helpers? 

(h) The Factors for Sucoess: It i s prnper t.hat we remember, 
Brethren, as w e face all these obstacles* that we a re prodaiming 
Allah’s mission s, which is the loftiest o f all missions; that we are 
promulgating the Islamic ideology, which i s the most poweful 
system of ideas; and that we are ofifering to mankind the Saered 
Law of the Qur’an, which i s the most jus t e T ali revealed law - 
codes: “The baptis m of Allah - and who i s better Ihan Allah «n 
baptis m 1” [Q.2: 138). Let remember that the entire world is in need 
of this message, and that all that cxists in it is preparing and 
smoothing out its path before it, and that we, Allah be praised, are 
free froin personal ambition and far from seeking personal 
advantage. We seek nothing but Allah’*? Face and the welfare of 
mankind, and w e labor desirous only of His approval. We !ook 
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forward to Allah’s support and His aid, for he whom AJlah aids 
cannotbc overcome: "That is hecause Allah is the defender of those 
who beiieve, and becnuse the unbelievers have no defender” [Q.47: 
11 j, The strength of our mission, the world's need for it, the nobility 
o f our goals and Ali ah 's support for us a re the factors for suecess 
before which n o obstacle can stan d nor any hindrance impedc: 
“And Allah has the upper hand in His afFairg, but most of mankind 
do not know” |Q,12: 21 h 

X. An Eahortatiun Muslim Brethren, listen! 

Through these words, I wished to present your ideology to y our 
close scrutiny, for i t ia possible that critical tim es await us, and 
that comniunication between me and ynu wiU be cut off for a while 
so that I may not be able to speak or write to yon, Thereforo I 
advise you to ponder these words carefully, to learn them by heart 
if you can, and to give them your wholehearted acceptance. For 
behind every word lie manifold mcanings. 

Brethren, you are not a benevolent. organization, nor a political 
party, nor a local assodation with strietly limiled aims. Rather you 
are a new spirit m aki n g its way into the heart of this nation and 
revivifying i t through the Qur ! an; a new Ijght dawning and 
seattering the darkncss of materi alis m through the knowledgc of 
Allah; a resounding voice rising and eehoing the mossage of the 
Apostle f May Allah bloss and save him!)> It is simply the truth, 
and no exaggeration, that you know that you are bearing the 
burden after the rest of mankind have shunted if off. If someone 
should ask you: To what end is your appeal made?, say: We are 
calling you to Islam, which w as brought by Muhammad (May 
Allah bless and savo him!): government is part of it, freedom is one 
o!‘ its rcligious duties. If someone should say to you: This is 
politicsf, say; This is Islam* and we do not recognize sueh divisions, 
If someone should say to you: you are agents of revolutionf, say: 
We are agents of the Iruth and of peaee in which we beiieve and 
which we exalt. If you rise up against us and offor hindranee to our 
message, Allah has givcn u s permission to defend oursclves, and 
you wtll be unjust rebels. If someone should say t, o you: You are 
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asking the Help t>f individualis and asscciations!, say: *We believe 
in Allah alone, and rcjcct that whicli you were as^orialmg with 
H i m. 711 And if they persist i n their hcstility,, aay; “Peace be unto 
you! We have no desire for the ignorant*' [Q,2B: f55] . 

XI, Duties Brethren, 

Wc believe i n Allah, exult in the knowledge of H i m, rely u. pon 
Him and iean upon Him. Fear no one bui Him t stand in awe of no 
other than Him, Feribrm His commandments and shun what He 
has forbidden. 

Model yourselves on the virtues and eleave to the perfections, 
Be strong in your morality and mighty through the might which 
Aliah has given to the bclivers, and through the nobility o f tKe 
aincerely pious, 

Apply yourseives Lo the Qur’an t and atudy il together 
assiduously, and devote yoursclves tn the Pure Life of the Prophet, 
taking counsel frnm i t. Be active workers ralher than wranglcrs, 
for when Allah bostows His guidance on a people He inspires them 
to work. And pcople do not go astray after receiving guidance T 
except. when disputation beccmes the vogue amung them. 

Love One another, and huld Taat zealously to ynu r union, for 
ttii-s is the seeret of your strength and the bultress of your success, 
Sland fast unlil Allah judges justly betwcen you and your people, 
for He i;; the besi of Judges. 

Listen, and obey your leaders bnth in duress ariti comforl, m 
good timcF and had, for this is the toke n of your conviction and the 
bond ofsolidarity omong you, 

Finally, bn k fbrward to Ali ah ’s a t d and His support, The 
occasiun will come, without a doubt: “And then the helievers will 
rejoice iti Allah's aid. He aids whotn He will, and He is the Mighty, 
the Merciful” |Q.30: 4|. 


1 A paraplirdiK 1 uTQ.4fI: K4 which says: “Wo believe i n Allah and reject 

thnt which wc were nasucinling willi Him”, 
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May Allah grant us and you success in what He loves and 
approves, and conduct u s and you along tha paths of the good who 
are rightly guided; may He give us to live the life of the glorious 
and the forthunate, and give u* to die the death of the martyrs 
who have striven in jihad. For He is the betit of Mastere, and the 
best of Defenders. 
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OUR MISSION 


In the Name of Allah, the Mercifal, the Compassionate! 

Preamble 

We would like to apprise mnnkind of nur goal, put our program 
before them, and address our mission to them ’Wjthouth obscurity 
or ambiguity ^ brjghter than the sun, clearer than the crack of 
dawn, and more luminous than the fullness of the day. 

E yo n era t ion 

At the same lime, we would like our pcople to know and all 
Muslims are our peuple - that the mission of the Muslim 
Brotherhood is a pure and miblemiahed one. It has aspired to such 
hcights of purity that. it has transcended the limits of merely 
personal ambition: it has held material gain in contempi, 
abandoned all selfish impulses and goals, and gonc forward on the 
road mapped oul for the missionary by the Truth 1 (Blessed and 
almighty is Tfe J ): “Sayr This is may way: I summon unto Allah 
according to a dear evidence -I and whosoever follows tne, Olory 
unto Allah, I am not of the polytheists™ |Q r 12: 1081, We ask 
nothing of mankind: we make no monetary domands of them, nor 
do we seek a wage from them. We gain no credit through them, nor 
do we desire of them any recompense or thanks. Whatever be our 
rccompensc in this regard, it is in the hands of our Creator. 

Follow - feeling 

In the same way, we wish our peoplc to know Lhat we love them 
more than ouraelves, and that it i s pleasing to us to be offered u p 
as a saerifiee for Lheir greatness, if we must make such a sacrifi.ce, 
and to pay the price for their glory, Lheir nohility, their religion, 
and their hopes, if we pos seas the ruquisite wealth. One thing 
alone has persuaded u s t.o take this position in their regard - the 
fellow - feeling which seizes our hearts, masters our cmotions, keeps 


1 "The Truth," Al-Hflqq, i s h CoiTimun Litle o f God. 
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u b f rum slecp, and brings us it tears, It is difficult, it is indcctf very 
difficult, tn see h o w our people are presently beleaguered, and then 
to resign ourselves to huinility, or accept a submissive role, nr 
a ban do n ourselves to despair, For when we work for mankind in 
AHah’s way, we work harder than for our&elvcs : we are for you 
and for no one else, beloved, nor shalJ we ever be against yon T even 
for a day, 

Allah’s Is the Virtue and the Munificence 

We are conferring no s pedal favor* nor do we suppose thaL wc 
derive any particular virtue Tor ourselves in this matter, We 
simply believe i n what Allah (Rlessed and Almighty is HeE i has 
said: "Rathcr has Allah conferred a benefit u pon you i n thaL He 
has guided you to faith. if you speak the truth™ |Q,49: 171. But we 
wish on your belial 1 - ifwisheu avail - Lhat our hearts be laki baro 
to Ihe sight and haring of our people, so Lhat our brethren may 
observe whcther they see in Lhem aught bui desirc for the i r 
advantage, eompassion Coward them, and self-sacrifice for their 
welfare. 

Will they fmd aught but eonsuming grief fnr the circumsbances 
in which we fmd ourselves ? Let it sufFice us that Allah knows all 
Ihis, that He alone is the guarantor uf a successful outcome, and 
lhat in His hands lio the gutding reins of merfs hearls and the 
keys to t hem. He w h om Allah guides will not be misled, but hv 
whom Allah loads astray has no guide. He is our suffiriency, and 
Lhe best of Guarantors Is not Allah sufTicient for His servanl ? 

Four Typcs 

All we w f ould desire of mankind is that they stood before u s as 
one welded out ofthese Tour typcs: 

The Believcrs Any person who Jias Jail.h in our mission, 
believes i n what we say, approves o f our principles, and sees therom 
some good i n which his soul may fincl satisfactbn and his heart be 
content, is one whom we invite to hastcn to join us and to w n r k 
with u s so that the numbcr of those who strive i n Allah 1 !» way 1 may 


j The term usod horc mujahid* which st*e i n the t llnasary of A rabi c Tftrmt:. 
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increaae» and the voice of thc agents of uur mission be augmented 
by his voicc, There is no meaning to faith unless it be aceompanied 
by works t and no profit in a doctrine whirh dnes not impel its 
possessor to b ring i t to fruition and tn sacrifice himself for its sake. 
Such w e re the First Precursors of those whose brcasts were opened 
by Allah to His guidance, so that they followed His prophets 7 has 
faith in His revealed scripUires, and st.rove mightily for Him. On 
thesc wili Atlah bestow His most guneruus wage. The faet that they 
w i U have the same reward uh those who followed ihem wili not 
Jessen thoir wages i n the sligbtest. 

The ’Waverer: Anyone to whom the truth remains undear, and 
who has not discorncd the ideals nl’ stncerity anti moral profit in 
what wc have saicl, is hesitant. and wavering, and we leave him to 
his hesitaney. We oounsel him, however, tn get in more intimate 
contaet with u&, read about us sooner or later» study our writings, 
visit ourclubs, and beeome person aDy acquaintod with our Brethren. 
Then he will have confidertce in us, Allah willing, for the attitude 
of the waverers amnng those who followed the apostles in former 
times was identical. 

The Opportnnistt As fbr the person who does not wish to lend 
his aid eseept after finding nut how much he will get back as 
profit» and how much gain his contribution will net him, we say to 
him: “Take it. easy! We have no prize to offer excep Altah*s reward 
i f y ou B re sincere, and Paradise i f H e recognizeg any good in yon. 
As for us, we are uniniportant and poor: our concern is to offer 
whatever we have as sacriiice and to contribute whatever wc 
possess. Our hope is Allah’s gracc, for He is the best o f Masters 
and the best or Helperss.” Then, i E’ Allah removes the veil fr om his 
mind, and di s pol s the nightm&rc ol'eovetousenss from his heart, h e 
will know that Lbe things whicil are of Allah a n: betler and more 
Insting, and he will join Allah’s battalion to give generously of such 
goods of this worki as he posse&ses to ubtain Allah’s reward in the 
Afterlife, fbr what you possess will pass away T hut that which is of 
Allah is everlasting. if it is otberwise, Allah is in no need o f those 
who do not see that to Allah belonge the first right over their 
persorts, their wenllh, the i r term i r this world and the next, thoir 
life and their death, If w as the same attitude that people h ke t hem 
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actopted when they refused lo swear fcalLy to the ApostJe of Allah 
f May Allah blcss and save him!) unleas they werc granted the 
supremc authcrity after him. His solo response (May God bless 
and save him!) was to infnrm them that: “The oarth is Allah’s: he 
gives to inherit it these whom He will of His aervants, and the final 
conseque«ee is in favor of the pious r [Q.7: 128 f 

The prejudiced: The individual who Jooks on uh with suspieion, 
and has all sorts of dcnibts and misgivmgs about us, is looking at 
U5 through dark gla&ses and will tnlk about us onjy in Lerms 
indicative of vexation and akeptictam, TJe remains solidly fixed in 
his delusjons, wrapped up in his doubts, and enveloped in his 
fancies, On behalf of ourselves and him, w e pray Aliah to give ns to 
see the tnith as trulh and to grant vig to follow it; and to givc us to 
see vanity as vanity and to grant us to shun it; and to inspire both 
us and him with right guidance. Wc invite him, if he will accept 
the invitation, and summon him r if he will reply to the summons; 
and we pray Aliah on his behnlf, for Hc, Glory nnto Him, is the 
Cynosure of hope. Allah revealed the following conceming cne type 
of man to His Noblc Apostle; "Thou dost indeed not guide thoae 
whom thou lovest, but Allah guides whom He will" [Q.28: 561, We 
shall, however, oontinue to tove this individual and hope that he will 
oome over to us and be convinced by our misa ion, fur our only slogan 
is the guiding word of the Elect 1 (May Allah blese and save him!)to 
us aforetime: *My Allah, forgive my people, for they do not know!* 

We wish that all people of these lypes were united as one with 
us, for the time has come when the Muslim muat pursue his goal 
and defiae his objuetive, and work toward this objoctive unt.il lie 
attains his goaL Aa for this ruiaguidcd negligence, these silly 
nntions, these heedJtss turus of rninti, this blind indedsion of his, 
and his following after every Tom, Dick, and Hany - this is in no 
way the path of the bcliever. 

Annihilation 

Bcsides this t we would like our people to know that only he is 
fit to respond to this mission who comprehends it i n all its aspects, 

1 "The Elect," Al-Mustafa, i a h uornmon title af the Prophet Muhammad. 
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anti who devotes, to it all that may be domandcd of him in term£ of 
his person, his wealth, his time, and his bealth: “If yuur fat.hers, 
your sons„ ytiur brothers, ycntr wives, your kin T the wealth yoa have 
earned, the commerce whose falling offyou fear, and the Dwellings 
in which you rejnice. are more beloved by you than Allah and his 
Apostle, and struggle in His way - then wait until God brings His 
command; Alto, rioes natguide an iniquitous people” [Q:&: 24 ]„ 

For it is a mission which does not tolerate divided loyalty, since 
its verv nature is that «r total unity, and whosoever is prepared to 
accept it will live through it as it lives through him. Whosoever is 
too weak for this burden will be deprived of the reward of those 
who strive, and will re m ain with the backsliders and stay with the 
siackers. Allah will extcrd His invitalion to him to another people 
i n his slead: “humble toward believers and pnwerful against un- 
believers, striving in the way d Allah, and fearing not the reproach 
of any reproacher, That i s the bounty o f Allah, which He brings to 
wliom He will” |Q.5 :54l . 

Clarity 

We siimmon mankind to accept a principle - a clear, principle 
already accepted by them all: al are &cquainted with it, believe in 
it, and Eichnowledgc its validity, and Lhey know that thcir 
salvation, prosperity and peace of mind depend on it - a principle 
whose eter nal validity has been allested to by expericnce and the 
judgment o f history, as well as by its applicability to the reform of 
temporal esistence. 


T wo Faiths 

The difference between lis and oli r people, though we a re all i n 
accord in our faith in this principle, is that among them it is an 
anesthetized faith, dormant with i n the i r snuls, one to which they 
do not wish to submit and accordingto whose dicatat e s they do not 
wish to act; whereas it is a burning, blazing, intense faith fally 
awakened in the souls ofthe Muslim Brotherhood. Thera is amesing 
spiritual quality which we Easteraers, as well as others, perccive 
within our souls; namely, that we believe in our ideology with a 
faith which, when vve diseuss i t with people, leads them to believe 
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i.hat it will impoJ us to shatter mountains, to offer up our persona 
and oar wealth, bea r misfortunes, and struggle against adver&ilios 
unti f we triumph through it, or it through us. Nevertheleaa, once 
the hurly - burlv of debate grows qutel, and the group break up 
and go the i r ways, each individual fbrguts his faith and ignores* 
his tdenlogy, giving n o thcught to acting i n order to further it, nor 
urging himself to put forth the slightest effbrt on its belialf. In faet, 
hc may carry this forgetfulness and negligence so far that he will 
oven act againat it, unwittingiy or not. Do you not laugh i n 
amazement when you see a man, thoughtfuJ, active, and educated, 
merely within, the spacc ol" two conaecutive hours out of the entire 
day turn into an apo&tate among apostates, and a believor among 
believers ? 

This Jisilessness, o r fbrgetfulness, or negligence, or torpidity - 
ca.ll it what ynu will - i$ what has mada us try to arouse our 
prindple f the very same prmciple accepted by our people) to 
enseiousness within the souls of this bcloved poople. 

Various Missions 

Thereforc 1 shall re turn i o may first statement* and say that the 
mission of the Muslim Jirotherhood is Lhc prcachingofa principlep 
for in the East and West today there are various missions and 
prineiples and iedologies and schools o f thought and □ pin ion s and 
objectives - all of which sow division in the minds of men and war 
within their henrts. Each one ofthem is shown i n the best possible 
light by its adhorcnts: each onc has its propaganda spread aboul 
by its c re a tu re s, its followers, its devoteos. and its disdples. Thcy 
claim special virtues and exceilences f'or it, and make such 
uxuggeraled prelunsions as will tender i t attractive, captivating, 
and striking to people. 

Rropagandists 

Propagandis ts of Loday arc not like those of yeeterday. They 
are educated, w e Ih oquipped, and thoroughly trained specialists, 
particularly in the Western countries, where there a re trained 
corps special izin g i n e very ideologv, clarifying its abstruse potnts, 
displaying its good fbatures, and mventing means of dissemination 
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and methods of propagandizing for i t. Of its behalf s they feel out 
thc easicst, most. effortless, and most convenient ways to influence 
the minds of people, leading to inner conviction and converston, 

The Methods 

Similarly, thc methods of propaganda today a re not thnse of 
yesterday. The propaganda of yesterday consistcd of a verbal 
mcssage given out. i n a speech or at a meeting, o r one written in a 
traet. or letter. Today, it consists of publications* magazines, 
new.spapers, articles 1 plays 1 films. and radio broadcasting. All thesc 
liave made it easy to influcncc the minds of all mankind, wcmon as 
well as men, in fhcir homes, places of business, factories and fields, 

Therefove it has become necessary that propagandists perfect 
all these means so that their efForte may idei d thc desircd rcsults. 

Now why um I makin g this digression? I shall say once more 
that thc world today is surfeited with propaganda of all kinds - 
politicaf nationalist, patriotic, economic, military, and pacitist, 
And what ia the mission of the Muslim Brotherhood alon gs ide this 
confused welber? 

It will give me the chance to speak to you on two matters: first, 
the simple, posi t j ve Pramework of our mission; then, afterwards, our 
stand with respoet to eath and cvery one of theso o the r missions, 

Do not judge me too h arah [y for this digression: 1 had made a 
resolution to write as I spcak, and to discuss my topic in this 
manncr, without styiistic artifice or preciosity. I simply wish ]>eople 
to know me as I am, and to let my message reaeh their minds devnid 
o f oma men t and embeli ishment. 

Our Islam 

Listen, Brother: Our mission is one described most comprchcn- 
sively by the term “Islamic,” though this word has a meaning 
broader than thc narrow definition understood by people generally. 
We believe tbat Islam is an all - embracmg concept which regulates 
every aspeet of lifa, adjudicating on every one its concems and 
prescribing for it a solid and rigorous order. It does not stand 
helpless before life*s problem s, nor Lhe steps one must take to 
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improve mankind. Some pcople miatakenly undurstand by Islam 
so metli ing restricted t o ccrtain typcs of religious observances or 
spiritual excrcisos, and confine themsclves and the i r u n deretan d i ng 
to these narrow areas dotcrmined by thoir limited grasp, 

Rut w e understand Islam - as opposcd to this view -very 
broadiy and comprehensively as regulating the afTairs of men in thi& 
world and the next. We do not make this dai m out of presumptmn, 
nor do we enlarge u pon it on the basis of our nwn preconcoptions; 
rather it is based solely on our understand ing of the Boofe of Allah 
and the btographies of the first Muslims. T f the rcader wishes to 
understand the mission of the Muslim Brotherhood in a sense 
broader than Lhe mere word "Islamic," let him toko up his Qur’an 
and rtd himseJf of vvhimsy and prejudgment. Then he wi 1] get to 
understand whnt the Qur’an is about, and will see right there the 
mission ofthe Muslim Brotherhood. 

Yes indeed, our mission ia “Islamic* in every sense ofthe word, 
Thattaken into accounl, understand by it what you will, as longas 
l.hia underatnnding is cunfined to Allah’s Book, the Sunna 1 * of his 
Apostle* and the biographies of the early Muslim pietist. Allah 3 s 
Book is the foundatiun of Islam and its pillar, and the Sunna of His 
Apostle is the explanation and commentary on the Book, while the 
biographies of the early pietists 51 {Allah "h graee be upon them;) 
embody their execution of its commands and their obedience to its 
teachings. They u re the practical exempiars and the paradigmatik 
models of these contmandaierits and teachings. 

Our Attitudc Toward the Varinus Missitms 

Our stand with r^Hpect to the various misa ion s - which are y 
veritable flood in this era, and which have divided men's hearts 

1 The Sunna ofthe Prophel fionipriscs all his recordcd snyings, opinians, and acls 
preserved in the Tradiliwns. In lhe Muslim view, these: constitute a pracLical 

commentary on lhe eithkal and ritual precepts laid down in the Qur’an, and 
therelbre prnvtde aml Ideal model whirh The pioun Muslim e hou UI imitale in 
his dailv life. See also -Sun n u atid h&rtith i n the Glnasary of ArabicTcrms. 

-The Salaf, or earlioBt genoratiem of Muslima cnnverted L o la I ani diiring the 
Prohet’s mmistry, The term i s aomeUmttu imud u» inditdc the sccond 
gancratlon, the Tahi nn, fis woll. 
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and thrown their mi n cis into cunfusion - ia that w e weigh tlicm i n 
the balance of our miEsion. Whatever is in acxord with it is welcomed; 
but whatever clashcs with it, we are absolved thercfrom. We believe 
that our mission is universal and all - eneompassing, but that it 
does not turn ils back on the heneficial aspetts of any other miasion, 
without familiarizing itselfwith them and recommending them. 

Patriotism 

Ponple are at times seduced by the appeal to patriotism, at 
other times by that o f nationalism, especially t n the East, where 
the Eastern peoples are avvare of the ahupies of the West toward 
them, abuses that have done injury to their dignity, their honor, 
and their indcpendcnce; as well as commandeered their wealth 
and shed their bloud; and where these peoples sufTer under the 
Western yoke which has beon ftrced upon them. Hcnce they are 
trying to frec themsclves from it with whatever strength, resistance, 
opositiun, and endurancc they arc capablu of summoning up. The 
tongues of their leaders have becn given free rein, a stream of 
newspapers has gushed forth, their writers have written, iheir 
orator s have made speeches, and their broadcasters have broacfcast, 
all in the name of patriotism and the msyesty of nationalism. 

Tliis is good and line. But it is neither good nor fine that when 
yon try to aequaint the Eastern peoples - they being Muslim - with 
the fact that this is to bc found in Islam in a state mnre eomplete, 
more pure T more loi’ty , and morc exaitod than anything that ran be 
found in the utterances oFWesterncrs and tlie books of Eurnpeans, 
they reject i t and pcrsiat in imitating these latter blindly, claiming 
that Islam belongs in one category and t h Es ideology in an other. 
Som e of them think that this is what splits the unity of the nation 
and weakens the solidarity o f their youth. 

This mistakcn not ion has been a danger for the Eastern peoples 
from every standpoint, and with this notion I would now like to 
turn to the attitude of the Muslim Brotherhood and their mission, 
insofar as they deal with the idea u f patriotism - the attitude they 
approve of for themselves, and which they desirc and are trying to 
convince the peopte to adopt with them. 
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The Patriotism of Sentimen t 

If by it the propagandis ts for patrintism mean love of this land, 
att-Eichment to it f sentimen t. toward it* and affection toward 1 1, i t is 
something anchored in thc very nature of the soul> for one thing; 
and for another, it is prescribed by Islam. Bilal, 1 who sulTered m 
every way for the sake of his crced and his religion, was the same 
Bilal who uttered the follnwing sentiment in the House of Exite, 2 
filled with longing for Mecca, in verses overfUiwing with tendemess 
and repiete with sweetness : 

Would that I knew i f 1 shall spend a single night once 
more In a valley, about me sweet - smelling herbs and 
panic - grass; Or if I shall come down some day to the 
wabers of Majanna, And ifShams and Tefil shall ever rise 
up before me, 3 

The Apostle of Allah {May Allah bless and save him) had listened 
to a description of Mecca by Usayyil, 4 and his tears wdled up in 
yearning for it, He said: “O Usayyil, let our hearts rcst quiet”, 

Patriotism of Frcedom and Greatness 

Or if they mean that i t is necessary to make e very effort to f re e 
the land ironi its ravagers^ to increase its independence, and to 
instill the prindples of freedom and greatness i n the souls of its 
sons - then we are with them in this too. For Islam has laid the 
greatest s tres s u pon this, as He (Blessed and AJmighty is He;) says: 


1 Bilal b, Rabah (?-S4l) a Meccsn siavc nf Ethioplan origin who was an early 
convert to Islam. His pagan master subjeetod him to torturc because of his 
religioLLE tcuivicLions, and he was boughl and Frecd by Abu Bak r. He was thc 
iirst one to perform tho officc qf calling the Futlhful to pmyer (mu^uihdhin, 
“mueaziti^} in Islam, wnd wj^ the first state IrOflSurer, He faught in alt the 
Propiuit's campaigtis, and dted in Itamascus altnr Lho Muslim w>nqueaL of Syrm 

® A refcrcncv in Mcdinp, the eity to which the Muslims emigrated an a bodv in 
the Hijra (Emigrstion.) of 622. 

3 Majrmnn, Shama, and Tafil are mountains in thc ncighborhootl Of Mocca. 

H L’sayyil. a ruune assipnod to [3 ruimber of the Prophet’s contempuraiies. 
Whoever il. wjir, h e asked by the Prephstor by the Pudphet'ii wifu ‘A'isha 
to dcscribe Mecca at tlie timc of his deparlure For Mcdma. Hi» description 
movcrl Lhc Prophet to utter these or simiJar seotiments, 
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"Greatness belongs to Allah, His Apoatle, and the bclievers, bu L the 
Hypocrites 1 know not” [Q,63: 8]; and He says: “Allah will never 
grant to the unbclievers a way against the believers” IQ.4: 14 1J. 

Patriotism of Commuity 

Or if they mean by "patriotism” reinforcmg thc bonds whioh 
unito individual s within a given eountry, and guiding them to the 
means of putting this reinforccment to work toward their best 
interests - then we are also in agreement with them on this. For 
islam regards this as a necessary religious dutv 1 and its Prophct 
(May Allah bless and save himl) said: “Be worshippers of Allah, 
and brethrenf* whiio the Noble Qur'an says: “O ye who belicvd Do 
not take as oonfidants those who are riot of yon! they will not fail 
to cast discorder amung you; they are pleased hy what trouhles 
you. Hatrcd has been revealed out of their mouths: what their 
breasts concoal is yet greater. We have made the signs clear to yon, 
if you would bu L under sland” |Q.3: 118]. 

Patriotism of Conquest 

Or if they mean by "patriotism” the conquest of eountries and 
lordship over the earth. Islam has alrcady ordained that, and has 
sent out tonquerors to carry out the most gradous of colonizalions 
and the most blessed of conquests. This is what He, the Almighty, 
says: "Tighl them till there is no longcr discord, and the rcligien is 
AHah’s” [Q,2: 193]. 

Patrioti sm of Facti on ali sm 

O r i f they mean by "patriotism” dividing u p thc nation into 
parties which ongage i n m u tual throat - cutting, hatred and 


1 The Hypucrite (M u nafiku n) weft half-be&rtcd Medirie&b conwurtts to It?Lti]Ti who 
profeasud byalty to the Prupheiand his l'aith» bui who were evidently retidy 
U) mokc pcacc with the pagans in the ovent of a struuw Muslim tlufcal* and 
w-ore thereforo wniting to seo which way the chips would faJI. They are aleo 
ralucUtnt to surr-ontloc uli elTeetive politicut authoritv to- Muhammnd by piving 
up their nlliances with lho Modinese Jewish tribes. 

- A hadith found in theMusngd of Ahmad b. Hanbal. See A. J. Wesnickel u.!., 
Contoi'dance ct indiee» dn fa trudilion imisulm;mc t 4: II 5. 



vituperation, hurling accusations at one another, deceiving one 
anothcr, and banding iogether to furthcr poaitivist cnurses of action 
dietated by their desircs, informed by their personal motives and 
gnals, and interpreted by their minds to accord with their own 
selfish interests - thon the enemy will tnke advantagE of all this for 
bis own ends„ encournging tliis fire to biaze fnrth all the mord 
ficrcely* causing them to differ over the truLh bui be United on the 
false. Further, ]ie wilj prevent any communication or cooperation 
between them, bu t will alJow them to communicate with him and 
to rally around him, with the result that. they will sedk unly his 
pnrlieus, and onfy those who come to him as visitors will enootmter 
one another. This i s a counterfeit patriot i s m, which do es no good 
either for its propagandists a r for people i n general. Now you have 
already seen that we are un the side of their extremists with 
respect to all the sound idoas it eontains which redound to the 
benefit of' the country and its peopie. And you have ulao soon that 
this extenstve and wtderanging patriotic propaganda constitutcs 
no more than a pari ofthe teuchings of Islam. 

The Limits of Our Patriotism 

The bone of contention between lis and them is that we defme 
patriotism accord in g t.o the Standard of' credal belief, while they 
define i t accord i n g to territorial bordera and goograpbical 
boundaries. For evcry region in which Ihcre is a Muslim who says: 
"There is no god hul Allah, and Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah”, 
is a fatherland in our npinion, possessing its own inviolability and 
sanctity, and demandmg love, smcerity, and earnest efTbrt for thc 
sake of its wetfare, All Mus lima i n these geographtcaliy determined 
countries are our people and our brethren: we are eoncemed about 
them, and we share their feelings and sensibifites. Propagandists 
for patriotism alono are nol M ke this, sinee all that interes t s them 
is what concerns a speciiic and narrowly delimited region of the 
earth. This practical difference shows for t h clearly whenever any 
one ofthe nations desiros to aggrandize itsetf at the expense of any 
olher one, for we do not approve of this taking place at the expense 
of any Islam ic country. We seek power nnly that we may all share in 
i L tugu the r. Bu t the propagandists for pure pat rintis m seu nothing 
wrong in this; and as a result, btmds of amicable relationship are 


66 



snapped, power is dispersed* and the enomy strikes oul at some by 
m aki n g use of others. 


The Goal of Our Patriotism 

This is on e factor. The second is that purely local patriots seek 
for the most part to free their own country, and then afterwards to 
build up its atrengtb on. the material eide* just as Europe is doing 
today* We, on the other ha ml, believe that the Muslim is duty 
bound to give of his person* his blood, and his wealth to carcy out 
his tnist, namcly, to guide mankind by the light of Islam and to lift 
its banner o n high above the region 3 of the earth, with out desiring 
thereby wealth, rank t or power over anyone* nnr the enslavement 
of any poople, He desires only Allah's Facc and the felicity of the 
world through Hia religion and the exaltation of His word, This is 
what spurred on the pious early Muslim s (Allah's giace be upon 
the m!) to those saintly vietories which astcmnded the world and 
went bayond anything history hael known i n their swiftness, 
justice, nobility, and virtue. 


Unity 

I would 1 ikc to draw your attentiun to the egregious error of 
that leading figure who says that aeting on this principle would 
tear apart the unity of the nation, which is composed of different 
religi oua elemen ts, 1 N o w Islam* which is the very religion of unity 
and equality, guarantees the maintenance o f the ties uniting the 
\vhoie t s o Ion g as they confcinue to cooperale for the good: “Allah 
does not fbrbid y o u to deal with those who have not fought against 
you i n rel i gin n and ha e e not expelled you from y our homes, with 
kindness and justice* for indeed Allah loves the just” |Q.60: Sl. Now 
then* from what source could dissension spring ? 


1 Ilere AJ-Eflnnd’ is probably referring to the famnua w rSt.fi r and educfttor 
Ahmad Lutfi al-Sflyyid (1872 - 1963 h or to ono o t his ne merona <lisdp]e&, who 
enmpaigned on bchuli'oi an ardent Egyptian nationalesm as opijorad t, o both 
Pon-tfilmism and Pan-Arabism + Sm, For example* Charles Wendell, The 
Evolutiort of the Bgypiunn National Imiigr; i'rom its Origins to Ahmad 
Lutfi nl-Sayyid, pp. 229-231, 25G-257. 
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You have seen altar all this how much we are in agreemunt 
with tlie most ardent patriots as regards love nf the country’s good 
and eamest struggle for the saka nf its li berat i cm, its welfare, and 
its progreas. We do, and we support everyone who will endeavor to 
procure bhese wil.h sincerity. Even more, 1 want you to k n n w that 
their endeavoi\ if it shnuld result in freeing the fatherland and 
restoring its glory, would rcpresent to the Muslim Brotherhood 
inerely a pari of the way, or simply a single stage of it, For after 
that., it stil! reroains for them to strive to ralse the Standard of the 
Islamie fatherland on high over alJ the regtons af the earth, and to 
unfurl the banner of the Qur'an everywhere. 

Nationalism 

And now I shall sjwali to you aboul our atlilude loward the 
principie of nationalism. 

Nationalisin of Glory 

If, by what they vaunt as the principle of nationalism, they mean 
that the sdons should follow in the fbolsbeps of their aneestors on 
the ladder o f glory and grandeur; that they should entulate them 
in their faculties of exoept3onsl ability and resnlution; that they 
should tak e them as a good uxample to Ibltow, and that the grandeur 
of the fbrefathers is something their desccndanls may buast of, and 
through whtch they may discover bravery and magnanimity by 
virtue of inti m a tes connection and inheritance - then it is a wortliy, 
fine goal which we encourage and advocate. Does our apparatus for 
awakemng the 1 ardor nf the present gencration exigt for any olher 
reason than to spur them on through the glories of those gone 
before? Perhaps a elear direetive for this may be seen. in what the 
AposLEe of Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) said: "Men are 
treasure - troves: the best nf them in Pagan times are the best of 
them in Islam, if they bui kmiwV There you scc now thcit f siam 
does not deny t h ia excellent and noble quality to nationalism. 


1 A bndith t» ho t'inmd i r. Al-Eukhiiri, AJ-Jami al-Sahih (cds. M. LudoJJ’ Kneh l 
and 'J’h. W. Juynbdll i, Boak fiil, Scction 19. Sksci also Concurdftnce, 2; UH) und 
4 : ISG. 
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National ism of Political Community 

Or tT they mean by "nationalism* that a man's kin and his nation 
are the most deserving nut of all mankind of his benevolence and 
devotion, and thts most woTthy of his favor and zealous stviving 
Ijihadl - fhen it is the truth, for who does notthink that his people 
a re the mosi deserving of mankind of his zealous efTorts, when he 
has sprung from t hem and has grown up amongthcm? 

By my life T a man’s kin are greater in fbrbearence Toward him. 
even if they mount him on all kinds of saddles . 1 

Natioiialism of Discipline 

If what ia inlendad by "nationalism” is that all of ua are pul lo 
the test. and held accountable to work and strive assiduously, i t is 
up t.o every coDaelivity to realize the goal from its own vantage 
point until wc convorge, Allah willing t in the forocourt of victory, 
and the ei Lhis d i vision will havc been a good thing indeed! Who i s 
fbr n s p i n company with those who spur on the Eastern peoples i n 
phsJanxes T eaeh one on its own battlefield, until w r e all converge in 
the felicity of freedom and liberalion? 

All this and the likei comprised by the concept of nationalism is 
fine and wonderful; Islam does not reject it - Islam being our 
creiterion - but in faet, our hearts are open to reeeive it, and we nrge 
all to accept it. 

Nationalism of Paganism 

if* however, what i s meant by “nationalism" is the revival of 
the cusloms of a pagan age which have been swept away, and the 
reeonstifcution of extinct manners that have gune by, while a 
benevolent civilization which has long been estahlished i s effaced, 
and the bonds and attachments of Islam are disaolved by the 
propaganda o f nationalism and racial selfaggrandizement* as some 


1 Mining, "Even if tliey subject him Lu variuua urmoyuncus and distomforl.s.' 1 
F ri m n puem in llie fimutus ninth-cenlury anthnkngy entitlcd Al-Mamasa, 
cutnpjtad by 1.1n: puct Abu Tammam. I» the recenl IS^pUftn editi «m of lhis 
work, the author's namo is given aa Khalid b. Nadla, but there arti mimerous 
otlier fltii'ibtii.fons. 
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statfis have done by taking estreme tneasuros to annihilate the 
characteristic traits of Islam and ArabUrn - estending «ven tc 
personal names, the letters of the alphabet and the vocabulary, 
and to the reviving of long * dead pagan customs - then this 
ingredient of nationalism is reprehensible, deletcriuus in its con- 
sequences and evil i n its results. 1 It will lead the EaSt to a serioua 
bankruptcy, causing it to forfeit its heritage, wliile its prestige will 
Ihereby declitie, and its most intrincic quafities, together with the 
most hallnwed chsracteristics of its honor and nnbiiity, will be lost, 
But this will harm AllalTs religion not a t a II: “And if you turn y nur 
backsj He will replace ynu with another people, and they wiH not 
be like you*' [Q47; 38], 

Nationalism of Aggression 

If what is meant by “nationalism” ia racial selfaggrandizement 
to a degree which leads to the disparage raent of Other raees, 
aggression against t hem, and their victimization for the sake of the 
naticm'a glory and its continued existence, as proaehed for exEunple 
by Germany and Itaiy; nay more, a» claimed by every nation which 
preaehes its superiority over all others - then this too i s a 
reprehenaible idea, it has no share in humanitarianism, and 
rneans that the human race will liquidate itself (br the sake of a 
delusion with n o basis in. fact and cmbartying not the slightest good. 

Two Pillars 

The Muslim Brotherhood do not believe in a nationaiism 
containing these ideas or their like, nor do thev advocate 
Pharaonism, Arabism, Fhoenicianism, or Syrianism, or emp]oy any 
of those epithets by which peoples are held u p to insutt. But they 
do believe in what the Apostle of God (May Ailah bless and save 
himf), the Perfect Man, a the most perfeet. leacher who has ever 


1 This lb a dear referen ce U> the sweeping reforma instiluted by Mustafa Ke mal 
Atatiirk in theyeara following Ihe emergence ofthtTuitoh repubiic in J.95J3. 

a In Arab m, “Al Insan al-kamil, 11 The Prophet is, of cmirae, the ideal model of 
Muslim virtue and piety for the bel lever, but i n view of Al-Bannn’s early 
affihntian with a. Suli order, this may nlso be an allusion tn Muhammad as 
the Primordial Arohetype of prophefchond, the First Tntclligoncn who tmdiates= 
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taught mankind the good, said: “Allah has removed from y o u the 
arrogance of pagani-sm and the vaunting of you r ancestiy: mankind 
springs from Adam,, and Adam springE from dust. The Arab has no 
superiority over the n<m - Arab except by virtud ofhis piety.” 1 How 
splendid this ia, how fine and just! Mankind are of Adam, and 
therefore they are cquals, and people vie with nne another in thcir 
works, and it is their duty to be riva]s in doing good - two (irm 
pillars, which, if human life were only built u pon them, wnutd lift 
mankind up to the highest heavens! Mankind are sprung from 
Adam, therefore they are brethren and it is their duty to eooperate 
with one another, lo keop the peace among themselves, to deal 
mercifulJy with one another, to guide one another toward the good 
and to vie with one another in performing good works. It is their 
duty to strive zeaiously, each w LLh in his sphere, so that mankind 
may advELnee. Have you ever seen humanity risc to hcights toflier 
than this, or a teaching more exeetlent than this? 

Characteristics of Arabdom 

Neverthele&s, we are not denying t ha L the vflrious nations have 
their own distincfc qualities and particular moral characters, for we 
know that evcry peoplc has itB own quality and its own sliare of 
escellence aud moral fiber, and we know too t.hat in this respect 
the various peoples difter from one another and vie with one 
another in excellenct_\ We beliave that in (hese respeets Arabdom 
possesses the fullest and most abundant share, but this does not 
mean that its people s should seize u pon these characteristies as a 
prelejtt for aggression, Hather should they adopt Lite n o s a mean s 
of realizing the foremost tas k for which every people i s responsiblc 
- the renaissance of humanily. Probably you will nol find in all of 
history any one of the peoples of this earth who have grasped this 


-betwecn God and Creaticm. jjs Cr^atimi, as iW tijcample i n ihe myaLical 
phtlosophiL-s of Ibn al-Arabi and ‘Abd al-Karim fd-Jili. Et. Anralduit, nn. 
“Al-Iosan al-Kamil," El 4 . 

[ These wnrds were uttered by Muhammad a t tho ronqueat ofMecca in f50Q. ns ' 
he stood al the door of Lh<! Ku 'bu, w hit h had jus t beart daanaed of i.ts idola 
and all oiher traccs of pojyttieiati? worghip. Soc lltn lshnr[, Tim Life nf 
Muhammnd, p, 55.1, 
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conccpt as fullv as did thut Arabian phalanx ccnsisting of the 
Companions of the Apostle of Allah f May Allah bless and save him!). 

This is a digression demanded by the context of our discussion., 
b u, t I would rather not continue t n this vein, lest it take us tao far 
afield. Hence I n o w return to our chiof point of interest. 

The Bond of Credal IDoctrine 

Novw that you have learned all this - may Allah sustain you! - 
know that the Muslim Brotherhood regard mankind as divided 
into two camps vis-a-vis them sel ves: one, beiievtng as they believe, 
in Allah ’b religion and His Book, and in the mission of His Apostle 
and what he brought with him, These a re attached to us by the 
most hallowed of bonds, the bonds of credal doctrine, which is to us 
holicr than the bond of blood o r of sotl. These are our closest 
relativcs among the peoples: w e Teel sympathy toward them, w e 
work on their behalf, we dcfend the m and we sacrifice ourselves 
and our wealth for them in whalever land they may be, or from 
whatever origin they may spring As for other people with whom 
we do not yet share this bond, w e will be at peace with the m as 
lon g as they nefrain frnm aggression against us. We believe, 
however, that a bond does exist hetween us and the m - the bond o f 
our mission - and that it is our duty to invite them to what we 
adhere to because it is the faeat that hu mani tv has to offer, and to 
employ such ways and means to succeed in this mission as our 
faith has designated for that end. As for those of them w T ho show 
hostility toward us, we ehall repel their aggression by the mosi 
virtuous means through which such hostility may bc repolled. If 
you wish to hear this autheuticated hy Lho Iliwk of Allah, listenl 

1. 'The bcliovers are none other than brothers; therefbre mako 

peace between yon r two brothers” 101. 

2 . a Allah does not forbid you to deal with those who have not 
fought against you in religion, and have not cxpclled you from you r 
homes, that you should treat them with kindness and justice, for 
indeed, Allah loves the just. He forbids you only those wrho fought 
against you in religion* and expelled you from your homes, and 
helped to expel you, that you should take them as friends” j Q . t>0 : 8-9 L 
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Perhaps through this I have revealed to you a n aspect of our 
mission whidti will not leuve it ambiguoijs or enigmatic it your 
mind, And perhaps after this h you wiEl know what kind of 
organization the Muslim Brotherhond ia. 

In the Faee of Religious Differences 

I will now speak to you cn tho subject of our mission vis-a-vis 
religi ou s difTerences and sectarifin opini ons. 

Joining, not separuting: know firsl - may Aliah erdighten 
you! - that the mission of the Muslim Rruthurhood is a general one 
unaffiliated with any particular secl, and that it. does not favor any 
opinkn known among people as possessing a parchial cast and 
parchial preconcepticns and amclusions. It addresses itself to the 
heart and core of religum, and we would like to see various 
inlerests and poin t b ofvtew unified so that our work may be more 
produetive and our results greater and niare sigfitifkant. For the 
mission of tho Mualim Brotherhoocl i s pure and tmsullied, un- 
blemished by any stain» and i t i h on tho sidu of truth wherever i t 
may be found, warmly espousmg unanimity and d e testing devianey* 
Tho greatest t rial from which Muslim s have sufferod has been that 
of separafcism and disagreement, while ihe basis of all their vietories 
has been love and unity. Tho lasi of this unimu will pnosper on]y 
through the same means as ditJ the llrst: this is a fundamental 
principle and acknowledged goal to evcry Muslim Brother. It is an 
artiele of bolief firmly aruhored within our souls - we owe our origin 
to it, and we appeal to olhcrs to accept it. 

Uifterences nre inievitablo: Wjthnl, we believe that differences 
in the subordinate aspects of religion n re absohitely unavoidable< 
It is impossible for u s n M to be unitecl o n these subordinate aspects, 
opirdons» and schools of thought for' a numher of reasons. Among 
th ese are d i fferc n c es of i n f o 1 1 ectu ? d ci i pnci ty to undur takc pro fo u n d 
investigation* or incapaciiy Lu do so; conscious grasp of rigorous 
proofs T or ignor&nce cif them; and varying abitity l.o penelrate inln 
tho depths of ide a s and the interconnectedness of essential truths. 
Formal religi n n i s containtod in Qur’anic versus, Traditinns, 8 and 


i hjuliih m I ])f Glossajy nf Arpbic Terjns. 
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subject U> intclkctual exposition and judgement witlun Lhti 
bounda set by language and its rules, and on this score pcople are 
very muth at odds and there is no escaping ritssension, Aslo among 
these factorsj ate breadth and paurity of knowledge Foe one 
individual will have haard of something thaL anuther has not r and 
Lhe next one will be i n a si mil ar predicament. Malik 1 said to Abu 
Ja'far 2 : 'The Co m pan i ons of the Apostle of Allah (May Allah blcss 
and save himl) have bea n scattered abon t in the various military 
settlements 3 , and each group has its store of knowledge. If you 
tompel the m to accept ono opinion t there will l>e ojvil strife .”' 1 AI&o 
ainong these factors are differences or environment, so that 
adaptation to each will differ according to the difterent natu.ru of 
each environment You will sen the Imam Al-Shafi'i* (May Allah be 


1 Malik b. Anus; f d. 7135), M edineseju risi and the founder of the Malik i k' School 
oFRuimite law, His Kitab al-Muwatta 1 is the earlicst e^tcnsive campoiidium 
of Muslim law which has survived, and i t preservei; the surina of Merfina and 
the teasensui) ( ijoni i uf the Modinese schoJars and jurists u p to ht^ time, H ia 
vwork h notable for the frcquent usc of independen t j udgmoiU (ra’y) where 
boUi tradition and eufitomary Jaw failed to give silitable answers. 'llie Malikite 
Sclieol is prevalant in North and West Afriea, Upper Egypt, and fprmrrjy i n 
Muslim Sapi n. 

* Abu Ja*far ‘Abd Allah 1>, Muhammad AhMansur, the sccond Cnliph of the 
'Abbnsid Dynasty, whu reigned from 754 - 775. He imilt the original Round 
City of Baghdad ar the new Capital ofthe Islami t- Empire, 

3 The military settleroonte (amsar) were at lira t tempo rary headquarters for 
the Muslim armies during the early years of the seventh-ccntury con^uests. 
Many of these pesta gradual ly bacame impnrtant urban eenters, e.g.. Caim, 
liasrah, Shit az, Kaimuan. 

t Yusuf b-Abd aJ-Barr, Jnmi Bayan nl-Tlm we Fadllhi* 2 vols. fCairo: n.d.'), 1:132. 

3 Muhammad b, Idris ol-ShafiS 1767 ■ 820!, founder of the ShsfVite flehool of 
Surmtfce law Of Qarayahita origin, hc Eeft Mecca for Mcdinn in 787 to «tudy 
ander Malik b. A nas. Hetauphc both i n lrnqand Kgypt.and settled i n Fualat 
in the laltor pnri of his life. Efis tnmb-niosque near Lhe M u q nila m. Hills east 
of Caiam is a fevmk! sita of ptlgrimage. In hi-^ the Qur'an and Lhe 

sunna of the Pnophct everride all other poa.'iible Hourees of law. As subsidi a ry 
prindples, he also recDgnized the ijma of the entire Muslim cornmuity. and 
ansdogy iqiyas) based on Lhe two primary prineiples. Hiu most impertant 
work, from Lhe standpoint of juristic tliecary, i s Lhe 3’reatise o n the 
Fundamontal fimarciis of law (AhKi^ntu fiiisli ;iM |S iqh). The shafi'ilc 
Sehool prevails i n Itjwer Egj r pt # East Africa, SnutlicaLsl. Asia, Indonesia, and 
parts of South Arahku. India, and Central Asin. 
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pleased with him!) do li v ering legal opinions acconding to Lhe old 
svstem of Iraq and aucordirtg to the new system i n Egypt 1 , ]n each 
case he was acting i n accord with what seemed perfectly clear and 
tucid to him; i n neilher ease did he go beyond ferretmg out the 
truth. And emong Ihesc factors are di Kere nces i n the degree of 
inward eonfidence placed in a received tradition as i t i s promulgatect; 
for while yon mav regard this particular traditicmist as authoritative, 
according to this particular imam, and fee! quite satisfied with 
him, accepting him wholeheartedty, yon may find him regavded as 
faulty by another imam, because of what he may krtow of his real 
circumstances. Also among these factors are differences i n the 
cvaluatkm of proofs; for this one wjll consider, for example, that 
tho course of action adopted by the pcople as a whole has priority 
over the welfare o f the individual, while that one disagrres with 
him, and so forth, 

Unanimity o n Minor Details Is Impossible 

Ali these contributing factors have convinced us that unanimity 
oti even a singte question culled from the minor details of retigion 
is a hopdess wish, Nay, it is even incompatible with the nature of 
religi om sinco Allah desires only that this religion last, survive, and 
endure forages and eons, It ss for this reason easy, fleidble, simple, 
and mikb without rigidity orseverity, 

We Apologize for Our Differences 

W e believe this, and apologi z e sineerely to those who differ 
from us in some details. We foe! that this difference wjll never be 
an obstacle to friondly relations, m u tual esteem, and cooperatinn 
for the good; that the broad, sweeping concept of Islam will contain 
buih u s and L hem within iLs excellent bounds and capacious limits. 
Are wc not Muslims as they are? Do we not wish to achieve peacfr 
of mind as they do? Do we not elalm that we wish for our brethren 
what w e wish for ourselves? In what wuy do w c the n differ ? Why 
should not nur viows be a subject for diseussion among them, as 


1 Vleaninp Ihiil Al-ShaJi'i would have recourse to the theories ofthe .swcallec! 
“andent echools of law H in Arabia and Iraq diiring the Ear]i«r perinci of his 
!ifo, before dahorating hi* owr» Uieoiics 5 n EgypL and ptibliehing the Kisala. 
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their views are amnng u s? Whv should we not understand one 
another i n an atmosphere of serenity and aifection T whorn Lho 
inatigation to mu tual undcrstandmg ejiists? 

The very Companions of the Apostlc of Allah (May Allah bless 
and sfive him!) used to have difTerences of opinion, but did this 
create ussential differences between them? Or did it aunder their 
or diasolve their gplkiarity? My Allah, no! There is nothuig 
improbable m the traditinn concerning Lho ufternocm prayer among 
the Banu QurayzaJ 

If theso men differed with one another evcn though they were, 
of all mankind, the closest m time to tSie a pos toh c age and the 
most f amili ar witli he context i n which its preeepls were revealetl T 
whu are we to cut one another to hits tsvor trifling differences of no 
imptirtance whatever 7 If the imams, who were the most eruditc or 
mankind with respect la Allah ‘s Bonk and the Sunnu of Ilis Apostle, 
differod and disputed with one another, why should we not be 
satisfted with what satisfied them? If difTerences arose concerning 
the most well-known and unainbiguous of detail, such as the call to 
prayer which is performed five timos a day, with relevant texts 
and histnrical traditions being handed down in attestation. what 
have y ou to do with the fine poin U r 1 1' such qucstk>ns, which 
originate i n tearned diacu s sio n and painstaking research? 

There is one more matter wortli balung into, People usetl to 
have recourse tn the Caliph and the lu w - enfbrcement agency of' 
the Iinmnate 1 2 3 when they diffcrcd, and he woutd judge belween 


1 After the BatU c of the Trench i n G27, iri which the pagari Mc^caiis and their 

Bt'douitl allies weru iinubli- Lu Liikr \1cdiil.i, Ihu I V-i>f jIii»I wsik. comniundccl by 

Gnhrid tn fidvnnce agiiinst the quaiicr r»f the Barui Qurayza, the Lasi 
renwining Jewisli iribe in the city. The Prophet ordered that no one shauld 
pcrlerm the tdternoon prayer i.mlil he reachfd ihe Qtirnyza qiiHiicr. The 
Prophet laid siege to the (^uiirler, bui some nfhis inen arrived after i he evening 
prayer, stlll not having [rerlbntied Lhe uftemoan prayer in nhcdiimcc to his 
order. Only cifter their amval did they pcrTorm this prayer. Al-Bsmna' here i.n 
trying to poin t out Ehe cxi?tcnco n f nccasirmu] diHcrences in tho ritual practice 
orthe carliest Muslim genom tiap. Eee Ibn Lshaq. The Life of Muhammad, p. 4GJ 

3 The Imamate, as used here, :s tonlaniouut Le ihe Caliphatc, the supreme 
adminifitrative and esurulive ofTire i n Elu- Islamic ivoi'ld- state. The Caliph or= 
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them T and his deeisitm would settlc the dispute. Where is the 
Caliph thesc days? I f this is the way matters stand, the best thing 
that Mualims can do is look for a qadi and submit their case tt> 
him f sincc if they disagree without resorting to competent authcrit-y, 
it can on!y propel them intn further diaagreement, 

The Muslim Brotherhood are acquaintcjd with all these con- 
s [derai j ons, and are therefore the most forbearing of raen with 
those who diffor with them, They recngnize that every peopte has 
some knowledge t and that there is some truth and falaehood in 
every propaganda. They are keen to search out the truth and hold 
Tast to itj and they try, with Ibrbearance and sympathy, to sat i s Fy 
Lhose who disagree with their viewpoint. i f they are satisfied, then 
well and good ; and H’ they are not satisfied, they are still brethren 
in the faith, and w e ask AllaJTs guidance for us and them. 

Fight Agfiinst the Forbidden! 

The Muslim Brotherhood know that there is a sociologieal aspecl 
which is of the utmost importance for the contimied existenee uf this 
faith. How fme it would be, if the elforts of Muslim proselytizers 
were direeted toward organizing people around the idea offighting 
these dangerous issues which threaten the faith a t its very root, 
and which we are all united in detesLing t as well oh in recognizing 
the necessity to annihilate theml 

This is the program of the Muslim Brotherhood via-a-vis their 
opponents on questkms of minor detail in Allah’s religion. Perhaps 
I ran summarizc it for you by saying that the Brotherhood permil 
differences of opinion, detest fanatirism of outtook. and try to arrive 
at thc truth and to convert men to it by the genttest methods of for- 
bearance and uffection. 


= Im:itr| is thn suL:ci.j>.--(tr to M Ll ) i lm m i l; lJ <i>i ulnuf tpf stiiti;, bu L iilliurils nuni' i>J" 

his neliigious or prophetic firiwur*. The larm Caliphatc emphrtsiutfl ihv ftypecl 
nf '‘siictessioir or "sun'ogntc dipnityT while thc term. Itrmmatc striissM that 
of “leadershi|i“ or "nuidance” o f' thc Mualim rortimunily. Acrordinc to the 
SunniLe vjpw, thc- Caliph or Imam munt be elected hy qiuilified dectorH frnm 
ihn L-nmmumty of hcUevcrs, and mufit piusscss the requiriitc traiti» nf knowludgn, 
wisdom, probity, sauntfncss ol mind and body. and deseent l'™ ihc iribe of 
Ouruysh, the tribeofthe Prophet, 
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To the Cure! 

Diagnosis 

Brnther, know and leam that naLious, in terjus of their strength, 
weakness T youth, old age, health, and sichness, are like human 
individuals, without exccption. For even as you look at a human 
being, atrong, sound, and enjcying good health, lu and behold, you 
will see him seized by illness and beleaguered by mal n di es .. 
Ailments and pai n s undermine his strong constitution,, and he com 
tinues lo eompl&in and groan until A11ah‘s mercy - Blessud and 
Almighty is Ilef - overtakes him in the from of' a skilled physieian 
and well - trained s peci alis t who knows the locus o f lho complaint 
and diagnoses it expertly* discovering the area of tho infeetion and 
working with dedication to cure it. And lo and behold, after a time 
yau will seo the saine patient with his strength returned and his 
health reetared to him. He may even be in better eondition after 
his treatment than before i t. Imagine exaetly lho same situation 
with respect to nations: the changes of time confront the m with 
threats to their verv existenee, breaking apart their solid structure 
while disease infiltrates the surfsce appearanee of their strongth. 
If continues to work away at t hem without interruption until it 
wreaks its damage u pon the m, and they turrs out sickly and woaka 
the covetous eyeing them with greed, and the spoilers robbing 
them, They have no strength to repe] the spoiler, and cannot ward 
off the greed of the covetous, They can only be cured by these 
means : knowledge of the locus of the ailment, endurance to put up 
with the pai n of the treatment, and an expert who will unriertake 
it until Allah realizes his goal through his hands, and he brings bis 
cure to a suceessful concluslon. 

The Symptoms 

Experience has taught us t and events have given us to know, 
that the diseasc affiicting these Eastern nations assumes a variety 
of as]3ects and has many symptoms. It has do n e harm to every 
exprossion o f their lives, for they have been assailed on tho political 
side by imperialist aggressiun on the part of their enemies, and by 
faetionalism, rivalry, division, and disunity on the part of their 
sons, They have been assailed on the economic side hy the 
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propagation of usunous pradices throughout all their sotial claases, 
and the exploitation of their resources and natural treaaures by 
foreign eompanies, They have been afTlicted on the intellectual side 
by anarchy, det'ection* and heresy which destroy their religious 
heliefs and overthrow the ideals within their sons’ breasts. They 
have l>een assailcd on the sotiological sidc by Jicentiousnesa t>J r 
manners and m o re s, thnough the sloughing off o f the restraints of 
thc human i tar i an virtures they inhcrited from their glorious. 
fortunate ancestors; while thrmigh imitation of the West, the 
v i per a venom ereeps inaidiously into their afFairs, poisoning their 
blood and sullying the purity of their well - being. They have been 
assailed through the workings c f a positive ]aw which do es not 
restrain the criminal, chastise the assailant, o r repel the unjust; nor 
dues i t even for one day take the place o f the divinely reveaied la w s 
which the Creator of creation, the Master of the kingdom. and the 
Lord of souls and their Originator f has set down, They have been 
assailed also through anarchy i n their pulicy of education and 
training, which s t and s i n the way of effectively guiding their 
present genoration, the men of their future and those who wiil be 
responsi ble for bringing abau t their resurgence, They have been 
assailed on the spiritual side by a death - dealtng despair, a 
murderous apathy t a shameful cowardice 1 an ignoble humility, an 
all- pervading impotence, a niggardliness and an egocentricity which 
prevent people from m,alting any effort, preclude sel f-sacrifice, iind 
thrust the nation from the ranks of eamest strivers into those of 
triflers and gamesters. What hope i s there for a nation agamat 
which all those faetors, in their strongest manifesto Li( m s and mosi 
estreme forms, have been conjoincd for the assault * imperialism 
and. factionalism, usury and heresy and Jieentiousneaa, anarchy in 
education and legislalinn, foreign eompanies, despair and niggardli- 
ness, impotence and cnwardice, and admiration for the enemy, an 
admiration which pronipts one to imitate him in evcrything he 
does, espedally his evil aets. One of Lhese diseases ulonc is sufticicnt 
to k i 1 1 off n um erotis proud nation s, and how much m o re now t h a t i f 
has been spread aiimtl among all, i n cvery nation without eseeption? 
lf it were not for the resistance, Lmperviousness, hardihaod, and 
strength of those Eastern nation s whose enetniea have been 
contending with r.hem from the remote past T and who have been 
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assiduousJy innoculaling them with lho germs of these diseases for 
a long time Y until they fmally imbedded t hem sel v es and hatched - 
i f it were not for these qu&]ities, their traces would have beon long 
ago swept away and wiped out of existence. iiut Allah and the 
believers will not tolerate this. 

Brother, tbis is the diagnosis which the Brotherhood rnnke of 
the ailmcnts of tiris iimrna, and this ts wbat they are doing in order 
to cure i t of the m and to restore to it its lost health and strength, 

Hopes and Feelings 

Bruther, [ would like you to know, before I talk to you about 
these means, that we do not despair of ourselves, that we hope for 
a gre at good, and that we bolieve that only sucln despair slands 
between us and success. For if hope grows strong with i n us, we 
shall arrive at tbis great good Y Allah willing, and therefbre wc do 
not despair, nor does despair Ibrce its way intci nur hearts, Allah bc 
praised’ 

fiverything around u s gives out glad tidings o f hope» despite 
the forebodings of pessimists. If you were to visi t a s i r: k person, 
and found hirn declining gradual ly from speeeh to silence and from 
motion t o immobility, you would feel that h e w as elose to the end, 
that his c u re would be □ difficult matter, and that his disease was 
geming ground, And i f the reverse took place, and h e began to 
move graduatly from silence t o speeeh, and from torpor to mobil i ty, 
you would feel Lhat h e was elose Lo being cured, and that he was 
maki n g progress on Lhe way to heallh and vital i ly. A period o f tim e 
had come nver these Eastern nations d u ring which they had grown 
torpid, bored oven unto doa t b with torpor, and inactive, borue even 
to their wit’s end by inactivity, Bu t n o w they a re seething with a 
waking consciousness emhracing all aspects oflifc, and orc Haring 
up with a vital and fnrceful awareness and sharpened sensibilities. 
[fit were not for the weight of their ahackles on t.be one hand, and 
lho i r lack of diroetion o n Lhe o the r, Lhis awareness would produce 
the most striking re.su Its, But these shaekles shall not endure 
forever: tim e i s change T and i n the twinkling r>(' un eyc Allah 
changes things from one State to another, Thp direcfcionless shall 
not rentai n su forever; guidance ennies after bew'ildermont, and 
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stabclity afber anarchy t for Allah’s is the command befcre atid 
afterf Therefore we never despair - the vcrscs of Allah (Blossed and 
Almighty is Hel), the Traditions of His Apostle (May Allah bless 
and save himl), His guima (Almighty is He!) as regards the 
Ceaching of nations and the exaltation of peoples they have gazed 
on perdition, 1 and all He has related tn us of those matters in His 
Book all of these proclaim an immonse hopc to us T and guidc us 
toward the path of a genuine resurgonce, for the Mus lima know 
this - i f they have studied. 

Just read the noble Qur'anic verses at the beginning of Su ra 
28: “TA SIN MIM. 1 ”* There are the verses of the elenr - speaking 
Ruok: “We shall relate to t.hee some portion of the story of Moses 
and Pharaoh i n irulh, to a believing peoplc. Lo, Pharaoh was 
exalted in tlic earth and made its peoplc into groups, ren dering 
weak a party among the m. slaughtering the i r sons and keeping 
alive the i r women. Bo, he was of those who spread corruptimn. And 
W e desired U> show favor to those who had beo n rendered weak i n 
Lho earth, and to make them leadora and to make them inheritors; 
and to make them strong in the earth, and to display through 
them, to Pharaoh and H aman and the i r soldiery, what they were 
guarding against” 1Q,28: l-fij. 

Read these noble verses and vou will sen bn w the v ain one 
oppresses through bis brutality and e?oilts in his strenglh. salisfied 


1 The sunnn of Allah a] ludes tci Allah's i 'practice 1> vis-ti-vis mankind williin the 
cydieai view o E' human history taught by lho CJur'nn.. Tim a afU;r l.imu. fcither u 
prophcl is suni (kiwn fci-y G*id U* lesdi t h c* unchantfmt; of I lis Unit}' 

and the ccrtitude □(' Judgmcnt to come to a gencration who have relapscd 
i n tu polytheism o r unbelid, ur an apostle isstnt Lo rcnew 1.he.*(i lidingn and io 
b ring a nevv Divinu La w, Thia “etemaJ retur n H endod uni y wilh L he: mending of 
the Irwt apofitk. Mulia rmtiad, with the last revalation. the Quran. The 
^people” rnenticmed hem are probably the Jewish tribes, a favorile cKnmpb: i u 
Al-Banna’a writings to iiiustrate God's humbling of the proud ■ thi 1 - hoats of 
phuraoh ■ nnd Mi s oxaJt.atmn of the dawnlroddeTi. 

A toLil ul'2» i'hapk’rH el'lhc Qnran Ije^in with a aitigk' letter, o r severa! letiers, 
of’ibt' A rabi c nlphabet, which u re simpl y react as Htieh, belbit, i.he First ver se- 
in jup cuki- du they Inrm. a coherent word nr pliraKe; .jiuI dtispite minuirmiH 
LifFprts, mj Euitisractory cupianation oftheir jiresoncst; bas boun made. Si:c W. 
Moulgomery Wutl, IlelTs iiitiiiilu^tiun ti>the (fur’un, pp- (11 -(>5. 
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with his tyrannicnl power and fbrgetful of the Eye, Turth which 
observes him, But jus t as he ia rejoicing in his Fortune, God seiz.es 
him with the grasp of the Migbly, the Powerful, for it is Allah 's 
will invariably to suocor the wrnnge and to help the downtrodden 
and lhose rendered weak. For the vain crumblee at its very 
foundation, but the truth is solidly huilt and firmly supported, and 
thoae who eling to i t will be triumphant* After reading these nobie 
Qur f anic verses and their Jike in the Unassailable Rook, not one of 
the Islam ic natinns believing i n Allah, Mi s Apostlo, and His Book, 
has any excuse to give way to despair and bopelessness, When will 
the Mu s lima apply themselves to God's Bn ok? 

For similar reasons, brother - and there a re majiy sueh in Allah's 
religion - the Muslim Brotherhocd do not despair nf' Allahfs succor 
beingsent down to these nations, despite the difficulties which can 
be seen before the m. In the light of this hope, they carry on the tas k 
of the earnesl the hopeful, Ibr it is Allah of who m aic is sought! 

As for the mcans which I promised you I would disenss, they are 
t.hree b asi c printiples about which the Ideology of the Brotherhood 
revolves. 

(1) The proper program of actlon, The Rrotherhood have ibund 
it in God’s Book, the Sunna of His Apostle, and the prccepts of 
Islam, when the MuslEms will understand these as they should bo - 
fresh, pure, and fa r lemoved from the spurious and the untrue - 
and when they devote themselves to the study o f Islam on this 
basi s j simply* broadly, and comprehcnsively. 

(2} Believing workers. For thia reason the Brotherhood have 
taken i t u pon themselves to apply what they understand of Allali's 
retigion. without indulgcnce or slackness, God be praised, they 
belicve in. their ideology* are satisfied as to its goal, and a re 
confident that Allah will sustain them while they remain devotod 
to Him, and so they will forge ahead under the guidance of Ailah's 
Apostle (May Allah bless and save himl). 

t.31 A determincd, tmstworthy leadership. The Muslim Brothcr- 
hood have found theirs to be o f this character, and so they are 
obedient to it and. work urtder its banner. 
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This, brother, is the sum and substance of what I wanted to 
disouss with you about our mission. It is an explanation which bas 
an explanation n and you yourself are the Joseph of these dreams, 1 
If what wc are about appleals to you, you r hand is linked together 
with ours sg tbat we may work in unison on this palh. Allah is the 
Bestower of suceess on us as well as on you; Ho is our sufficiency, 
and how wonderful a Trustee! 

What a wonderful Master, what a wonderful Helper l 

Allah is most Great: unto Allah be praise, 


1 Thal i s, you yourself are besi abfe tu interpret what w e rnean, like Lhe Joseph 
of Genesis and the (}ur’an. 
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TO WHAT DO WE SUMMON MANKIND ? 


In the Name of God, thc Merciful, 
the Compassionatc ! 

Preamble 

You may be speaking to a large number of people on various 
subjects, and believe that you have elucidated and explained 
everything with lho u L jtlo s t clarity and exhausted every possible 
tneans of revealing what is in your mind, umtil you leave off 
□ddressing them with cryatal * clear ejtpoaition, having presented 
the m with the facts you wished to impart as reveatingly as Lho first 
crack ol'dawn or the sun in broad dayljght, as tliey aay, Then how 
grossly are you astnnished after a while whan you discover that 
these people have neither understood you nor grasped anything of 
what you said. 

I have scen this time aftcr time f and experienced it on numerous 
oceayioRK, I do not think that its secret is any more avcane than 
either of these alternativea: either each one of us uscs n different 
criterion to judgo what he says and hears, and thcrefbre our under- 
standings and perceptions difTbr; of speech itself is ambigumis and 
cryptic, even if the speacker believes what be says to be clear and 
uncquivocuL 


The Criterion 

tn what I am going to say, I would Sike to rnakc plain to all 
people the tnissinn of the Muslim Brotherhood and it.* atma» goals, 
methods, and means, frankiy and clear ly, plrtinly and openly, Bu L 
first f wish to define the criterion we n re using to moarsure this 
clarity, and I shnll strivc to make what I have to say casy and 
simple, It will not be impossiblc for any rcader who wishes to 
bendi t by ii to undersland, and I do not imaginc t hat anyone, out 
of the entire tslamic utnma, will oppose me nvcr my making this 
criterion the Enok of Allah, from whose planitudo wc rcfresh 
ourselves, from whoso oceanic rfepths we draw our sustenance, and 
to whose wisdam w e have recourse. 
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O Our Peopie ! 

The Noble Qur 1 an is an all-mdusive book in which Allah has 
gathered tugether the fundamental s of religious doctrine rtk! the 
bases of social welfare, weil as the broad generalitles of soeular 
legislation containing both commands and prohibitions, Now, have 
the Muslims acted nccnrding to the Qur’cm f have they believed 
with eonviction those religious doctrincs eitcd by Allah, and have 
they understood the objeetives He has made etnar to tliem? Have 
they applied His social and existential legtelation lo the mannur in 
which they dispose of their lives? If wer conclude from our sturiy 
that they have indced donc sg? then we must have arrived all 
together at the desired goal; but if our study reveals that they are 
far from tlie path deerced by the Qur , an and that they ignore its 
teachings and commandments, then know that it is our duty to 
b ring ourselves, as well as those who follow us, batik to that way. 

The Goal of Life in the Qur , an 

The Qur'an has defrned the goal of life and Lhe purpuse o f 
man’s existence, and has shown that a people whese chief concern 
in this life is eating and sensual enjoymenl -He, tim Blesaed and 
Almighty says: "Those who disbelievc, cnjoy thumselves and eat as 
eattlc eat; but the Fire will be their abode” |Q.47: 121. 

And it has shown that others whose chief concem is luxury and 
transitory possessions - He, Blessed and Almighly is He, says: 
"Made beautiful fur mankind is the love of fleshly desires ibr women 
and children, and heaped - up mounds of gold and silver, and 
branded horses, and cattle* a nd tilled land. That i r the comfort of 
the life of this world, but the best rosorl is with Allah” fQ,3: 14f 

It lias also shown that still others whose chief disti netmu in 
this life it is U) arouse civil strife* and to causc evil and corruption 
to flourish, a re those o f who m Allah says: "O f mankind the re is he 
whose talk concerning the life of this World pleases thee, and he 
calls Allah to witnesw what is in his breast„ though he is the must 
alubbum of enemies. And wheu he turus his back, he hastens about 
in the earth Lo spread corruption within it, and to destroy the 
cultivation and the eattlc: Allah lovcs nol corruption” IQ.2: 204-205L 
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These aro Komc of' the aspirations of men in this life, wliidi 
Allah kept the believers clean of them, rendered them innocent of 
them, and entrusted them with a loftier concem! And He laid upon 
thcir shoulders a higher duty, namcly: tu guide humanity to the 
truth, to leati all of mankind to the good, and to illumine the whole 
worid with the sun of Islam. This is what He, the Btessed and 
Almighty, says: “O ye who believe! Bow down, and prostrate 
youtselves, and worship your Lord, and do what is good; perhaps 
you w i 11 prosper. And strive to your ulmosl Tor Aliah: He has 
chosen you, and imposcd on you on h&rdship i n religion - the creed 
of you r father Abraham, He named you Muslim- formerly, and in 
this, so that the Apostle might be a witnc&e against vou, and you 
be witnesses against mankind, Thercfore pcrform the prayer, and 
pay the a)ms, and take refuge in Allah, Hc is your Protector. And 
how faira Protector, how fair a HetperE” IQ.22: 77-7S]. 

This means that the Noble Qur 1 a.n appointa the Muslim g as 
guardians over humanity in its mmnrity, and grants them the 
right of suzerainty and dominion over the World in order to carry 
out this sublime commitssion. H&nce i t is our concem, not that of 
the West, and il pertains io Tslamic dvilization, not to materialistic 
civilization. 

The Mandate of the Musfim Is Self-sacrifice, 
Not Personal Advantage 

Then Allah [Blessed and Almighty i s Hel) has made Lt clear 
chat the heliver striving toward this goal has sold himself and all 
he posgesses to Allah, and that he has nothing personal to gain f mm 
i t. Its attairmient i s clependent solely on the suecess of this mission 
and its co m m uni cat. ion to the hearts of men. This la what He, the 
Almighty, says: J< Surely Allah has bought from the believers thair 
persons and fcheir wealth, in. that Paradise is theirs* |Q.9: 111]. 

From this we see that the Muslim mabes his lot in this worid 
subordinate to his mission, so that he may gain the next worlti as & 
reward for his self - sacrifice. As a re suit, the Muslim conqueror was 
teacher qualified by all the entightenment, guidance, compassion, 
and benevolencc with which the tcadier must be graced, and the 
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IsUuni t conquest. was one of civilizing, gutding, and teaehing. How 
can this bc comparcd with what Western imperialism is doing at 
the presenfc time ? 

How Close Are the Muslims to This Goal ? 

By your Lord, my dear brolher, have the Muslims understood 
the Book of their Lord in this fashicm, so that their souls have been 
uplifled, and the i r spirits raised on high? So that they have freed 
themselves from the bondage of matler, and purified theniselves of 
the pleasures of fleshly lusts and cravings? So that they have lifted 
themselves abovo Lrivialities and lowly contems, and Lurned their 
faces toward Aliah, who creatcd the heavens and the earth, as 
purc believers 1 who esialt Allah’s Word and strive in His path? And 
w ho broadcast His faith and defend His Sacred Law? Or are they 
these prisoners of their lusts and slaves of their cravings and their 
greed, whnse snle interest is a delicate moutbful, a fast car, a 
handsome suit, a eomfbrtable nap, a fair wife, a false front and an 
empty titi e? 

They were satisfied in their aspirations but afTlicted in their 
foriunes; Tliey plumbed the sciis of striving, so they said, and were 
no mnre afTlieted, 

The Apostle of Allah (May Atlah b l esa and savo h i m!) was 
right; "Wretched is the slave «f the dinar, wretched is the slave of 
the riirham, wretched ia the slave of velvet”*, 


The Goal ls the Basic Printciple 
and Its Practical Application 

Since the goal was what provjded the impuls e to follow the path, 
and the goal has become obsucred and confused in ottr umma, it 
was absnlutely imperative that we clarify and define it s and I 


f The term userf Iigtb is huiiafn*. the; plurnl «f hanif, which set; in ttio Glassary 
aFArflbit Termu, 

'f Coiicortlancc, 1, 283, where n slightly .shorlei' version of this hatiilli, 
omitting the "ve!vet. n Ls eitod bk oeemTing m the Sahih of APBukhari and 
L 3 ie Simiin eflbn Miija. 
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believe fchat we have suecerfed to a grcat ejdent in doing so. We have 
comft to the conclusion that it i$ our duty to establish sovereignty 
over the world and to guide all of humanity to the sound precepts 
of Islam and to Lis teachings, without which mankind eannnt 
attain happiness. 


The Origins of Our Goal 

This is the messagc which the Muslim Brotherhood wish to 
bring to mankindT, and that they wish Lho Islamic u mm a to 
understand as it shouid be understood and to procecd to salvage 
with determination and cncrgy. The Muslim R rel h r en have not 
fabricated ifc T nor have they iinventeri 1 1 o n the i r own. It is no more 
than the message which shines forth from every verse of the NohEe 
Qur’cin, appears with the utmost cLarity and distinetness in every 
Tradition of the mighty Apostle (May Allah bless and save him’i, 
and is manifest in every deed of the First Muslims, who are the 
paragons for the true understanding of Islam and for salvaging the 
teachings of Islam If the Muslims wish to accept this tnessage, it 
will be the proof o f their f'aith and of the genuineness of their 
Islam, Bu t if they find anything objectionable o r fault.y in i t, the 
B oo k of Allah the Blesscd and A3 mighty stands between u s and 
them - a jusi, authnrity and a final pronouncement which will judqe 
betwcen u s and our brethren, and will demonstrate whether the 
truth bc for us or agamst u s: “Our Lord, decide between n 5 and our 
people in truth,, forThou art the best of Decidcrs* IQ.7: SSL 

Escursus 

There have been inquiries from many of our brethren, who m 
we iove with all our hearts* and to wliose benefit and welfare i n 
t h i s world and the noxt we have consecrated our efforts, our 
wealth, and our lives, and have saerifieed ourselves for thia goal - 
the goal of br ingin g happiness to our unimu and our brethren 
through our wealth atid our person s. O a their behalf, we have 
neglected 011 r childron and our wives, How much do 1 wish that 
these brethren who are niaking ]nquiries woulti inlbrm thcmsclves 
about the youth of the Muslim Brotherhood Their oycs are wide 
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awake while other men steep; their minds ar c working while the 
carefiee relax. One of them will be bon t over his desk ft-om aftemoon 
until midnight, wnrking, striving, pondering, tuding uHsiduously, 
keeping at it uneassingly all month long, When the month is over, 
he hands over h ia incoms to his orgnnization, his donation is 
dedicated to his mission, and his money, Is put to the Service of hia 
goal. He seems to be saying to the sons of his people who a re' 
heedless of his sel f - sacrifice: “I do not ask of you a wage for this 
my wage is due from Allah alone." 1 Allah forbid that we should 
bestow a gratuity on our umma! From it we came and to it we 
belong: we are merely resorling to such self -sacrifice as a means of 
drawing its attention so that, it rrmy comprehcnd our mission and 
respond to our calL 


What Is the Source of the Money? 

These beloved brethren who survey the Muslim Brotherhood 
from a distance and peer at them from cloae range raise the 
C|tiestion: "What is the source of their expcndi1;ures? From where 
does money eome t.o them for a mission which i& as successful and 
tlourishingas theirs, when times are tight and people are niggardly?” 
My answer to these is that religious missions are supported by 
faith befcre money, and by convicliun befora transitcry goods, 
Wherever the true believer i s found, there alsn are to be bound all 
the means to suoeess. The money of the Muslim Brotherhood consisis 
of the smali amount they deduct from their cxpenses, and which 
they save through econornteing oo their bas i o necessities and on 
the needs of their hnuseholds and children. So do they increase the 
gondness o f t.hoir souls, and improve their hearts wit.li generosity. 
Every one of them would like to spend many tinies over what he 
has for the saice t» T Allah, and i f som e of them find nothing, they 
turn away, their eyes brimming with tears of sorrow heeause they 
have nof fou nd anytliing to contribute, In t his little money and great 
faith, with praiso and glory unto Allah, i s "a elcar pro damai, ion to 
a worshipful people" |Q,21: I06| and Success to sincero workers. 


1 Tlus ia a p>ai‘iiphrjiSLi of' a numher ofslmilar versnw oecurring in tlie Qur’tm, 
e-S, r [Q.II: 611, 


90 



Allah, in whose h and all things resi, blcssos every single penny of 
those collected by the Brotherhood, !ur “Allah has annihilated 
Lisury, but Hc has increased the fruits ofcharity" [Q.2: £7G|, 

“And that which you bring in charity deairing only the Face of 
Allah - they a re the oncs who will be increased manifold" 1Q.30: 39|, 

We and Politics 

Other people say that the Muslim Brotherhood arc a poiiticai 
group and that their misa ion ia a political one, beyend which they 
havo still other nims, Who knows how far nur natinn will go in 
spreading accusations, bandying suspicions, and name - calling, 
while it abandons a sure way supported by the actual stale of 
aiTairs, to proceed a lon g a path o f mere conjecture inspired by 
doubta ? 

O our people, we are calling out to you with the Qur'an in our 
right hand and the Sunna in our lefl, and with the deeds of the 
pious ancestors of the sons of this u mm a as our example. We 
summnn you to Islam, the teachings of Islam, Lhe laws of Islam 
and the guidance of Islam, and H this smacks of “politics” in your 
eyes, then it is our *policy"! And if the one summoning you to those 
p rinci p les is a "politician,” then we a re the moafc respectable of 
men, Allah be praised , in il poIitics"! And if you wish to call this 
“politics” say what you like, for namee will nevei harm us when 
whal has been named is m&de clear and our goals stand revealed. 

O Our people, let not mere words stan d between you anti the 
lacts, nor name s hidu our goals, nor unessentials voil the essential 
from you. Islam does have a palicy embrucing the happiness of this 
world and the godlincss of the next: this is our policy, for which we 
seok rto substitute, Therefore govorn yourselves according to it f 
cnnvert others to i t, and you will win the glory of the world to 
tiome. May you know its glad Lidings before lon g,. 

Our Nationallsm and Its Basis 

Brother, come, let us listen together to the voice of the Divine 
Glory resounding through lhe horizon s, filling the earth and the 
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Seven Heavens, 1 * 3 mspirmg the soul of every believer with the 
loftiest feelings of glory and pride, when lic hears this cali to which 
the heavens and Lho earth and aJl they contain are attentive, from 
the momen t AL- Amin* proclatmed it to this creation fbr time 
without end, since eternity has becn decreed for it: "‘Allah is the 
Protector of those who believe 1 ' |Q.2: 2:1 7 1 .. 

Ycs, yes, my brother! This i.s the cati of your Loi’d to you. “llcro 
I am. my Allah, here I amP Praise and tbanlts unto thee! Fraise 
without stj nt. unto Thee! Thou, Thnu art the Protector of the 
believersj, the Hal per of those who toil, the Defender of those who 
are wronged, who ai>j attackcd i n thfiir homes and driven from 
their abodes! Honored is ho who tak c s hiw refuge i n Thee, and 
victorimis i s he who seelts Thy protectionj 

“Allah will sunely aid onc who helps Him. Allah is Mighty, 
Gloricus!” [Q 22; 40]. 

Yes, yes, my brother! Come, let u s listen together to the voice of 
Lhe Noblc Qur'an. and let ns be transported by the recitation of its 
clear verses, Lot les record the beauly o l' this grandeur contained i n 
the pages of that Furified Book. 

Come to me, comu to me, my brother, and hear tlie Speech of 
Aliah, Bleascd and Almighty is Hel 

lll “Allah is Lhe Protector of those who believe. He bruigs them 
fbith from darkness to ligliT. - Surat al-Baqara [Q-2: 2R7J. 

(2) “Nay, but Allah i s yoiir Protector, and H e i s Lhe besi of 
htelpers”. - Surat Al Imran IQ.3: 1501, 

(31 Only Allah is your Protector - and His Apostle, and those 
who believe, those who perform the prayer and pay the alms, 
bowing dowr”. - Surat. ul-Ma’ida [Q.5: J . 


1 The seven ■ layered heaven of Lhe QuPan. Paradise r-Janna or Firdnws) is 

rcgai’ded by .sditil 1 LheologiHUH u* lming niLuntfil i n (hn Seventh Heavcn; by 
others, as being abovc the Seventh fintl diitjctly bcncalh the Thronc of God. 

3 Al- Amin, “the Trustworthy.'" is n cnminon tille nf Lhe Prophel Muhammad. 

^ This is an invncation uttered by the Muslim pilgrims to Mccra as [dmnsi 
Ldiiiinuous refrain after Ihey hnvc’ hssuttkmI itu 1 lividiliomil pilgrmn gnrb and 
are appruaching lho Hiily City, 



(4) *My Protector is Allah, who sent down the Book, fbr He 
befriends the pious.' 1 - Surat AI-A’raf IQ.7; 1961, 

(5) “Say: 'Nothing will befall tis save what Allah has decreed. 
He is our Defender: in God let the believers placc their trust," - 
Surat at-Tawba IQ,9: 51! ► 

(6) “Behold, on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor do they 
gricve; they who believe and were used to shnwing piety”, - Surat 
Yunus [Q. 10; 63-64). 

(7) ‘That is because Allah is the Defender of those who believe, 
and because the u n believers have n o defender.” -Surat Muhammad 
(May Allah bless and save him!) [Q.47: Uh 

Do you not see in these clear verses tliat Ailah (BJeased and 
Ahmighty ts HelJ relates you to Himself, grants you Lhe grace of 
His protectorship, and sheds u pon you the auperabmidance of His 
glmy? “But glory belongs to Allah, and to His Apostle, and to the 
believers, but the Hypocrites do notknow” [Q.63: &]. 

And i n the Moble Traditions the Choscn Onc J (May Allah bless 
and save him’} relates something concerning his Lord 1 the substance 
of whieh is: ''Allah i Blessed and Almighty is He!) says: "On the Day 
of Rcsurreetion, O children of Adam, I have set u p a kinship and 
you have set up a kinship, and you have said: “5o-and- so. snn of 
so-and-so." But T have said; “Verily the noblest of you i n the sight 
of Allah is r.he most pioua of you” fQ.48: 13h And tnday I shall raise 
u p My kinship and humble y our kinship.” 

Therefore, noble brother, the pious forefathera preferred to 
tracc their relationship to Allah (Blessed and Almighty i s He!) and 
establish as the foundation of their prayers and the pivot of t heir 
deeds the real i zat ion of thia noble relationship, One of the m called 
out to his oornpamon: 

Do not call ine but by *0 His filave h 2 


* AI-Mukhtar, '‘the Chasen On e,” is a comrnon title of the Prophct Muhammad. 

't Abrluh, H Hia sluve ” is atill a ver y ctimmtm Musl im mnseulirv: nainc. In essnnce 
il isa &hortened fonem ofany ofthc numerous personal n o mes compounfiLed of= 
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For i t is truly the noblest or my names. 

Another once answercd somoone who had asked him 3 f he 
hailed from the tribe of Tabiin or Qays: 

My father is Islam : I have nu other father, 

E Say I | when they boast of Qays or Tamin. 1 

There Is No Glory Beyond This 

Dear Brother, people boast of their lineage only becausu ofsuch 
splendor and nobility as they (inti in their anoestors 1 deeds, and 
because of such glory and honor as they propose to in&liil in the 
souls of their children. Beyond these two confiiderations there is 
nothing. Do yon not sec that rclating yourself to Allah {Blessed and 
Almighty is Hel) is tantamount to the highost possible am bit ion 
the ambitious may strive to attain in tcrms of glory and splendor - 
“For glory belongs to Allah entirely 1 ’ [Q.4: 13 &J. - as wcll as the 
worthi&st way of upliiling your soul to the heights of ‘Illiyyun? 2 It 
will also instill i n i t the spirit o f rebirth i n eompany witli those 
act.ively engaged, for what nobility is greater* and wh.it instigntion 
to virtue more exa1ted, than your view of yourself as dedicated to 
Allah, conneded to Allah, related to Allah? On one oocasion Allah 
(Blcswod and Almighty is He!) said: "But be devotees of Allah, 
by virtue of your teaching the Book and what you were s tuding" 
|Q.3: 79]. 


The Mightiest Sources of Strength 

Relating nneseif to the Truth (Blessed and Almighty i s Ho!) 
involvea annlher concept whieh will be grasped by anyone whn has 


=thc elemen t. nbfl tslavej, and the namu u f GtnJ, A II fiil, o r u n e of His tnaoy 
epithets. 

1 Twri <if the nnble Oedouin Lribes of predelinlic Arabia. 

*A propor natnc cccumng only i n Q.S3; 1S-19. J t, ua wdl ua t1;s compsnion 
Lt:rm Sijjin in C). 33: 7-8. would appear frum (by conleal to by thy botika in 
whieh lho rccni'ds nf the good and bad detds, respuctively, of mankmd a re 
prc&ervGd. Bui many Iheotogian, including Al-Tabfliri, regturd liliyyun ns th e 
iiiuny of the Soventh Heaven, or some pnrtirm oJ' it. Thi» is cvidently the 
irterprotation nf Al-Banna’ too, to jtidgo by his languago boro. 
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committed himaelf to that relntkmship. This ia the superabundaneo 
offaith, and the confidence in suceess which will take up rosideneu 
in your heart and fiil your anul* so that yon wiU fear no one out uf 
alt mankind, nor will yon bd intimidated bv even the entire world, 
thrnigh it stood before ycm fcrying to win your ailcgiance or 
disparaging your high principle. 

'Those lu whom men said: 'The people have gatherad against 
you - therefore fear thcmf But it increased ihem in faith, and thuy 
said: 'Allah is our sufhdency, and how excellent a Trustee!* [Q.3: 173], 

And when one o f thuse lew believers i n Allah, with confidence 
in Him and H ia support, found himselT confronting a tuniulttiotis 
h orde or a rapaeious arrny, he neither dreaded its assaull nur 
feared its dcpradations, because he waa al'raid of no one but Allah 
What is mighlier than that strength which llows into the heart of 
the believer when hia breast surges with the words of Allah 
fAJmighty is He!J: “If Allah aids you, n<i conqueror wiU overcome 
you” |Q.3: 1G0]7 


Our NalionaTism Is a Universal Kinship 

Here ia one uspect of the ]ofty social significance implicit in 
relating mankind to Allah (Blessed and Almighty is He!}» and this 
is the brotherhood of all peoples, the mutual assistance of ail 
human sncieUes, and the estirpation of those greedy ambitions 
which are inspired by fanai iciam and whoae fires aow dissension 
and mutual aversion anteng lho nations. Who is fbr the worlri, so 
that he will join the forces rallied about the Standard of AJlah ? 

The Dreams of Yesterday Are 
the Actualities of Today 

This i r a saying which the Muslims have been hearing Ibr a 
long time T but it may be an mcomprehensihte riddle to them, 

Someone mav say: H Why do this group write about these ideas 
which cannot b o realised? What are they about, floating i n a n 
atmosphere made up offantasies and dreams?" 
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Takfi it easy T brother m Islam and the creed! What you 
consider a strange riddle today was a fa m i liar commonplace to 
your forefathers. And you striving [Jihad] will never bear fruit 
until it becomes just that to you. Believe me, the earliest Muslim s 
understnnd the NobJe tiur'an the first time they read i t: what w e 
nit banding on to you today and tellingyou was revealed to them. 

1 say to you sincerely that the creed of the Muslim Brotherhood 
ia what thcy live by: they plaoe their hope for the good in it, and 
die according to ita lights. They see in it whatever comfort, beauty, 
felieity, and truth their souk aspire to: “Is i t not time for those who 
believe that their hearts shpuld be humble i n remembering Allah 
and the truth He has sen t down? And that thov should not b e like 
those who were brcmght the Book before them, for a long period 
passed over them, and their hearU were hardened, and many of 
Lhem werc tra^LsgrGsso^s‘ , fQ,57: 16]. 

Brethren, if you agree wilh us on this basic assumption, lcnow 
that your reJatmg yoursclves to Allah iRlessec! and Almighty is 
Hel) imposes upon you the task of evaluating eornectly the important 
duty He has pEacod u pon you r shoulders. And you a re obliged to 
hasten to work fbr 1 1, even though self-sacriftce Mes o n the way lo 
its accomplishment. Will you thon act? 

The Duty of the Muslim 

The duty of the true Muslim has heen epitomised f)y Allah 
(Blessod and Almighty is HeJ) in one verse of His Book, and the 
Hobi e Qur*an has repeated i t thereafter i n numerous versus. The 
verse which contains the Muslim's duty i n this life i s stated i n 
those word s of Allah (Blessed and Almighty i s H e!): “O you who 
be S level Bow down, and pmstiatc yourselves, and worship you r 
Lord, and do what i s goodr perhaps you will prosper, And slrive to 
you r untmost for Allah: H e has chosen you and imposed on you n o 
hardship i n religi o n - the creod of you r father Abraham. He named 
you Muslims formerly, and i n this, so that the Apostle might be a 
witness against you* and you be witnesses against mankind. 
Therefore perlbrm the prayer* and pay the alms, and take refuge 
in Allah. He is your Proioctor. And how fair a Pmtector, how fair a 
Helperf* [Q.22: 77-78]. 
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This is dear discourse, without ambigu ity or mystery. By Allah» 
it has indeed sweetness and beauty: it ia as lucid as the dawn and 
as perceptible as light, filling the ear and penetrating the heart 
without seeking pcrmission! Did not the Muslims listen to i t 
herctofore? Or did they hear it with hearts barred against it, 
hocdtess, unthinking? 

Allah commands the Muslims to bow, to prostrate themselves, 
and to perform the prayer which is the kernel of faith, the pillar of 
Islam and the mosi eonspieuous of its outward signs, And to worship 
Allah and to asscciate nolhirtg with Him. And to do good as far as 
they arc able, bu t at the same time as He commands them to do 
good, He forbids thom to do evil, for the first step in doing good is 
abandoning evil. How euccinct and yet how eloquent! And on this 
condition, He decreed for them success» prosperity, and victory. 
This is the individual duty 1 of every Muslim, and he muat perform 
it himself, in solitude or in company, 

The Right of Humanity 

Then He commanded them to strive to their utmost for Allah’s 
sake, by hroadcasting the mission and propagating it among men 
with argument and proof. But if they should persist in rash acts, 
outrages, and rebellion, the n with the sword and the spear! 

But if men abjure proof and stray from the path, Them war 
morc avails upon cnrth than peuce, 

G uar eling the Right Through Force 

How wise w as the man who said: “Force is the surest way of 
implementing the right, and how beautiful it is that Torce and right 
ahmild march siHti by si do, 1 This striving Lu brortdcast tho lalamic 
mission, quite apart fmiti presorving the hallowcd procopts of 


1 Although hc does not hera uso the tcchnical cxprcssion u f Lho Islnmit; jufistfc, 
fard ayn (which fcvee in Lho Glossary of Arabic Termal» but rather the 
nontechnical phrasc ■ f al-jnahnmma ahrardiyyti,” it is evident that Al-Banna 
does mean U> nefer to the set of observanccs incumbenL on nll adult responsi bk; 
Muslims with no ojcceptinn. 
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( l_LJi tt- yt>* ) 


Islam, is another religious duty imposcd b y Allah on the Muslim, 
juat as Ha imposed fhsting* pTayer* pilgrimnge, alms, and the doing 
of' good and nbandornnent of evil, upon them, Hc imposed it n pan 
them, and. delegated the m to do it, He did not excuse anyone 
possessmg strength and capacity from performing i t, for i t i s a 
Qur*anic verse which is imperative and admomtory* and an 
exhortation which is binding and admonilory: “March fnrth, tight 
and heavy, and strive with your wcalth and your persons in AllalTs 
way!” [Q.9: 41] h 

Allah revealed the secret of this commandment and the wisdom 
of this ordinance which He had imposed on the Muslims afterwards, 
showing thcm that H e had chosen them, selected them and clcctcd 
them, aparl. froTn all mankind, to be the leaders of His creation, 
His trustees over His Divine Law, and His deputies in His earth, 
as well as the heirs of' His Apnatle (May Allah bless and save himf) 
in prosecu t.ing his mission. And He inade their religinn easy for 
them, perfected His logislation, and made its prescriplions lighl, 
rendering them applicable to all times and places, so that the World 
would accepl. them and human i ty sec i n them its antidpated desire 
and its long- awaited hepe: u He has chosen you, and imposed on 
you no hardship in religiort - the creed of your f'ather Abraham. Hu 
named you Muslims fnrmerly, and in this, so that the Apostle mighl. 
be a witness against. you, and yoit be witnesses against mankind’ 
[Q.22: 78 J. This i s the sncial duty For which God has delegated all 
Muslims, so that t.hey might be as one plia3anx t a solid bloe and a 
strong foree, and so that they might be the army of salvation which 
would reseue humanity and guide them all togelhcr to the path. 

Monks by Night and knighis by Day 

Then the Truth iBlessed and Almighty is He!} afterwards 
showed mankind lho connection between the commrmdnienls Ini d 


’ Tbis is 3 rather rigomus position lo tak e regflrdmp; jihad, and seems a 
reflect irjTi of the dontririii n f the ntore radicaJ seets of the Kharijitea. Al-Biinnn 1 
makes tt Bomeivhftt strmgent in succccding pnges, and appeara loyicld 
t.o thtf gtnonil view rifjiluid as a farii kifayti (which noe? in the Glusaary of 
Arabic Terma}, tracepi umdor CKtrcmt; ennrli t ion s. 
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on the individual, such as prayer and fastmg, and the cnm- 
mandments laid on the community , and showed that the tirai, were 
thc means to the second. AJso thal true doctrine was the fbundation 
of both logethcr, so that there should be no way for some people to 
shirk their individual obligations by arguing that they were carrying 
out their communal ones; nor should there be any way for others to 
shirk thei r communal works with the argument that they were 
preoccuppied with their ritual obligations and totally absorbed i n 
their communion with Allah. How preeise atid wise is the saying T 
"Who is fairer i n speech than Allah?* 1 * 

O Muslim s, the worship of your Lord, and striving to make 
your rcligron strong, and exalting you Sacrod La w, qre your duly 
in this life. For if you perform these as they should bc performed, 
you are the saved; but if you perform only some nf them or negleet 
them allogether. ihen I quote to you the words of Allah (Rlessed 
and Almighty is HeH: “Did you then think that We created you in 
sport, and that you would not be returning to Us? Almighty is 
Allah the King, the Truth!" |Q.23: 1 15-1 16f. 

Apropos of LhiH T among the descriptions of the Companions of 
Muhammad (May Allah bless and save himf), since they were the 
eleet of Allah from among His c r na t ion, and the pious forefathers of 
liis worshippens, octura the fbliowing: “Monks by night and knights 
by day * You can just see one of them at night, s tanding erect in 
his oratory, dutching his be-ard, murmu ring as thc faultless 
murmur, weeping as thc sorrowful weep T ans saying: lt O world, 
scduce somc other than myselfl" And when at the break o f dawn 
the call to amis rang out, summoning thc fighter to jihad, you 
would have seen him, a wolfon thc back of his mount, shouting his 
war-crv while the entire battkfield resounded with it. 

By Allah, what was that miraculoue hurmonizmg, that fare 
coupiing, that unique mixlure compounded of the works and duties 


] The originwl aource for t hiu i s imdoubLGdLy Q.4: & 7 : h MeuE whu is more vernctous 
iri speerh thEin (ind 1 ’ In ihu C’oncord Linen, l r 4!]6, imlv •uiiij huditli, tiU;d as 
appearing in the Sahih of AI'Bukhari, comcs ctast? it; H The ("niresL orspccth 
is tlus J'iouk ofGufT. 
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of this world combined with the affairs and spiril-uality of the next? 
Wliy p i(, was nothing but Islam, whieh combines l.he besi fealures of 
everything! 

An Imperiali&m tif Education and Reform 

Accordingly, O Miislims, the Musltms hastened - after lho Mosi 
Sublime Friend took unto Himself His Prophet {May Allah bleas 
and save him!) - throughout the eountvies of the earth, with His 
Qur s an in their breasf,3 T their homes on Ihcir saddles and their 
swords i n their hands, and with the clear argument on the tips of 
their tongues, cnlling on mankind t o aceepi o n, e of these Lhrec: 
Islam, tribute IjizyaJ, o r eambatd Anyone who accepted Islam 
became their brolher, with all their righta and obi iga t ion s; anyone 
who paid the tribute came under their proteetion and their 
responsibility, they granting him his rights, observing the pact 
made with him, and faithfidly keeping U» the conditions acccpted 
by him; anyone who remained ob d urat e was Fought by them until 
God granted them the victnry: "But Got] reluseis aught bu that N e 
should perfect His light H |Q. 9; 32]. 

They did not do this far political powerr their solfdenial with 
rewpcet to rank and la m e is well known t o all peuple. Their religi o n 
had cundemned these surious trappings whieh certain peoptas enjoy 
at the expense of others. Their Caliph was one of them, being 
allotted the same nmounts in property and paymenl as any nian of 
them received, who was neither the most exuc]lent nor the most 
mtelligent of them; and their commander was qne of them, not 
being especiady distinguished except by virtue of the outstanding 
f alih and awe uT Judgmenl with whieh Allah had gruced him. Nur 
was i t done for weutth, For every one of them was satisfied with a 
diunk of bread to stay his hunger and a swallow of water tci 
quench his thirst. Fasting to them was a wntorskin, and they pre- 


5 Q,9; 29; '‘FitfhL lho»? w h m iju hol believe i n Grjd or i n Lhc Last Day, and whci 
dt> n^( fm-hid whal tlcd tmd His Apustle have IbrbLdden nr IbJLuw the reltRion 
ciT truth, bu iri j; «f I lioue whu were &eiH the IJeok, unl.il Lltay render tribute o u t 
«t’ their hurtdu. bijinblmg Ltiem.selves." Alsn soe ji^ya in lho Glossary »f 
Arnbic Teriris, 
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ferred hunger to satiaticm. Each one of them possessed just enough 
clothing to coneel his nakedness* and their Book announced to 
them i n Allah 'a words: Those who disbelieve enjoy themselves and 
eat a s cattle eal, but the Fire will be their abode" [tj.47: 12]. 

Atid their Prophet said to Ihem: “Wretched is the slave of the 
rfirham, wretched is the slave of the dinar, wretched is the slave 
of velvet,” 

Therefore their exodus from their territories w as not for the 
sake of rankj wealth, political power. imperialisin, or eicploitation, 
It was only to carry oufc a special misa ion - the mission of their 
Prophet (May Allah bless and save h ini! h which he had left as a 
trust i n their hands, And h e had commanded them to strive 
vigorously on its behalF: “until there is no longer discord, and the 
religion is Allah’s” ]Q.2: 193]. 

It Is Time for Us to Understand 

The Muslims fdrmerly Lindersbood this and acted accordingly, 
their faith impelling them to gaerifioe themselves on its bebal f. 
These days, however, the Muslims differwidely in their uncler- 
s tanding of their duty, and have made usc of allegorical inter- 
pretation and theories of the tetal transcendonce of deity as 
justification for slackness and slotli. One of them will say to you: 
“The time For jihad and good works is long over." Another will 
dampen your zeal by snying thal means arc lacking and that the 
Istamic nations are shaekled. A third will be content l;o give bis 
religion lip Service, prating about i t day and night, and satisfied to 
limit his religious duties to bowings which he performa without 
inner conviction. 

Nu, ncjj brethren! The Qur’an i n your possesaion cati s out to yon 
clearly and unambiguously: "The believers arc only those who have 
believed in Allah and His Apostel, (and then have not douhtedj 1 
but have striven with their wealth and their persons In Allah 's 
way - these are the sincere 1 [Q.49: 15] . 


i In t ke sourufc, but omiUcd j n ih ia ctuotHlion. 
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And i n the Sunna, the Apostle (May Allah bless and save himD 
tdls you: dl When people a re stingy with fcheir money, buy and sell 
on credit, follow the taiis of eattle, and abandon jihad in Allah’s 
way, Allah almighty will inflict a hu mi liati on upon them which He 
will not lift from them until they go besek to their relgion,” The 
Imam Ahmad relatcd this m his Musnad , 1 * 3 as has Al-Tabarani 
in Al-Kabir* and A]>Bayhaqi in the Shu’ab al-Iman 1 * on the 
aulhority of ‘Abd Allah b. Umar . 1 

And you may read in you t books of jurispurdence all t.hat has 
been written, both in ancient and modern times, nn the quest.ion of' 
when jihad is a communal respons i bility and when an individual 
one< You know these facts and their implicatinns very weI) T sg what 
i s ihis lothargy that has settled over you? What is Ih i s bopelessness 
Lhat has seized your minds, so t.hat they neither remeniber nor 
awaken? Muslims, this is a perind of creation; creale yourselves, 
and your umma will thereby he created! 

This divine commandment requires o F you bolieving souls and 
p u re hearts; the re fo r e work to strengthen your Faith and to purify 


1 Ahmad b, H ha bal w 80 - 855), the ftmnder of the I-lanbalite School of Sunnitc 
Eaw, This f Ulu mod fundamen La lis t of the Four SchouJi?. prevails today only 
in Saudi Arubin, Uiaiigh i. t had much grcaler extcnBjan i n the MitlilJi: Ageft. 
The chief sources «f Han balita law are the GjuFan and Lhe Sunna of the 
Prophet nncl his Companiona. Ejma and qiyas pfny imly p. very subordinat# 
rol e. Ahmad’s ehief sumvirsi? work is Al-Musnad, n vas-t collection of 
Traditions which incorporatea many Lhat w c re regaitied by iater auLhorities 
as "m re 11 or “dubfDus". 

Subiym&n b. Ahrn&d fll-Trtbarjini (873 - 971),, n nmowned hadith- authority 
of Syrinn onsin who Eraveled extensively over the Near EaBt j n «aivh of 
hnrtitb and d teri i n [«dahan - M e wrote a nvurtbcr nf coilections (tnu'jfttn), of 
which the Kaldr cited by Al-Bannn' i 5 one. 

3 Ahmad b, al-Husayn al-Nayhaqi (994 - l06G) f a famous ShafVite had Uh - 
authority bom near Nishapur i 11 Persia, where P afliT periods of travel and study 
in Irnq and A rabi a, he died. H e was a prolilic author, and was regnrded by 
niany authorities as the ieadingShafi'i tesdiolaj’afler the founder of tJie Schonl. 

* Abd Allah b. "Itmar b. al-khattab i?‘t593!, snn nfthe socund nf the Fnnr OrtbLLdak 
Caliphs {Al-khulafn 1 al-Roshidun), and a larnmiH and frcqu&nUy eiteri aouree 
for a great many Traditions. He was regarried as n model of Muslim peity 
and vjrtue i n liis lifotime, and a n absoluUily «crupubus Iransmitter ofhadith 
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y uy breasts, IL demands of y oli self-sacrifice in term b of wealth und 
struggJe; therefore pre paro yourselves. What yon possess is transi- 
tory. but thc things of Allah endure, for surely Allah has hought 
from the belicvcrs their persona and their wealth, in Ihat Paradise 
is theira, whose breadth is thnt of thc hetwons and the earth. 1 

From Whcrc Do Wc Regio ? 

The creation of nutions, the cducatitm of peoples* the roalization 
of' hopes, and the delense of principlcs demand of the nation which 
tries to achieve these - or, a t anv rate T of the group which is 
proselylizing for Lho m - a mighty spiritual strength wliich may be 
manifesLed in numerous waye : a sst.rong will which no weakness 
can penetrate; a steady loyal t v unassailable by ficklcness or 
treachery; a n obi e spirit o f self-sacrificfi, unaffected by greed or 
avarice; a knowledge of the principie, a faith in i t, and a proper 
as&es&mcnt of its value which is immune to error in its regard, Lo 
any deviation from k h to any qtiibbkng over it, e r to any delu&ion 
by some other one. On these primary foundations which are peouliar 
lo Lhe soul alone, and upon this awesoine spiritual strength, 
principles will be ereeted, resurgent nalions will be educnted and 
youngcr peoples created, and life will be renewed in those who 
have bcen deprivcd oflife for tong ages. 

Every peopJc that has lost these four quaJitjes, n r al any rato, 
whose leaders and proselytizers for reform have lost them, is a 
wretched, frivolons people which neither comes to any good nnr 
realiaes any hope. It is enough for it to live on in an atmosphere 
madc up of dreams, idle speculatinris, and fanties: "'bu t idle 
speculfition is of n o avail agLiinst the trulh'’ [Q,53: 28|. 

This i s the law o f Allah (Blessed rvnd Al mighty i s HeJ) and Bis 
su n ria with respecl to His creation; yon will find no alteration in 
Altah’a sunna: <l Altah does not chonge the circumatances of a people 
unti! Lhoy change what is in thomselvns T> 1Q,13: 11]. 

It is also the law expounded by thc Prophel t May Allah bless 
and save him!) in thc veracious Tradition the texl of which is; ‘The 


1 A uonEtahun af parts of Q.9: 113 *iful Q.3: PJM. 
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natiuns aro ubout to advance upon you as eaters advuncc upon the 
platter, Allah will surely remove the fear of you from the hearts of 
ycmr enemies, and Hg will surely cast feehlenegs into yuur huarts.” 
And auditor said: “Is it bccausc we will be few at that tim e, Apostle 
nf Allah?” hle said: “No indeed, you wilJ be many at that time, but 
you will be rubbish, likc the rubbish borne along by a Flash - 
flood." An auditor said: “What is 'feeblertesft,' Apostle of Allah" He 
said: “The Inve of thjs workl, and the hatrcd o f death ” T 

Don’t you see that he (May Allah bless and save him?) showed 
that the cause of the weakness of nations and the humiliation of 
pooples is the Foebleness of their spirits, the weakness of their 
mmds, and the emptiness of their hearts devoid of high morality 
and the qualities of true mantiness, even though they be greal m 
numberand their resources and products abundant? 

When a nation wallows in luxury T grows accustomed to 
alTluence, drownsf itsoll in the gowgaws of material existence, is 
seduced by theglamour or the Jifb ofthis world t forgets how to bear 
adveraities and the blows of drcumstance, and neglects to strivc in 
Allah 's way, you may bid fa reweli to its glory and its hopes, 

Betwecn the Two Forecs 

Many people assume that the EasL is lacikmg i n material 
strength in the form nf jnoney and equipment 1 and the instrumonts 
of war and combat, i n order to ri&e u p and compote with the 
nations which have stolon iE.s rights and oppressed its peoples. 
T h ia is true and important; bui even more iinportant and neeessary 
is spiritual strength, consisting of superior ebaraeter, high - 
mindendness, belief c n their righLS and knowledge of what they 
a re, and a determinod will. Tben selfsacrifice i n the line of duty 
and good faith upon which trusl and u ni Ly a re founded -out- of 
ihcso two strength is crcaled. 

If the East believcd in its right, wrought changes in itself, 
concernod itself with tho strength of the spirit, and took paing to 


5 Conoordance, 4,460,ciling Llie Sahih tif At-Bukhari and tiiu Sunan n f Abu 
Dn'utl. 
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rectify its moral fiber, the means of achieving material strength 
would come to i t from any and every direction, for the indiaputable 
factg are in the pages of hi&tory. 

The Muslim Brotherhood beheves this fervently, and are there- 
fore diligently purifying their .souls, strengthening themaelves, and 
rectifying the i r moral character, And it i s for this reason that they 
are striving to fulfill their mission, convincing people to accept 
their principles, and demanding that the umma reform itself' and 
reetify its moral character, 

They h&ve not been innovEitors i n the contest o f what they have 
to say: rather have they drawn their inspiration from the Mightiest 
Ocean, the Boundless Sea, the Firm Constitution, and the Loftiest 
Source - the Bon k of Allah (Blessed and Almighty is He!); bu t you 
have already heard the etemal stipulation of that law: “Allah does 
not change the circumstances of a people until they change what is 
in themselves” [Q.I3: 11]. 

The Qur’an discloses this theme in m any of its verses; indeed; 
it has given us a proverbial example T etemal and as elear - cut as it 
can be, as weli as entirely true, in the saga of the Children of 
Israel, that magnificent saga which depicts the way of sel f - 
creation to every despairing natton. 1 

The Course Is Clear 

The Muslim Brotherhood believe that Allah (Blessed and 
Almighty is He!), when He sent down the Qur‘an and commandcd 
His wnrshippers to foliow Muhammad fMay Allah blessed and save 
him 1} and when He was pleased to grant them Islam ns a religion, 
incorporatcd within this truc roligion all the Fundamentals necessary 
for the life of nations, their advancement, and their prosperity, 
This is the contirming text nf Allah’s word (Blessed and Almighty 
is I IcE J: “Those who foliow tlie Apostle, the llliterate Prophet, w h om 
they find written down in the Tawrat and the Injil which are in 


1 This, ns will h«> stron shartly, roferis lo the Blblieal and tjur'anic account of the 
Evudus of the Hebrews from E-i^ypt under their lender, the Prophet Moses. 
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their possession 1 - he tiimmands them to do the good and Jbrbids 
them to do evil; he makes lawful to them what is beneficial and 
prohibits for them w ha t is vilc; and he put.s ofT from them the 
burden E and the shaekles that were upon therrT (Q.7: 1S7J. 

The confirming wnnds of the Apostlc (May Allah bless and save 
him!) in the Noble Traditions are as followa: “By Allah, I no sooner 
abandoned an cvil thing but I forbade you to do it ” 

If you eramine the teachings of Islam, you will find that it 
promulgates the soundest principles, the most s u i tablo negulations, 
and the most precise Ielws for the life of the individual, man or 
women, for the life of thd Family both during jts Ibrmation and its 
dissolution, and for the Jife of nations during their growth, their 
strength, and their weakness, and sanetions ideas before which 
even reformers and leaders of nations have stood he s i taut 

Intemotionalism, nationahsm, socialiam, capitalism, Bolshevism, 
war, the difitribution of wealth, the link between producer and 
consumer, and whatever is intimately or distantly tied up with the 
diseussions which preoecupy the statesmen of the nations and the 
sodal philosophcrs - we believe that all of these have bcen dealt 
with thoroughly by Islam, and that Islam .has promulgated ibr the 
world the re gulati ons whieh will gnarantee i t the usufruct of all 
that is good T as well as the avoidance of whatever may entail 
danger or adversities, This is not the place to go inlo detail s un this 
Bubject : we are here simply stating our belief and esplaining to 
mankind what we are calling on them to aceept. Later we shall 
have time to present what we have to say in greater detail. 


1 Tlur Tawrat is the Torah o r Pentalku uli, jmd Lhe InjiE i s the New Testamen l. 
The Muslim belief, based ou Qur'anic testimonial, i s thnt the advent of the 
Prophet Muhammad was clearly predieted in Ihese Scvipturcs, unti L (.he Jews 
and ChrLstians wilfuily altpnod them. ihus cnniinitlmg the ein of Lahrif (whieh 
aee in the GLnssary of Arabic Terma). 

■The “burden," isr, ref'ers to the oomplicated and cxacttng reatrietionfi And 
speci.fi catLons of tho Jewisli ritual Law, impoaed upon lhe Jews by God as a 
ssign nfHis clisfavnr, as cfmLrasted with the Bimpiidty nf lhe Islam i c finalogne. 
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Wc Miist Be Followers 


Since the Mualim Brotherhood believe this,, they dcmand that 
peoplc work Loward the e n d that the principles of Islam be the 
fbundations on which the resnrgencc af the modern East, i n every 
aspect of life, be based. And they believe that every Feature of the 
modem renaissance which is contrary to the principles of Islam 
and contlicts with the stipulations of the Qur’an is a eorrupt and 
wnrthless experiment 1 frum which the nalion will emerge after 
mnking enormous saerifices to no avaiJ. It is jnore advantageous 
Ibr the nation which seaks regeneration tn take the shertest route 
by adhermg to the prescnptions of Islam. 

The Muslim Brotherhood are not addressing their appeal to 
any one parLicular IsUunic country. Thcre are sending out their 
call t hoping that it will rcach the ears of the leaders and chicfs of 
state of every country whose Sons praelice the Tslamic relgions, To 
that end T they are taking adv'antage of Lhts common faetor shared 
by the Islamic cnuntries, as they seek to build their future on solid 
foundations embudying the basic elemen t of progress„ advanccment, 
and cmlization* 


Beware of Deviation 

The greatest fear of the Muslim Brotherhood is that the Eastem 
Islamic peoples may let themselves be swspt along by the current 
of blind traditiunalism, and that they found their renaissance on 
thosa outworn preseriptions which contradict themselves and 
which experience has proved to be corrupt and valueless, Each one 
of the IsEamic nations has a constitution, and it is necessary that it 
derive the sources of its ennstitution fmm the preseriptions of the 
Noble Qur 1 an; that the nalion which declares in the firsl pnragraph 
of its constitution that its ofFicial religion is Islam muat set down 
the rest o f its paragraphs i n conformity with this prineipie, Every 
paragraph which Islam cannot tol era t e and which its preseriptions 
do not sanetion muat be expunged t so that no ccmtradiction will 
appear i n the i'undamental la w of the State, 
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Reform the Law 


Every nation bas a body of law to which its sons have recourse 
ia their legal affairs, This body of law mus L: bv. denvetl fnom the 
prcscriptions of thc Isiamic Sacred Law, drawn from the Noblc 
Qur r an, and m accordance with the bnsic sources of Islam ic 
jurisprudence. For Ihe Islamic Sacred Law and the decisions of ths? 
[slamic jurists are all- suffidcnL supply every need, and cover 
every contingency, and they produce thc mus t excellcnt results and 
the most blessed fruits. If Lho [junishments preseribed by Allah 1 
were carried nut, they would be a deterrenl dismaying even the 
handened criminal, reslraming even the habitual Uni g, and reheving 
governments of the annoyance of worthless experiments, For 
experience confirms and supports this, the basic iissumptions of 
modern legi s la t ion proclaim and suatmu it, and Allah fBlessed 
and AlmighLy i s Hel) has commanded and preseribed il: “And they 
who judge not according to what Allah has sen t down, they arc 
unbclievers” |Q,5: 44]. 

Reform Social ConHuct 

ln c e 1 1 nntions the re a re aspccts o f soda J life ccntrolled by their 
govemments, regulated by their law s, and protected by their 
authorities, and d is up to every Eastcrn nation to exert itself sn 
that all these internal features are in oonformity with thc 
proprieties ol' religinn and consistent wkh Islamk: legislnlion and 
its ordinances. Officially condoned prostitution iw a mark of shame 
on the Ibrchead ol’ every nation that values virtue - how much 
more so in the case ol' Islam i c nations, whose religion commands 
them to wage war on prostitutinn and t o ponish ndulterers scvercly. 

“Lot not compassion for the two of them sei/e you in respect of 
Allah 3 s religion, i F you believe i n Al lah and the Las t Day, and let a 
pnrty ofthe believers witness their punishment” fQ.24: 2|. 

Sars (>n the most prominent strects oT the dties and in the 
most elegant, quarters, those tall T wkle sigus advertising alcoholic 
beveragvs, and those p lain, undisguiaed posLers displnying thr 


1 The su-called hiidd-ptinishnienD 1 !, for whirh m*- lln' Gluffutiry nf Arubic 'turmu. 
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very source of vilenesg, 1 rejected by religion and most strictly 
forbidden by the Noble Qur , anl 

Wage War Agani s t Vice 

This libertine insLigation to vice, this beguiLing pleasure, ihis 
frivolous self-indijlgence, in the streets, in meeting-place©, in 
summcr resort.s, i n Ihe countrv. all contradict w hal Islam counsels 
u 3 to folio w ia the way of chastity, decency, renunciation, and 
dedicatinn to serinus work and abstention from frivolous activities. 
"Truly A t lab Loves noble things and detests the frivolous”. 

It is the duty of Ihe Eslamic nations to do Lheir ulmust Lo fight 
and rcsist all these practices and lheir like with all the power and 
drive their authorily and taws aro eapable of exerting, withoul 
flagging or growing mdifferent. 

Regulate Education 

Every Jslamie nution and people pursues ils own policy iri 
educating and bringing u p the new gen erat ion T and pmducing the 
men of the future upon whom the life of the new nation wiH depend. 
This policy must be based o n wise principles which guarantee to 
the rising generation a religiaus immimity, a moral impregnability* 
and a knowledge of the preeepts of Lheir religion as well as an 
appreciation of iLs aneicnt glory and its vast estension. 

This is only a small selection from the many principles which 
the Muslim Brotherhood wish the Islamic naiions to consider 
carefidly i n creating the modern renaissance And they a re directing 
t h ig appeal of the i as to all Mus lima, bot h peoples and governments. 
Their means of adiicviiig the realization of thcse lotty Islamic 
ideal s is but one: to show clearly the superior virLue and perfection 
thal inhere within them, so that when people hring this to mind 
and arc convinced of its advantages, it will induoe tliem Lo work on 
its behalf and defer to its judgniont: “Say: This i s m y way: J 
surnmon unto Aliah according Lo a dear undcrstanding, I and 
whoever follows me. (llory unto Allah! f arr» not ofthe polytheists! m 
|Q,12: 108 U 


1 i .c., wme, the “tnother ofvileness." 
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Profit by Fraternizing with You r Brethren 

Islam calls out to its sons and follnwers, saying; “Cling fast. to 
the ropc of Allah, all of you, and do not become divided. Romember 
Allah’s gr&ce to you when you whcn you were encmies; and He 
utiited your hearts, and through His grace yon becamo brethren" 
[Q,3: 1031, 

And m aiwther verse the Noble Qur^an saya: “The believers are 
no other than brothers" [Q.49: 10]. And in another verse: “The 
believmg mori and the believing women are protecting friends of 
one another 1 11 |Q.9: 71]. 

And the Noble Prophet (May Allah bless and save him!) says: 
“He you worshippers of Allah, brethren, This Is the manner in 
which the first Muslims -Allah’s grace be upon them- understood 
(hia concept of fraternity in Islam. Their failh in Allah’s reiigion 
dictated that they sharc the mosi cnduring sentimcnta oflove and 
afTcction* and the noblest manifes tations o f brotherhood and 
friendship. They were as one man and as a singlc heart and hand, 
so that Ailnh eonferrod His blessing on this in His Book and said 
(Blessed and Almighty is Hel): “And He has united their hearts, If 
thon hadst espended all Ihat is in the carth, thou wouidst not have 
united their hearts, but God united them” IQ,8: 63|, 

The Practical Application 

The Emigran! who had left his people behind, forsakon. his 
homeland in Mccca, and fled with his rclgion, was to fmd before 
him sons of Islam, i n the person s of the young men of Yathrib, 2 
awaiting him, each one an embodiment of yeaming to see him, of 
affcction for him, artd of rejoicing at his advent. They had no prior 
acquaintance ur aneienl. cormection: no bond of marriage or blood * 
relationship united them. Nor did any personal motive or self- 
intereat impel them tnwEtrd him. It was only the Islami c creod that 


1 Concordiiiico, t, 35, citin^ the Siihili of Al-Bukhari, ihe Sahih uf Muslim, 
Ihe MowjvUff of Msdik, iho MuEJiad r>f Almmd b. HjujLhI, the Suami of Ibri 
Mnja, and the Sunan of'Abu Diftid. 

* The pru-Islamii? rmme uf Meilina. 
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ma.de. them sympathi/.e with him t join him, and look upon him as 
one of their own and a spiritual brotber. He had only to arrive at 
the mosquc h when the fortunate and gloriuus seion of Aws and 
Khazr^p would surround him, each inviting him to his Home, 
ehonsing him for himself, pledging himself and hia famoly as his 
protectors even unto death, and stubbomly insisting on his elaim 
until the matter had to be settled by reoourse to lot, Abotit this, the 
Inium Al-Bukhari 2 Lransmits tliis text: “Nu Emigrants of mine 
set Mo t i d own with my Auxiliaries except by lot,* 1 

Even the Qur’an has preserved for all eternity this cKcellonce 
of the Atnciliariea, and their resplendent glory aeross the ages 
shines out in the worda ef Allah (Blessed and Almighty is He!): 
u And those who oeeupied the abode and the faith before them, lovc 
those who emigrate to them, and find no nced in their breasts for 
that which they have been given, but prefer them over themselves, 
even though tliere should be proverty amougst them; those protected 
from avarice of soul, they aru the prosperous 11 |Q.59: 9f . 

Sueh wua the mode of conduct of the sons of islam, and surh 
the character of the First battalion of those who foimd fraternity of 
faith amongst themselves. There was no division between the 
Emigrants and Auxi)iaries among them, nor between the Meccan 
and the Yemenite, so that the Noble Apostle extolled the Ash’ariles 3 
of the pcople o f Yonien, saying (May Allah bless and save him!): 
“How excellent are the people of the Ash'arites! When they wage 


• T h t! t wo tribes of pa^nn Arobs wbo inhabited Lhe oases of Ynthrib, together 
with Lht! three -IdwirIi trihes of Nadir, Qaynuqa, and tjurayza. 

- Muhammad b. Ismn'il ul Bukhnri 1810 - 870), the famous callector and compiler 
ofTmctiLiars, whnse Al-£uhih is the most Authoritative and revered hudith 
- collection i s Simnite Islam, Bn i s said to hnvc hearri 600,000 Tniditinns 
d uring his fanflung journeyB undertaken For this purpose, from which hc 
acceptcd only 2,762 as nmquestionab]y genuinc. 

3 The Ash'nr wtru a Y «menit# tribe. The most fatnous of them. in earJy Islamic 
hisini'v wert* A3ju Musa al-Ash’ari and his bruthars, who Soft Yemen Lo fight 
in the Prophet's army against the Jewish colonics of khriybar in 628. Abu 
Musa went on the assumn numerous importsnt adminitttrslive and mititary 
pnsts under the Prnphet and the flrst t.wo Caiiphs, and was ‘Al i ‘s iiiefFecUmi 
spokimman at thp fatofuL Arbitrotion of Adhruh i n 66EJ. His rloatli dato i s 
unwrtain, but is Rometime nftor 660. 
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jihad in expeditions or against setlied communities, they gather 
Logether all they possess and put it into their knapsacks, thon they 
clivide it among themselves with perfect equity.” 

And if you read the Nnble Qur s an, and ihe Traditions of the 
Mighty Pfophct (May Allah bless and save himl), and atudy the 
biographies o f Ihe fortunate and giuri gus g f the sons of this 
religions, you will see therein matter to delight your soul and to fiil 
your mind and heart. 

A Fraternity Which Froclaims 
Human i t a r i ani s m 

This crccd has produced two fruits which we musl garner, and 
concerning which we muat address you respecting their swcetness, 
their delectatinn, their goodness, and their uldity. The first of 
these has to do with the fact that this creed rcsulted in Islamic 
imperialisnTs resembling no other in all. of hisLory, neither in ils 
aims nor in its operations and conduct, nor in its results or benefits, 
For the Muslim imperialist conquered a land, when he did eonquer 
it, only tu exalt the Word ol'tlie Ttuth, and to iiluminate its horizons 
with the sunna of the Noble (JuFan, For whencver Lho eun of the 
Muhammadan guidance shone upon the souls of its people, dif- 
ferences were nbJiterated* wrnngs were wipod out* and justice and 
equity prevniled in their midst, along with love anti brotherhood. 
Here there was m question of victorious oonqueror and vanquishcd 
enemy T bui simply of affectionate and cumradely brcthrcn. The 
nothion of nationalism thenceforth melts away and disappeara jusi 
as saow disappears after strong, sparkling suntight. f&ils u pon it T 
by contrast with Islami c brotherhnod, which the Qur'an mstills i n 
the soulg of all those who fbllow it. 

That Muslim cnnqueror, even before he raided those whom he 
raided and conquered whomever he conquered # had alreadiy sol d 
himselfand his pooplo, and had rid himselfof his parochial loyalties 1 
and his mUionalism i n the path ol’ Allah. N e did not campmgn for 


1 'nBubiy^'CL, which set 1 i n the OlossEjry of Arabit Tiirms. Here the refenunce i s* 
lu Iwal Lribnl rmd H-m toyalties which in pagfitn Ambiii ovi'rratle iill others, 
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the sake of such luyalties, nor dicl he conqucr For the sake nf natio- 
nalism, and he diri not win victories For the sake of rarial sentimeni; 
but rather did he act ( whcn he did aet, For the sake of AJlah and 
Allah alone, who has n o partner. 

The most remarkable story that has been trangmitted about 
sineere dedication t o a goal, and of all personal desire, i s one which 
occurs in the Noble Traditions, the gist of which i 9 that a mau 
came before the Frophet f May Allah blesa and save him !) and said: 
‘ Apostle of Allah, \ wish U> wage jihad in Allah’s way, and I would 
like to see what m y portion [thereafterl wiN bu,* The Prophet (May 
Allah bless and save himt) remained silent without answering. 
And the following Qur T anic verse was revealed: "‘Whoever hopes to 
meet his Lord, tet h i m do a righteouB work h and let him not aseotiate 
anyone as partner, m worshipping his LorcT’ IQ.18: 111]. 

Do you see how Islam looked upcm that indmdual's search for 
commendation and praise, as representing a hidden polytheism i n 
Lhe very nature of the soul, from which b e mus t be cleansed and 
which he mu s L ri.se above through the nobility of that glorious goal? 
Js there anything more sincere than than a man forget himself in 
pursuing his goal? Do you imagine that a man on who m his reltgion 
imposcs (.he condition that he rid himself of self, and that he 
suppress his senti ments, his inclinations, and his dcsires, so that 
his jihad may be sincerely dedicated to Allah alon e, vvill think 
thereafter to wage i t for a pamehial loynlty, o r go on eampaign for 
the sake of a race or a nalionalist sentimen L? By Allah, certainly not! 

The amquered, who m desting wished to prosper under Islam 
and to be guided by its guidance, did not uban den his i and and his 
soil to a stranger who dominated it and who suhjocted him to 
luimble servilude, niunopolizmg all its resources while excluding 
him. rtalher T he abandoned whatever he did abandon because he 
Fused with him and blended with b i m in soul and spirit, and called 
o lu to him with sincerityi "You bave the same righta and responsi - 
biliti.es as w c! The Bu ok of Allah (Blessed and Almighty is He!) will 
dccide between us." Each cif thcm perishcd in achieving his goai, 
and was sacrificed in the path of his PrincipJ.e. He abandoned 
whatever b e aban doned so that Allalvs light might be shed over all 
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cf human i ty and so that the sun. of tho Noble Qur'an might ahine 
u pon them, For in this lies the whole of their felicity an d the 
pertection of their prugress, if they but kncw. 

The Horizons of the Islamic Fatherland 

The sccond fru.it is that Islam i c brotherhood compelled every 
Mualim to believe that every fbot of ground supporting a brother 
who held to the religion of the Noble Qur'an was a portion of the 
larger Islami c homeland, to work for the protection and pmsperity 
of which was made ineumbent by Islam on every nne of itg sons, 
The result was that the horiaons of the Islam ie (atherland expanded 
and transeended the bounds of mere gengraphical and ethnic 
palriotism to one of lofty prindples, pura, veracious articles of 
belief, and truths which Allah set down as a guidance and a light 
for the world, For Islam, when it gives its sons to understand this 
conrept and fl?tes it firmiy within their souls, imposes upon them 
the meluctable ohligation to protect the territory of Islam from the 
atlaek of the aggressor, to de liver i t from the usurpation of the 
usurper, and to fortify it against the ambitions of the hostile, 

A Long Koad 

I hope that these words in exp!anation of the mission of the 
Muslim Brotherhood have revealed their goal to our noble readers, 
and have made dear to them, to some extent at least T their program 
i n proceeding towsrd this goal. I hacl eariier addressed myself at 
great to many of eur zealous brethren on the subject of Islam and 
its grandeur, in vcry mueh the same languagc as our readers have 
now seen under the present title of *To What Do We Summon 
Mankind?* 

In the course of talking with them, I w as roeeived with gratifying 
attention, and we understood what was being said point by point, 
one after the other, until wo came out of the discussion absolutely 
satisficd with the integrity of our goal and its ultimate feasibiiiiy. 
II o w greal was my astonishment when l saw that they were 
practically unanimous in their agroement that the vvay, despite 
their admission that i t would be successful, was a long one, and 
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that the destructive. violent currents existing within our country 
werc too powcrfuL At this point, dospair began to creep into their 
heartf; and despondency to take hold of their spirits. Just so that 
our noble readers will not discover these feelings within their own 
spirits, as theseearlier discnssants did, I wouid liko to infuse these 
words with a superabundant hope in the certainty of success, Allah 
wilJing, for the matter is in Allah’s hands, Jirsl and last. Therefore, 
I shal! narrow do w n the subject to two positive points of view. 


The Socio-Philosophical Viewpoint 

The social seientists say that the truths of today are the 
dreams of yesterday, and that. the dreams of today are the truths 
of tomornow. Now this is a viewpoint supported by the actrml faets 
and corroborated by demonstration and Proof. In faet, it is at the 
core of' the arivancement of huma n i ty and its upwand progress 
toward perfeetion, for whu could have believed that seientists 
wouid make such discoveries and inventione as they have, beforo 
they cam e to iight onlv a few years agu? Even the sdentific autori- 
ties themselvea rejected the m at their first encounter with the m, 
until the aetual faets supported them and proof corroborated them! 
Esairtples of this are plentiful, and they are so wol.t known that we 
need spond no more time diseussing them. 

The Historical Viewpoint 

AU nations began their rise from a position of weakness, so 
much so that to the observer i t seemed that for them to attain 
their desired goaJ was a kind of impossibility. But despite this 
presupposition, history has s h own us that patience, steadfastness, 
wisdom, and persistenee have earried these movements, so weakin 
their beginnings and so feeble i n resources, to the pinnaele of the 
success and fortune their leaders were hoping Ttjr. Who wouid have 
beheved Ih a t the Arabian Peninsula, that dry and, infertiJo desert, 
wouid ever produce enlightenment and Icarning, and, through the 
spiritual and pollticaL tnlluence of its sons, rule over the mightiest 
States in the wurld? Who wouid have i magi n ed that Abu Bakr, that 
tender - hearted and mild person, against who m the people had 
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rcbelled and whoso Companiona' rights thcy fluuled, could senti 
tuil oleven armies i n one day that would suppress thc rcbels and 
sv\ thc crring Etrmght, chastise the wrongdoar, toke vengeanco on 
thc apostates, and exact Allah s duea in alm » 1 from the recusants? 
Who would have btdieved that skimpy, underground following of 
'Ali and Al-Abbas would be able to overturn that far-flung and 
powerful staLe ovemight ,, 2 when prcviouslv thcy had heen ex[>osed, 
from one day to lho next, to murder, persecution, bamshment, and 
threat? Who would have imagined that Salah aJ-Din the Ayyubid 3 
would hold his jjrnmid fbr long ycars, and hurl back the kingrt of 
Europe on their hcels, dcfentod, desinte tlieir cnormous numbers 
and the bravc? s ha w of their armies, until twenty-five of their 
greatest kings banded againat him? 

AU that ia andenf history. In modern history, there is au even 
more estormhing example, for who would have imagined thal King 
Abd ahAziz Al Su T ud » 4 who s c family had been banished, whose 


1 Zakat, which aee i r the Glossary of Arafah: Tcirmn, k aecms that the Riddn. 
nr “nposlasy", ol' the cenlral and eastern A rabi n n Iri bea m (i?12 tffus autiuilly 
fnnttvated by the desiro lo ihruw off the puLiticnl yokc of Mcdinn anti Ijh cease 
ti> be liahle fnr the ufntttB.] alms f whtdh w as coilected as a slate tax. 

4 The rdbrfHKft is to thc (Jmayyad State and dynnsty, overthrawn by u joint 
Hhi'ite and 'Abhasul conApiracy m 7 >19 ■ 50. The Shi'n, or “l'ollowinif r>f Ali fa. 
Talib <ca. 600 - ft(il), thc cousin and ton - in. - law nf thc Prophet, wcrc c-njolod 
intr» aifling thc jirctonrlerc of the Mouse uf AlAAfabos, wKq were dc&ccndcd 
from nn uncleof the Pruphcg by lhe arnbijuous propaganda spread abroad by 
Afabasid agen t s. Adhnl'erlts wen* *-r»n lt> the csiuse by being told that thc 
lOTemcnt was rleHijiiu.fl lo restore llie lefti limate rule Uj the ‘House of Hashim,” 
tm andent Meccan anccstor of thc Prophet'a tlan. Eind Lherefcre of both the 
‘AJid anti Lhe Ahhasiil linen, 

;t Salah al-Din Yusufi}. Ayyub(113S ■ lltJ.'i). the "Saladln" ni LbuTliind CrjkmcIl!, 
ivlinuti ehief expoiit-s were the de^truction of Lhe greatcr part of thc Crusodcr 
thivalfy at Hattio iji 1 1S7, the rctaptuiie of rliTu^ilnnl i n lhe saine year. and 
lhe lermination of lhe rule of the shi'ite Fatimite dynasty in Egypt, Ihcivby 
rtstorimg their real m to SunnilLe orthodoxy in 1171. The Ayyubid dynasty nf 
of which he wus the tbunder. were the deseendants of bis bruther. Al- 
Athl, who supplanlcd Saladiifs sons i n 1200. The dynosty petererJ nu I in 
TCjiypl i n 1249. tliouph various Syrian branelies biritcd surneivlial Longer 

■* 'Afad nl-'Aaz Al Sti’ud (1^80 - 195I.D. thc fOstorer lo [juwer of the Su'udi royal 
line of Wstfd i n 1902, and the father of the rccently (19751 doceaHLid kiTit* 
Faysal of the Saudi Arabian kingdtmv The feat Al-hanno rclfcre to here vt r as= 
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people had been pcrseeuted, and whose kingdom had been s tulen, 
would win back that kingdom with twenty or so raen; and that 
afterwards he would become one of the hopes oT Lhc Islam i c worid 
for a restoraticm of its grandeur and a rereation of its unity? And 
whu would have believed that that Geraian workingman, Hitler, 
would ever attain such immensc iniluence and as sucoessful a 
realization of bis aims as he has? 

Is There Another Road? 

There are two negative viewpoints vvhich produce exactly the 
same resuli* and which inipel the minds of the zealous to ael 
Forcefully and determinedly. The Eirst i s that t.his way, however 
Ion g it mav take, t s the only one suilable for erecting the foundatians 
of the revival on an unassailable basis, and experience bas 
confirmcd the Correctness ofthis vicwpoint. 

Duty First of Ali 

The seconcl i s that the agenl acts to perfbrm a duty first of a 11, 
Lhen only secondly for a reward in the hereafter, and thirdly for 
personal advantage. For i t he acts, he per for m his duty and win s 
Allah'a approval - there is no doubt of this - when all the conditions 
are fulfilled; tlien his personal advantage remams, and tbiy is a 
matter which is i n Allah ’s hands, Perhaps an opportunity, quite 
out&ide his cakulations, will ari s e and render his act productive of 
the mosi blcssed quits; while if he refrains from acting, the sin of 
dereliction fa lis u pon him, he loses the reward oT jihad, and is 
ab&olufcely doprived of any personal benefit. Which of these tivo 
alternatives has the better stan di n g and the fairer repute? The 
Noble Qur’an has pointed t his o u t clearly and uncquivocally t n Lhis 
noble verse: MH Why do you preach to a people whom Allah will 
destroy or pun ia h with a severe punishment?’ They said: l As an 


=lho daring and spectacular recupturc ol'thc okl Sa'udi caplial of Al-Rivad Ijy 
■Abd al-Ajdz f with only a «s mcn, na a niglil raid in ltH>2, The rity h:id been 
seized and nccupicd by the Rashidicta n f Al-H;i f it whilti Abd al-Azia w a h a 
chitd, and hid l'ather and family had been banished, findiug tt refugfc in Al- 
Ku way t until Ihe restoration of their fortunES. 
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eitcuse to your Lord; perhaps Ihey wilt how Piety,’ But when they 
forgot that of which they had been reminderi, We reacued thosc 
who had forbidden evii, and We seized those who had been unjost 
with a grievoufl punishment, for that they had been transgressors. 11 

- Surat al-AVaf |Q.7: 164-1651. 

The Story of a Nation Corning into Existence 

Weakness: We have now before u s a proud Iryarct who ensJaves 
Allah ’s worshippers, despising them as weaklings and using them 
as scrvitors, attendants, slaves T and chattels, whi)e on the other 
hand we have a noble and glorious peopie englaved by this 
overbearing desput. Thcn Allah tBlessed and Almighty ls Hel) 
wished to restore to this glorious peopie its stolen freedom f its 
ravaged honor, its lost glory and its former might. The first ray of 
the dawn of freedom for this peopie was the risi n g' sun of Its mighly 
leader, Moses, as a nursing infant: “We relate to thee some of the 
story of Moses and pharaoh i n t r u t h for a peopie who believe. New 
Pharaoh grew mighty i n the 3 and and divided its peopie into groups, 
despising a party amongthem, slaughtering their sons and keeping 
alive their wornen, Indeed he was of those who sow corruption. 
We wished to be gracious to those who were despised in the hmd, 
and to make them leaders, and to make them inheritors, and to 
establish them in t.hc land 1 " fQ.28: 3-6|. 

Leadership: Then we see this leader in his maturity* prntected 
by the Divine Providence after he had revolted against tyraniyy 
and shnwed his loathing for injustice. He lled alone and escaped 
with his freedom, when Allah took him unto Himself and placed 
u pun him the biarden ofhis apostolate, maki n g the salvabion of his 
peopie contingent u pon him. He returned h lled with faith and 
sustained by conviction, faring that tyrant and dcmanding that he 
restore to his peopie their freedom and leave them their honor, and 
that he believe iri him and follow him. How magnificent. is his 
bitter, buming sarcasm, as the Noble Qur’an narrates the words ol' 
the mighty apostle: “And this is the favor thou didst bestow on me 

- that thou didst enslave the Chitdren of Israel” [Q,26: 22]. O 
tyrant who lords it nver the worshlppers of God, not your worship- 
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pers E Is the favor you are reminding rae of, and the benefit you have 
conferred on me t the enslavement of my nation, the degradation of 
my commuity, and the humiliation of my people? This is the cry of 
truth ringing from the mouth of the n obi e prophet, rocking the 
tryant's tbrone and shaking his Idngdom: ^Come before Pharaoh 
and say: “We are a messenger from the Lord of the universe: send 
away with us the Children of Israel.” H He said: 'Did we not rear 
thee amen g us as a child, while thou didst stay among us for years 
of thy life? And then thou didst thy dced which thou didst, being of 
those who are ungrateful!’ He said: '1 did it then, being of those 
who are in error, So I fled from you for 1 feared you: and my Lord 
granted me authority and made me one of the messengors 1 ” - 
Surat al-Stm’ara’ [Q.2G: 16-201. 

Struggle; And nnw we witness the wrath of the powerful 
against j ustice - how they rebel against it, avenge themselves upon 
it, punishing those who are for it and subjugating those who 
support it. And also how the supporters of justice bear up under all 
this, and how their leaders hold out the promise of swect hopes 
and aspirafions s o that their spirits may not languish: “And the 
council of nobies of Pharaoh’s pcople said: ‘Wilt thou allow Moses 
and his people to sow comiption io the land, and to loave thee and 
thy gods? He said: 'We s h all kill tlieir Sons and save their womfin 
alive, for we are in power over them/ Moses said to his people: ‘Ask 
Allah for aid and be patient. The land is Allah 's - He gives it as a 
heritage to those whom He will of His worshippers, and the end 
belongs to the pious” |Q.7: 127-128]. 

Falthi How magnificent for us to see this eternal example of 
steadlastness and patience, of unswerving allegiance to justice, 
and of utter contempl for cverything, oven life, in the Service of 
faith and belief, on the part of the fullowers of this leader who 
believed in Ji.ii a mission, and w lio nallenged this tyrant with contempt 
and defiancc! of death: “Then determine what tliou wilt detormine: 
thou doterminest only the life of this world. We bclieve in our Lord, 
that He may forgive us our sins and that magic thou didst compel 
us to perform. God ia the Moro Benevolcnt and the More Abiding” 
IQ.20: 72-73J. 
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Tri um p Ku If' we see all this, we shall see its consequences in 
this ftfth seclion, and do you grasp what those may be? Victory 
prosperity* triumph, success, and glad tidings brought to the 
oppressed; hope realized for the dreamers, and the cry of manifes! 
justice resounding through the horizons of the earth: w O Children 
nf Israel, We have delivered you from your encmy! w fQ.20: flOj. 
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TOWARD THE LIGHT 1 

In the Name of God, the Merciful, 
the Compassionate! 

Prefacc 

In Rajab 1366 <May- June 1947), the Imam and martyr Hasan 
aJ-Kanna* Supreme G u ide c»r Lhe Muslim llrotherhood, went this 
message to His Majesty Famq 1, King of Egypt and Lho Sudan, His 
Excellency Mus La fa al -N ah ha s Pasha, his the n Prima Miniatur, 
and to the kings, prinees, and rulers of the various enuntries of the 
Islamic world, as well as to a great number ol’ dvic and religious 
leoders i n those countries. We are now publishing and djstrihuting 
it once meru. Many of Lhc view- puints and directives it contnins 
still represent the dcarest hope of every Arab and every Muslim, 
Let u s pray Allah thaL i t be fulfilled! 

In the Name of Allah, the Merciful* the Compnssionate! 

Praise be unto Allah, and may Allah bless and save Gur 

Master Muhammad, his Idouse, anti his Companions. “O 

Lord, grant us a mercy from Thee, and set forth for us 

integrity i n mir uff’air" fQ + lfi: 10), 

Cairo, Egypt, Rajab 1366 

Your Excclloncy, 

Peace be with ycu* and God's merty and blessingy’ To proceed' 
a II that impals u s lu submil this n Les s a ge to Your Excellen cy i s a 
keen desirc Lo guide the nation* whose leadership Allah has placed 
i n your care and whose alfairs He has delegat.ed to you d uring its 
modern era, i n a benevolent marmer which will set 3 1 on the mosi, 
excejlenl of paths, trace nut for it the best of programs, proted. U 
from shocks and disturbances, and s pare i t protraeted and painful 
esperiences* 

Beyond this, we desire no more than to have do n e our duty and 
submitted our advice,*, !br Alloh’s rewantl i s better and more lasi. i n g. 


1 Translated i n Lu Fretnrh l>y -I Marel in Oricntj sec Bi hliography for i'uJJ entry 
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The ShephertTs Responsi bil i ty 

Your Excellency r 

Allah had delegated ruler-ship over this nation to you, and has 
madi? its interests t its affairs, its present anti its future, your trust 
and your chargo: you are responsi bh? fbr al| o f these before Allah 
(Eleased and Almighty is HeD. If the present generatian are your 
Instruments, the coming generatjon are your products. How mighty 
is this trust, and how great this responsi bil ity T that a man should 
bc held answerable fqr a niition: “Each of you i s a shephcrd, and 
each is responsible for his flock," 1 tn ancient, times, the Jusi Imam 2 
said: “If a mute wero Lo stumble in Iraq, 1 would hold myself 
responsi bl e fbr her before Allah (Blessed and Almighty is He!), as 
to why I had not leveled the rnad for her* The Imam Umar b. al- 
khnttab depieted the immensity of his responsibility in a saying of 
his: u How 1 would like to come out of' it evonly - owning nothing 
and owing nothirtg!" 


Introduction 

(A> A Period of Transit ion 

The most dangerous peiod in the life of nations, and the most 
deserving of critical study, is the period of transition from one 
state of affairs to another. ft is then that. plans for the new period 
arc laid and its guiding principles and policios drawn up T accordmg 
to whichj it is ejepected, the nation will be Formed an to whteh it 
will pdhere. El' these plans, principles, and policies are elear - cut, 
sound, and solid, the nation will rejoice in this triumph, and its 
guides, betause of this well - being, in a great rewnrd, eternal ftnne, 
the just verdiet of history, and fair ronown. 

(B) At the Crossroatls 

This important task poses two couditions: the first is the 
li berati on of the nation from its polilical bonds so that it may 
obtain its freedom and regain its lost independence and fsovereignty. 


1 Concordance, 2, 273, ciUng the Sahih of AL-5ukhart, lho Musnad of Ahmad 
b, lUmhal.am! the Jami* o f Ai-Tinriidhi. 

a T ha Bocond of the Orthcdra Ctdiphs, TJ m u r lj. al-khattab {634 -644). 
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The second is its reconstraction, sn that i t. may take its own way 
emong the nations and compcte with these others in its progress 
bowarei social perfcction. 

For the time bcing, Lhe politieal struggle has come to a halt* 
and yy u have begun, along with the nation, to face a ncw period, 
Now yon will see two ways before you, each one urging you to 
orient the nation in its direction and tt> prnceed with it along its 
path. Each one has its porticular chnr&cteristics, its advantages, 
its efFects, its results, its propagandists and its promoters. The 
first ia the way of Islam, its fundamental assumptions, its 
prmciples, its culture and its civilization; the second is the way of 
the West, the externat features of its life, its organization and its 
proccdures, Tt is our belief that the first way, the way of Islam, its 
principles and its fundamental assumptions, is the only way which 
oiight to be folio wed, and toward, which the p re sen t and future 
nation should be oriented. 1 

(C) Advantages of the Islami c Orienlation 

If we take the nation nlong this pai h, wc shull be able to obtain 
mauy benefits - among them Lhe facl Ibai the Islamic way has 
been tried bcfore and that history has testifled as to its soundness, 
It has produced for the beiiefil of mankind an umma which is one 
of' the strongest, most oxcellent, most merdful, most godty, and 
most blessed for a)l of humanity. It possesses a sanctity and 
stabiiity in the minds of men which makes it easy for all to adopt it, 
to underatand it, an d lo respond to it, as well as to adhere to i t once 
they are properly oriented to i t, to say nothing of pride nationalEsm 
and the e x tol men t of sinccre patriot! sm. For then we will conatruct 
our lives on our own principles and fundamental assumptions, 
taking nothing from others. Herein lie the highest idealis of social 
and existeotial independence, siter political independence. 

To take this coursc means to strengthen Arab unity, in the first 
place; and in the second, to strengthen Islamic unity. The Islamic 


1 lu Marul’s transl td.ion , and flddiLnuuil scntenct nol 1 b unti m the present Arabic 
text occurs here; *Thi& second ia the most dan geraus |woy] for LIki presenter 
future exislemie of Lhe nation't 
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world iri its entirety will support un through its spirit, iLs sensibiJity, 
its sympathy, anti its endorsement, and wili see iri us brethren 
whom it will a La n d behind as they stan d behind i L, and whom it. 
will support as they support it* And heroin lies a greaL moral 
advantsge which n n intelligent person will spum, 

This cmirse i s comptete and all - encnmpassing, guaranteoing 
the establishment of the most eseellent institutions for public liJe in 
i Eh; nation, both practically and spiritually. This is Lho advantage 
Lhal distinguishes Islam, for it places the mstitutkms of the life 
oT nations tin twn important bases: adherencc Lo Lho good* and 
avoidanoe of the harmful. 

II' w e pursue this path, we shalt be nbla tn nvnid the vital 
problems which beset the other nations which have neither known 
of this way nor followcd it. Indccd, wc ,^h ii 1 1 be ablc to solvc tnnny 
complicated problem® which present institutions are unnble to, 
and hero w« ciie lho words orBemard Shaw: “Hnw tmieh the world 
in l.he modern age needs a mau like Muhammad to solve its 
stubborn, complicated problema over a cup of cofTee/ 

After all this, i f we folio w this path, God’s support will s t and 
behind u s, Ibrtifying u s at momen ts of wcakness, sustaining lis i n 
difticulties, casing our toil for us T and urging us forward: “Do not 
falter i n prusuing the people; i f you suflbr, they sufl'er as do ynu, 
and yon hope from Allah that which they do not. Allah i s knowing, 
Wise" EQ 4; 1041* 

(D) Western Civtlizalitm Today 

In eoncluding this diseussion, we asaert that the c i vil i zat ion of 
the West, which was brilliant by virtue of its scientific perfectkm 
for a long time, tmd which subjugated the whole world with the 
Products of this Science to its States aral nations, i s now bankrupt 
and in decline. Ils foundations are crunibling, and its i nst.it uLion 
and guiding prindples are falling apart. Its potitical loundations are 
beying destroyed by dietatorships, and its eoonomjc fnundations 
are being swept a way by erises. The millions of its wretched 
nnempioyed and liungry olYer ihdr testimuny against it, while its 
social fouFidations are being undermined by deviant ideologi u s and 
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revolulions which are hraaking out everywhere, Its people are at a 
luas as to the propor moasures to be taken and are wandering far 
astruy. Their eongnesseg are failures, their treaties are broker» F and 
their covenart ts tom to pieces: their League of Natians i s a phan- 
tasm, possessing ncither spirit infiuenec, while their strong men, 
a Ion g with other things t are ovcrthrowing its eovcnant o f peace 
and security. 

Thia is one side of the matter, Meanwhile, un the other side, 
too, they are bcing deall violant hlows, so that the world, thankg to 
theae tynrnnkal and setf - seeking polides, has beeoroe like a sliip 
in the midst of the sea ( with its captain distraught while blustering 
gales assault it on atl sidcs. All nf' humnnity are tomicntcd, 
wretched, worrietl and conlusedt having been scorched by the Hres 
of greed and materialism. They are in dire need of some sweet 
pnrtion of the waters of Trae Islam to wash i'rom them the filth of 
misery and lu lead L hem to happiness. 

The leadership of lho world weis atone time in the hands oflhc 
EasL entirely, Lhcn i t fell to the West after the rise of the G-reeks 
and Romans. After that, the Mosaic» Christian, and Muhammadan 
dispensations brought i L back to the East for a second time t bu t 
then the East fell into its iong sleup, and the West enjoyed a ncw 
rebirth. It was Allah 's siinna which may not be gainsaid T and the 
West inhcritcd world lcadership. Bui lo and behold! It was 
tyrannical and unjust, insolent, misguided, and stumbling blindly, 
and it only remained lbr a strong Eastern power t o exert itself 
under the s had o w o f Allah's banner, with the Standard of t J u? 
Qur’an fluttering at its liead, and hacked u p by t he powerfuf 
Linyielding soldiery of lho laith. And there was the world tumed 
Muslim and a t ponco, and the universe singing out: “Praise be unto 
Allah who guided u s to this, for truly we had not been guidod i f 
Allah had not guided us" [tj.7: 431. 

This is not in the least a product o f the imagination: this is no 
other tllan the Lruc vcrdict of history. And il‘ it is not fulfilled 
through us: ‘Then Allah witl b ring a people whom He loves and 
who love Hiiu, humble toward believers anti powerful against 
imbelievers, striving in the way of Allah b and fbaring not the 
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reproach of any reproacher. That is the bounty of Allah,, which Hc 
bringa to whom He wilT [Q,5: 54]. 

Islam i s Guaranteed t o Supply 
the Renascent Nation with Its Needs 

There is nn regime i n this world which will supply the renascent 
nation with what i t requires in the way of institutinns, principles, 
objectives, and sensibilities t,o the same extent as Islam does cver y 
one of its rertaseent nations. The N obi e Qur 'an is full of passages 
descriptive of thig particular aspect, and contains n u merona exam- 
plary parables concerning i t - in general or in detail - while it dcals 
with these aspects clearly and precisely, No nation adhcres to i t 
withoul succeedmg i n its aspirations, 

(A) Islam and Hope 

A renascent nation necds a broad, all-encompassing hope, and 
the Quran has supplied its nations with thss consctousness i n a 
manncr which creates out of a dead nation one which is all life, 
ambil ion, hope s and determination. It is enough that it labels 
despair the road to unbelief, and hope- lessnesa a manifes tatim of 
error. In fact, if the weakest nation heard the words of the Almighty: 
w And We desired to show favor to those who had been rendered 
weak i n the earth, and t. u make them leaders, and to make them 
inhevitors, and to make them sirong i n t.he earth” IQ.28: 5-6 1, 

And i n the words o f t h u Almighty: “Falter not, nor grieve, f'or 
you will be paramount if you rtg believers, If a wound louches you, 
a wound liktr i t has atready touched the peoplc, These are the days 
which W u apportion to mankind in turn" [Q,3: 139-140 h 

And i n the words of lho Almighty: ll He i t i s who ejcpelled those 
of the People of the Book 1 who disbelieved from the i r abodes al the 
first gathermg. You di d not think that they would go forth, and you 
thnught that their fortrosses woulcl render them impregnable to 


i A roferenee to onc of the two Jewish tribes of Qiiymiqti' or Nadir, espolled 
fnun Mcdina after the Eattle of Badr (624) or Lfhud r«jjiectively T Teople 
of lho Bodk H ia H cfltch - plicu^L* useri for memberu r>f any orthc; tolerated 
religtona under Islam. 
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Allah. But Allah eame to them from whentie they had not rechoncd, 
and He cast terror into their bearts, while they made ruins cif their 
homes by their own hands and the hands of the believers. Consider 
then, O you who have eyea]” LQ.59: 21. And in the w'ords of the 
Almighty: M Or d i d you think to enter Paradise when what had comc 
to those who passed on boforu you had not yet come to you ? Misery 
an sufTering touched thcm and they were so s h akun that the 
Apostle and tho.se who believed sairi 11 'When is Allah’s suecor?' Is 
not Allah’s succor near?" [Q.2; 234]. 

Truly the weakest of nations, if it heard these gnod tidings and 
read the real stories pertinent to thein, would absolutely emerge 
thereafter as the strongest of nations in faith and spirit. It would 
unqucstionably sce in this hope encouragement to phmge into 
difficulties, howevet' severc they might bo, and to confront evonts, 
however overwhelming, until it won the perfeclion to which it 
aspired. 

(B) Islam and National Greatness 

The renaaoent nations need to glory in their nutionalism just 
as a superior and splendid nation with its own merilis and its own 
history, so that its image be imprinled on the minds of its sons h 
and that they ofTer up their blood and their lives on behalf of this 
splendor and nobiiity, and work for the welfare of'this fatherland, 
and for its aggrandiftement and prosperity. We will not see this 
ideal clearly in any regime to be as jusi, excellent, and merciful as 
it is in True Islam. For if the nation knows that its nobiiity and 
honor have been sanctified by Allah in His foreknawledge, and 
that He has registered it in His Unswervjng Book - for as He, the 
Blessed and Almighty, says: “You are the best nation which has 
been brought forth for mankind” IQ,3’ 1101; and in the words of the 
Almighty: Ji Thus hnve We made you a midinosL nation» that you 
tnay be witnesses ugainst mankind and the Apostle a witness 
against you" |Q.2: 143J; "Greatness lselong3 to Allah, and to His 
Apostle» and to ihe believers" IQ.63: fij - then it is lho nation most 
worthy of saerificing the world and all i t contains for its Ailnh- 
given greatness. 
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The modern natinns have labored to fnster this ideal Hrmly m 
the minds of their youth, men and boys alike, thus we hear: 
M Germany above all!" and “Itsly above alit” and “ftule T BritanniaT 
Bu t the dificrence betwocn the sentimen ts which the l s kunir 
ideology foslers, and the sentiments fosLered by these slogan s and 
ideologies, is that the sentiments of the Muslim seok to rise to 
communion with Aliah, while the sentiments nf the non-Mu$Iim do 
not go beyond the literal import nf the words. Furthermore, m 
ereating theso sentiments, Islam defmed their gnal, made it a 
stringent duty to keep to i t, and prodaimed that i t waa not a matter 
of diauvinism or f'alse pride, but of leading the world to its welfare. 
Con cerning this, He, the Blessed and Almighty, savs: ‘Tou com- 
mand the good and forbid the evil, and believe in Allah" [Q.3: 1I0|. 

This implics the support of virtue and t.he combatting nf vice, 
and reverence for the ideal as well as bearing it in tnind while 
perlbrming any acl. Therefore theso sentiments, by virtue of their 
hoid u pon the early Mus lima, produced the maximal justice and 
m e r t: y reporleri historlcally of any of the nations. On the other 
harui, the ideology of domination in the minds of the Western 
nations did nol defwe its gnai without involving a fallacious 
chauvinism, and therefore it brnught about intemecine warfart* 
and aggression against weak nations. In this respect, the Islamic 
ideology adopled the 1>est course, and sought to instill it in its sons 
and to Utrn Ihem away from anylhing charscterized by wickedness 
and oppression, Islam has estended the domain of the Islamic 
fatherland* and has ordained toil for its welfare and self -sacrifiee 
forlhe sake of its freedom and grcalncss. Aceording to the Islam i r 
unders tanding, the fa t berian d eomprises: d) the particular country 
first of all; then it- extends to the other Islamic countries, For all 
of them are a fathorland and an abode for the Muslim; (3) then it 
proceeds to the first Islamic E rapi re which the Pious Ancestors 
ereeted with their doa r and precious b lon d, and over which the y 
raised Aliah's banner. Their monumen t s within it still extol their 
superinrity arul grandeur; and as for all theso regions, thc Muslim 
will bn asked before Allah (Blessed and Almighty t s He!) why h o 
did not Jalin r to restore it, (4> Then Ih e fathorland of the Muslim 
cxpunds t, u cncompass the entlre world, Do you not hear the words 
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of Allah (Blessed anti Almighty is He!): “And light them till sodition 
\H no more, and the failh ia AllahV [Q.2: I93j? 

Thus did Islam reconcile the Bentimcnts oT local nationalism 
with that of a common nationahsm, with all the bunefits therenf 
for alt of humanity: "O mankind, We created you male and female, 
and We created you peoples and tribes, that you might know onc 
another” [Q.49: I3b 

(C) Islam and the Armed Forces 

Similarly, renasccnt nations retjuire strength, and need t n 
impian l the milirary spirit in their sons, especially in these tim es 
when peace can only bo guaranteed by preparcdness for war, and 
when ihe slogan n f al) their sons is: “Strenglh i s the surest way to 
guarantee the enforcement nf justice." 

Islam did not overJook this factor, bu t as a matter of laci madc 
i t a stringcnt duty* and rEid not differentiate m any way hetween it 
and prayer or fasting. In the entire worid, there is no rcgime whieh 
has concerned ilsdf with Lhis factor, neither i n antiquity nor i n 
modem tim es, to lho ujctcnt that Islam has in the Qur*an, and in 
the Traditions and life of the Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and 
save him.lh Yon can see this presentod in elear and exemplary 
f'ashion i n the words of lho Almighty: “And prcparc against them 
such foree and troops ofhorses as you can f by whieh to frightcn the 
enemies of Allah and you r enemies” |Q.8: 60 b And in the words of 
the Almighty: "Figliting is preseribed for you, though it be detestabte 
to you. Bu t i t may be that you detest somcthing whieh i s good for 
you* and it may bc t liat you lovo something whieh is bad for you” 

|q,2: 216]. 

And have you ever suen a military procl amat ion i n a saered 
bonk reod alnud in prayer, dhikr, public worship and private 
communion with Allah, 1 i ke the proclamation whieh begins with an 
abrupt command in the words of the Almighty: “So let those fight 
in the way of Allah who sel L the lifc of lhis worid for the next! M 
|Q. 4 : 74 L The n He apedfies the reward immeduitely aflerwards: 
“And he who ITghl.s i n Allah's way and ia sini n o r nverwme, We 
shall provitle him with a mighty wage” IQ, 4 : 741 . 
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Then follows an exhmtation to aruuse lhe noblest senliments 
m men's hearta, namely, the deliverance of the peoplo nnd tho 
fatherland, as lio say&: H What aila you that you d» not fighl i n the 
way of Allah and fnr those rendered weakmen, vvomen, and 
children - who say: ‘Qur Lord, bring us forth from thls city whose 
people a re unjust, and nppoint for u s from Thyself a gua rdi cm, and 
appoint for us from Thyself a Prgtectorf” |Q.4: 75 1 . 

Then He shows them t h s nobilily of their goal and the bascncss 
□f their enemies’ goal, demonstratmg cleanly that they are 
sacrificing aomething of greal value - their Sivcs - for a precinus 
commodity which deserves it and which esceeds it in value -Allah's 
approval - while a t the same time non-Muslims a re fighting with 
3 io goal before them, The r e ff>r e they are weaker tn spirit and nioro 
confustd in their hearts, He, the Almighly, saya: “Thoee who 
betieve Ijghl in the way of Allah, and those who disbelievi: llght in 
Lhc way o T idolatiy ( so fight the auxili aries of Sutan! Truly tho 
wiles of Sutan are weak” |Q.4: 76. h 

The He upbraids those who shirked doing their duty a takmg 
the easy way o u t and abandoning tho difticult demands of heroism, 
and shows them their mistake in adu p tiri g this nttitude. He shows 
tho m that boldness would not harm them one bit, and that they 
would roap the great reward, while abstention profits them nothing, 
sinoe doath Mes before them in any event, Directly following the 
pfeceding verses. He says: "Has t tho u no observed thoae to who m 
it was said; ‘Ecstrain you r hands, perform the prayer, and pay the 
alms.’? But when fighting is prescribed Ebr them, lo and behold, a 
party of them fear men as m u eh as their fear of Allah, o r even 
m o re. And they say; t’hir Lord, why hast Thou prescribed flghting 
for us? !f Thou wouldsl but respiitc us for a brief time!' Say: The 
p te n sura of this world i g but little: the next world i s better for the 
pion s , and you will not be wronged to tho exten t of a simgle date - 
fiber. Wherever you are, death will overtake you, even if you are in 
wcll - buUt towercf fQ,4: 77-7Rf 

By you r Lord. what military proclamation ia ih e re possessing 
f b rcfi and elarity such as this, which will awaken with i n the soldier's 
kreasi all the sseal, pride, and failh lhe communder desiree? 
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And i i' Lhe mamstay of military Hfe according to their praetice 
consieted of Iwo things -discipline and obedience - God has oonjomud 
them in Lwo verses from His Book, when He, the Blesscd and 
Almighty, saya: “Truly God loves those who fight in His way, i n 
ranke, as if't.hey were a solidly constructed huikling" |Q.6l: 4J, And 
as He, the Almighty, says: “And more fitting fdr t hem are obcdience 
and rivil speech" [Q.47: 20*21]. 

And i f you read whaL Islam prcscribcs conceming the pre- 
para L km of equipment, the provisioning of' Lhc armed l’orces, the 
teaching of areherv, the sheltering of horses, the virtue of the 
shahada t Lho wage of jihad, the reward fnr expenditure.s marie on 
its behalf, the eonsideratiun duo thuse who campaign i n i L, compre- 
hension ofits varieties - you will see all Lhese treated exhaustively, 
whether in noble Qur’anie vcrses, the Honored Traditions, the 
Pure Prophetie Biography, or the True Islami e juris prudencc: “Our 
Lord encompa&ses all things in knowledge” [Q.7: 89 1, 

The modem nations have pai d clo.se attention lo this and have 
been Ibunded on these principles: we see that Mussolinfs Fa&cism, 
Hitler's Nazism, and Slalin’s Communism are based on pure 
militamm. But the re is a vast dirrerence between all of these and 
the militarism of Islam, fer the Islam whieh has sanctified forte to 
such a n exlenL has also preftirred ponco. Directly aftu]' the verses 
extoliing forte, the Blessed and Almighty says: "And if they incline 
to peace, Lhen incline thou io i L, and trust i n Allah” EQ.8: 611. 

And it Es H e who defined the price of vietory and its mani- 
festations when Me said: “Allah will surelly aid one who aids Him. 
Allah is Mighty, Glorious! Those, who Ef We nciake thein powerful 
i n the earlh, perfbrm the prayer and pay the alms, and command 
the good and forbid the evil. For unto Allah l>elongs the consequence 
of alFairs” [Q.22: 40*411. 

And i t i s He who set do w n the basis of i n terna tjorml military 
lnvv, when He, the Almighty, said: “And if thou fearest treachery 
from any people, repudiate the m likewise. Tmly Allah do es not 
luve the treacherous” (Q,8: 58!. 
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For one parfcicular ordinance 1 the counsel of the Apostle (May 
Allah bless and savc him!) and bis Suecessors after him to the 
cnmmanders of their armios stands out as tties most remarkable 
manifestation of mercy and kindliness: "Comtnit no treachery, do 
not exceed the bounds, do not mutilate, do not kill women, children, 
and the aged, do not cut down fruitbearing trees, and do not finis h 
of!' the wounded. You will come across people who lead lives of 
devotion in hcrmitages: leave them and that to which they devole 
themselves, in peace," 1 

This was the roilitary fnrce of Islam - comprising the police of 
justiee and the security forces oflaw and order. As for the present 
military forte of Elirope, everyone knows that it comprises the 
army of injustice and the soldiery of greed. Which o f the two ski es 
is of lottier gtature and greater magnammity ? 

(D) Islam and Public Health 

Stnce renaseent nalions necd a superior military foree, and the 
mainstay of sucb a forte is phy sitai lioalth and strength, the 
Qur'an has made allusion to this ccncept while narratingthe story 
of a strnggling nation which took on the task of bearing the burden 
of fighting for the sake of Ets freedom, independence and self - 
fermation. For Allah chose for it a leader who was eqtmlly strang 
i n mind and body 1 and made physical strength one of h i s chief 
supports in bearing his burden, This i s what the Noble Qur t an 
rclates concerning the Children of Israel and the eonflrmation of 
their leader, Sanl: "Indeed Allah has chosen him above you t and has 
increased him signally i n knowledge and robustness” [Q.2: 247], 

The A pos t! e {May Allah bless and savc him!) has commented 
on this ide ei in many of his Traditions, and urged the believers to 
p reserve their bodily strength, just as he urged them regarding 
their spiritual strength. The Veracious Traditions say: "The strong 


1 This sfiems to be a pnrtly mislaken attributiun by I lasan. The words occur i n 
a fWrm arifi order slightly difl’enent from those given here i n a sputuh of Abu 
Bakr's deliveivd i n biiforc Usasno h. Zayrl an<] bis rnuling forces, Sce 

M-uliEimmad h. Jurir al-Tabati, Annales, I od. M, J, do firxyc et al. (Lcitlcn: K. J, 
Brill, 1879 -l&ODj i: 1850. 
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believer is better thnn lho wea k believer .” 1 And: “Truly yon r body 
has n rigbl. ovcr yon,” The Apnstle o f Allah (May Allah bless and 
savc him!) often expminded the principles of public health to the 
umma, especially conceming preventive medicine, the morn 
excellent of the- Iwo a&pects of medicine^ He (May Atlaii blcss and 
save him!) said: "We a re a penple who do not eat u n les s we ano 
hungry, and when we eal. it is not to satiety.” And as Lo his 
seeking (May Allah bless and save him!) fbr watcr to drink, the 
Traditions say: “He (May Allah bless and save him!) used to look 
for yweel waterf’ And he forbade urinat.ing and defecating i n 
stagnant water, and doclared a quarantine against p lagu e - ridden 
countries and their populations so that they shoulrj not leave the m 
nor any outsider enter them. And finally, he iMay Allah bless and 
save him!) pai d mu di aUention to physical eulture, i, e,, archery, 
swimming, horse mansh i p t and riuming, and urged his ummii to 
prnetice the m and show interes t in the m. Thore i h oven a Tradition 
which States: <l He who once kilew archery and then Forgot it, is not 
one of mine.”- And h e (May Allah b lesa and save him!) stringently 
forbade eelibacy, monasticiam, and the tormenting and weakening 
of the body in order Lo draw near to Allah (Blessed and AlmigMy is 
Md). In uli these malters he guided the urama in t.he direction of 
modern t ion. Ali o r this LesUfics to Isi ain f s deup concem for lho 
heallh of the u mm a at largo, to the strenuous elForta it. made in 
order to safeguaid it, and tn its receptivity t o anything that might 
conduce to its welfare and happiness in this important respect. 

(PI) Islam and Seion tre 

Jus t as nat) ons need power, so do they need the Science which 
will buttress t liis power and direct it in the best pnssihle marmer, 
prnviding them with atl their requirernents i n the wey of inventions 
and ctiscoverios. Islam does not reject Science; indeed, i t makes it 
as obligatory as the ac<|uisition of power, and gives it its suppori. 
Il suffices to say that the very Hrst verse nl' the Book of Allah to 


1 Cnncordancc, ,1, Fi 12, citing Mu- Mustiad of Ahmnri b, HtmuNd, the S:iliih 
of Muslim, and the Sunan nf lbn Maju.. 

^Coitcurdance, d. -ML, ol'lhrfc n varian t of Lhiu, t:iLinp* l.lui IVIiiKnad of Ahmmi 
h. II n t iba L, 
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be nevealed gays: "Recite, in the Numu oJ' thy Lord who cieated; 
created man from a dot of blood. Rccito, for thy Lord is the Most 
Gererous, who taught mari with the pcn; taught man what he dki 
not know” [Q H 96; 1-5], 

The Apnstle of Allaht May Allah biess and save him!) stipulatcd 
as part of the ransom for the polytheists captured at Badr 1 that 
one of these prisoners teach ten Muslim children rcading and 
writing, in the endeavor to wipe out illiteracy from the uinma. 
Allah did not m a ke the Eearned and the ignnrant equal. He, the 
Blossed, the Almighty, saysr “Are those who know and those who 
do not know equtd? Only those who possess understanding are 
mmdfur |Q,39: 1 1]. Islam has given the same weigt to Lho ink of 
scholars as to the blnod of martyrs, The Qur f an links Science and 
ptnver together in two noble verses: tl For why should not a few from 
cvery gmup of them march out as a party, so that they may gain 
knowledgc of religion and wam thcir peoplc when they i-eturn 
to them? Perhaps they will bewnre. O ye who believe, fight 
those unhelEcvers who are close to ymi, and Jet them encounter 
hurahness m yon, and know ye tliat Allah i s with the god-iearinpf 
[Q,9: 122-1231. 

The Qur7m does not distinguish between secular and religious 
Science, bu L advocates bolh, summing up the natural Sciences in 
one verse, expostulating on their behatf and making knowledge of 
them a means of rcveroncing Him and a path Loward knowing 
Him, This is what the almighty says: “Hast thou not seen Allah 
send down water from the sky?' [Q,35: 27] . Here t h e re i s a n allusiun 
to astronomy aml the celestial spbere, and the connection bctween 
heaven and earlh. Then the Almighty says: “And thereby have 
We produced varicolored fraits" |Q.35: 27|. Here the re is an 
a 11 us ion to the Science of botany and its marvels and wonders, and 
to its chemigtry. 

“And in the mnuntains thero arc whitc and red stripes, 
varicolored, and black roeks" [Q.35: ‘271, Here there is an allusion 


1 The? Battlo of Bnrlr i m G24 wan the first ntfijor engajjement bH.ween the Muslims 
ihi" Median, Lcd by lho Frophet, and the pagan? of Mecca, It resulted in an 
mft.sU.md mg vietory Ihr ih c Muslim?. 
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t, n the twience of geology, the strata of the earth and their modes and 
l.ypes, |C And similarly, of men and beasfs and catllo, varicolored" 
|Q.35: 281, Here there is an allusion to the Science of biotogy and 
nnirnals m their division of mankind and smaller and larger 
beasts. Do you think that this verse has left out any of the natural 
sctence s? To all of this the Aimighty appends: The leamed among 
Ria worshlppers alone fear Allah 1 " [Q.35: 2BJ. 

Have you not soen through this rtiraarknblc concatenatinn of 
verses thot Allah commands mankind lo study nature and that lle 
prompta them to it, rcndering the learneH among (hem, by virtue 
of His arcana and His seerets, the people w h o truly revere and 
know B i m? O Allah, eniighten the Muslim s in the i r religi o n! 

(F) Islam and Moral i ty 

The rc n a seani nation, above all else, needa a code of morahty.,, 
a strong, unbcndmg, and superior moral ity, together with a mag- 
nanimous spirit fired by lofty aspirations. For it will have to faee 
sonie demands of the uew age which cannot be answered except 
through the possessicin of a strong and sincere moral ity faunded nn 
rleep faith, unwavtring ccmstancy, greal. aelf - sacrifice, and 
considerable tolerance, Islam alrme can creaLe such a perfect soul t 
fer it has made reetitude of the soul and ils purification the 
Ibunda t ion of success, The Almiglity saya: “He who has purfied it 
will suecced: he who has comipted it will fail" [Q.0l: 9-10] , 

And it has made change in the affairs of nations contingent on 
change within their moral eharaeter and the reetitude of their 
souls. He. the Almighty, says: “Surely A i la h will not change the 
drcumstances ofa people unti! they change wlial ss in thomselvcs" 
[Q,13: ll|. 

You will lit'iif penetraling veruts dealing with individual 
aspects of higher morality, Etnd you will see that they represent an 
insuperable foree for correction the soul T fortilying it, purifying it 
and dcansing it, as He, the Almighty, saya: “Of the believors are 
men who were sincerc i n their covenant wiLh Allah, and of them 
arc* Lhose who fulfilled their vow, and of them are those who are 
waiting, not having ohanged a t all, for Allah to reward the sincere 
for the i r s i n Cd r r i ty n [ Q 33 : 23 - 24 1 , 
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And conceming generosity, sel f - sacrif lce T patience, tolerance, 
and surmaunting obstacles: 4< And thaL is because neither thirst not 
hardship nor hunger assails theni in Allah’s way, nor do they t.ake 
a step which angers the unbelievers, nor do they gain anything 
from the eneniy, but that a good deed Iri recorded o n their behalf. 
Truly Aliah does not lose the wage of the doers of Good, nor do 
they spend Ijttle or much, nor do they oross a valley, but it is 
rccorded for the m, so Lhat Allah may reward them for the bu s t n T 
what they wore doing’ fQ,9: 120-121]. 

There is no agen t like Islam Ui awaken the consrience, vivity 
the finer sentiments, and station a warder over the soul - the best 
□fail warders - fbr apart from it, there is n o organined body oflaw 
which wi 11 peretrate the depths of the hearl. or aJTairs kept hidden. 

(G) Islam and Economics 

The renaseent nation needs above all to rugulate it.s eeonormc 
affairs, the moet imporkan t quc&tiun during these reeenl eras. 
Islam has not. negJected thia aspeot, but rather has set down al! its 
fundamental principtes without exception. You may hear Aliah 
(Rlesscd and Almighty is He!) speaking nl’ the sateguarding of 
property, explaining its value and the necessity t, o be concerned 
with it: *Do not give the foolish you r property of w hit h Allah has 
appointed you the manag&r r< [Q.4: 5]. 

And H c says f conceming the bal and ng nut of expenditnres and 
income; iL l)o not let thy h and be manaeled to thy neck T nor open i t 
to its fullest extent* [Q,17; 29 J. 

And fhe Apnstle nf Allah (May Allah bless and save h ini!) says: 
“Ide who economizea will not be in need.” 1 Whal is true for the 
individual i s j List as true fbr the nation, as h e (May Allah bluss and 
save him!) says: ‘ How excellent is righteous wealth tor a righteous 
man! 1 ' 2 Any good economic system is weleomed b y Islam, which 
urges the nation to promote i t and puts n o obstaeles i n its path. 
Islamic jurisprudence is filled with rules for Hnandal transaetions, 


1 Concordiince, 4, 43G. eilinfr the Mu^imrl nf'Ahmad h. Htmhfil, 

2 Cimcordiiiicc, li, 304 eiiiug ii.n almciKl iduntkut lntdilh in llic jMusriiid 
nJ'Ahnmid h. Himbal, 
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and it has given them m guch minute detail as to obviaLe further 
elaboration, 

Finally, when the nation ptissesses all these reinforeements - 
hope 3 patriotism, Science, power, health, and a sound economy - it 
will T without a doubt, be the strongest of aJl nation s, and the future 
will bciong to it. Especially is this i me if to aJl these is added the 
facl that it has been purified of selfishness, aggressiveness, egotism, 
and nrrogance, and has enrne to desire Lhe wolfare of the whole 
world, Indeed, [siam has guaranteed this 3 and there is nothing so 
support a nation desirous of resurgence which at. the samo tinne 
rcjects it and stands in its way. 

(H) The Public Institutions of Islam 

This is om? aspect ofthe perfeetion to lu: fhund in certain Islamic 
institutions, namely those concerned with lho resurgence o f nation s, 
a I way s remembering that w e a re fadng a period of resurgence. As 
f'rrr reviewing all aspects ofthe perfeetion of ail Islamic institutions, 
i t would nequire hulky volume iind vas t and lar-Jlung investiga- 
tions. Suftice it to diseuss this perfeetion in a fbw concise words : 
the institution of Islam with respect lr> the individual, the nation, 
and the famiEy, in tonus of bot h govemment and penple, or the 
relations between not ions - i n all respccts, the inslitntiens of Islam 
have tombined both great brcadth and precision, and have chosen 
the common good as well as given it clcar espositien. They are Lhe 
mas L perfbct and mosi bcneficial institutions known tn mankind and 
eonfirmed by painstaking reseaich in every aspoct of national life. 

This judgment, which was once limited to particular persons, 
has now become general, and is attested to by every fair - minded 
individual, Whenever investigators delve into their researches, 
they uncover aspects ofthe perfeetion of these elornal insitutions 
not previously discorned by their predecesscrs. Allah said in truth: 
“We s hati show them Our signs on the horizons and i n their suuls 
unti) it is apparent to them that it is Lhe truth. Js it not suflicient 
Lhat thy Lord is a witness over all things?” IQ.41: 53 1. 
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Islam Protects Minorities and 
Safeguards the Rights of Foreigners 

Excellency, 

People imagine that adherence to Islam and m aki n g il the 
basis for regu latin g life are incompatibJe with the esdstence uf non- 
Muslim minorities witliin the Islamic umma t and with the unity 
of the various elements comprtsing the umma, which is One of the 
strongest supporte on national revival d u ring the preaent era. Bu t 
the truth is precisely the contrary. Islam, which was originated by 
the Wiee and Knowing One who knowg the past, present, and 
futune of the nations, took full cognizance of this problem* and 
solved it before il. ever came up, Its holy and wise institutmu s had 
hardly becn rcvealed when i t already cnntained 0 dear and 
un ambigu ous test concerning the protection of minorities. Do 
mankind require anything more sel f - evident than this text: 
^Allah do es not forbid you to deal with those who have not fought 
against you in religion* and have not driven you from your homes, 
with benevolenoe, or Lo show themjusUoe. Surely Allah Inves those 
who arejust* |Q.60: 31. 

This text does not merely include protection* bui it aiso counscls 
benevolence and the doing of good on their behaif. Islam sanctified 
the unity of humanity as a whole, i n the Almighty’s saying: “O 
mankind, We have created you malc and female, and have made 
you nations and tribes that you may know one another" |Q.43: 13], 

In the same way* tt sanctified universal religiuus unity, put an 
end to fanaticism, and ordained thai its Sons have faith in al! the 
revcaled relgions. As the Almigbty says: "Say: 'We believe in Allah 
and what H e reveoled to u s and who t H c revcaled to Abrahani, 
and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Tribes, and that which 
Moses and Jesus reeeivcd, and what the prophets received from 
their Lord. We do not distinguish between any of the m, and we 
have surrendcrcd to Him." And if they believe the like of what you 
believe, they a re reightly giiided. Bu t if they tum away* the n they 
are i n dissension, and Allah wlll suffioe thec against thom., Ple i s 
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the Ilearer, the knower! The baptism of Allah - and who is better 
than Allah in baptism?" [Q 2: 136-138]. 

Tben. it sanctified denominational roligious unity withoul 
arrogance or aggressiveness, The Blesscd and Almighty said: 
"The believers are no other than brothers, Therefnre m&ke peace 
between you r brothers and tear Allah; perhaps you will fmd mercy" 
[QA9: 10J. 

This Islam,, which was foundcd according to sueh a pattem of 
moderation and deep ■ rnoted i^uity, could not possibly be the 
cauae of its followers* diarupting a longeontinuing Linity. On the 
contrary, it has cndowed this unity with a character of religious 
holinoss 1 though formerly it uscd to draw its strenglh solely from 
the civil authorily, 

And Islam has defined very precisely those who m we oughl to 
oppnse and boycott, and with whom w e should cut off all relations. 
Followmg the verse dted earlier ]Q.60: SJ , the Almighty. says: 
“Allah forbids vou to befriend only those who Ibught you i n religion, 
and drove you from your homes s o r aided in driving you forth. 
Whoscever hefriends Ihem - they are wrongdoers 11 |Q.60: 9] T 

No fa i r - mmded person i n the world would compel any natinn to 
rest content with an internal enemv of this type, nr any great dtsoord 
emong its sons, or any impairment of its internal organization. 

This is Islunfs position with respect to the n on -Musi i m 
mmorities-clear, unambiguous, and free from tnjuslice. Its position 
with respect to foreigners is one of peaceJulness and sympathy, so 
long as they behave wiLh rectiuide and sinoerity. Bu t if the i r 
consciancss grow oorrupt and their erims increase, the Qur’an has 
already defined the position w e would tak e regarding the m: fl O you 
who believe! Do not take fbr confidants those who are not of you; 
they will not fail iri hinder you: they are pleased by w ha t trpublcs 
you, Hatred has been revealed out o f their mouths; what their 
hearts cunceal is yet greater. W e have tnnde the signe denr to you t 
if you would bu t understand. Behokl, you love the m, but they do 
not love you!” |Q. 3: 11B-I13J. 

And with tliis. Islam luis dealt with all nf those aspects as 
precisely, benevoiently, and sinccrely as possible. 
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Islam Is Not a Disturbing 
Influencc on Relations with the West 

Similarly, people may imagine that Iskimic institutions in uur 
modem lift? create egtrangement betwccn ua and the Western 
nations, and that Ihey will muddy the clarity of onr political 
relations with them just when these were on the point of being 
setllcd. This too is o not ion rooted in pure fantasy. For Lhosc 
nations which are suspicious of us will likc ua no better whether 
we f'ollow Islam ur anything else, lf they ari; truly our f'riends,, and 
m u tual trust exists between us, their own spnkesmen and Ecatfers 
b o v e already declared that everv nation i s free tn adopt whatever 
organizatinn it wishes with i r its own borders, provided i t cloes not 
infringe on the rights of others, ll es up to all the leaders of these 
nations to understand that the honor of intcmational Islam is the 
most sacred honor known to history, and that the p rinci p 3 es set 
d own by International Islam tn guard this honor and to pneserve i t 
are the most firmly fixed and solidly confirmed of prineiples, 

It ia Islam which spoke out for the safeguarding of troaties and 
fulfillment of ohligation: “And keep the eovmant, for of the covenant 
tj u e. st ion will be made" |Q.17: 34|; "Except for those of the poly- 
theists with whom y o u have o treaty, and who since then have nol 
diminished you in any wny and have not hulped anyone against 
y o u - fulfill your covenant with the m u p to o s stated term. Truly 
Allah lovcs the godfearing ,1 |Q.9: 4]. And He said: “So long as they 
behave with rectitude toward you, behavc with rectitude toward 
them H |Q,9: 7| r And He said, regarding the generous receptipn of 
refugees and the good neighborliness o f those who receive the m: 
“And if any onc of the polytheists aeeks reRjge with thoe, givc him 
refuge so that he may liear AlIaJTs Discoursew, then takc liirn to a 
pl acc of s ecu ri ty H [Q . 9 : 6] . 

If this is the treatment accorded polytheists, how do you suppose 
People of the Book would be Lreated? 

The Islam which prescribes these prineiples and tukes ils 
adherenLs along ihis path mus t gurely be regarded by Wostcrncrs 
as guaranteemg still another type of securitv, natnely, l'or l.hem 
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selves. We maintain that it would be lu Europe’s benufit L f these 
sound ccncepts governed hcrown internal relations - this would bu 
betterfor them anti moro cn d u ring! 

The Fundamental Soarces of the Renaissance 
in the East Are Not Those of the West 

Ezcellency, 

Among the cnuscs which have iropelled some nf Ihe Eastem 
Natiuns to cleviatfi f'rom Islam, and lo chonse to imitate the West, 
was Ihe stucly of the Western Renaissance made by tlieir leaders, 
and Iheir corvviction that it w as only accomplished by nverthrowing 
religion, destroying ehurches, freeing t hem sel ve s fnom papai autho- 
rity, controlling the elergy and prelates, putting an end to all 
manifestatiuns nf religious authority i n the nation, and defmitely 
separting rehgion from ihe general policy uf the State. If this is 
true in the case of the Western nations, it is absdutely untrue for 
the Islam ic nations, sincie the nature of Islam ir doctrines is quite 
unltke that of any other religioru The jurisdietinn of the religious 
authorities in Islam ts rireumseribed and Limited, powerless to 
altar its statutes or to subvert its institut m n s, wilh the result that 
the fundamental principles of' Islam,, acmss the eenturies, have 
kept pace witb the changi ng eras, and have advocated progress, 
supported le anting, and defended seholars. What happenedi there 
t s inappropriate fbr conditions h e re. The re are ex tensi ve studi es 
concerning this which take up many volumes; nur purpose in this 
essay is In survoy the subject briefly in order to bear it i n mirui and 
diapel n II ambiguities, W e are sura that every fa i r - minded person 
will agree wilh lis on this basic principle; accordingly, it is simply 
nol pcssible that this senlimeni shauld be our guiding precept in 
our modem renaissance. which mus t first of all be susluined by the 
strong pillars of a high mural ity, a flnurishing Science, and far - 
reaching power, which i s w hai Islam cnjoins. 

The Clerics Are Not Religi on Ttself 

One of the exeuses adopfced by somc of those who followed the 
palh of Lhe Western era was Ihal the v had bego n to be aware m f the 
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course U ke n hy tha Muslim religi ons tiuthorities, m view nf tlieir 
hostile attitude Lnward the uationalist rsvival, their base activittjs 
against the nationalists and thcir alliance with the expioiterg, and 
their choice of selfish interests and worldly amhitions over the 
welfsre of tho country and the natton. It Lrue, fchis was a flaw 
within the rcligtous establishment itself, nnt in the faith as such. 
Does tho faiih command such things? Dr are they enjosned by the 
lives of Lhc most virfcuous and illustrious ulama of the Islamic 
umma, who useci to burst in upon kings and princes, past Iheir 
gates and walls, ccnsuring them, forbidding them, rejecting their 
gifts, d. ec la ring whal tho truth was before them h and bringing them 
the demands of tim nation? Nay, they oven took up arms in tho 
Eaeo of tyranny and injustice! History has not yet forgotten the 
phaJanx of legists in the ranks of Ibn al-Ash'ath 1 in tho easlern 
region of the IsJamic Empire, nor the rebclJion of the qadi Yahya 
b. Yahya ai-Laythi ahMaliki 2 in its Western region. 

Such are the teachings o i' the faiih f and sudi i s the pasi history 
of the legists of Islam, Is Lhcre any tracd i n thoso of what they 


i Abd ai-Fnhmon b. Muhammad b. al-Ash'ath (?'7 CMj, u Mualim general sen L 
agahi s E L]ie Cenlral Asian Turks by Al-Hnjjnj, govermir «f lraq. H c won anme 
vietories, bu t on desiring Lo put a halt lo hostilities, he was aocused of 
cowardice by Al-Hujjsy. He and his nrmy imiuedinlcly tumed back and 
initiated a bloodv rebdlion ngainst the guvernor and llie Culipb, 'Abd ai-Mfllik, 
in 699. Becasue A1-! IujJlij had earlier forcetl Jcvnsh and Christian eonverts h) 
l-skuit who Jiad fled to the cities t o return lo their villages, becuusc af the 
drastk drop tn iht pe|]-iax revenye whicb had ensued, the clerical dn&ses 
were fliso ogninsl him, and flocked to Ibn al'Astrath'a army i n great 
n n m bera. Ibn al-Ash’ath w a a ullimately defeassLed,, and fled Lu lila eratwhile 
enemitJK tho Turks. A fcw yenra later, Lhc Turki sh king sen t his hcad lo Al- 
Hajjaj. Whethcr he committed tmicide or was executed is n n t knnwn. 

* Yahya h. Yahya b. "Ali Isa aM.aythi (7GSJ-34EH, n Borbcr jurisi of canon iaw 
(faqih) who had atudied in Mecca and Mediiui and wan thereaftBr ehiefly 
reisporisibie for lhc spreud of the Mal i kita School i n t^puin. He led n n upriaing 
nf the deries ■ moatly cunverts from diristinnitv - of the soitlhem Siiburb of 
CorrJoba againat the Caliph Al-Hakam I, becouse o f his worldlinees and luve 
nl' luxunr. Allhough lhc rebcllton ended in the crueiiiximi of 300 rebels, the 
CKiie ef the resi, and ihe level ing of the enlire qimrter,, Yahya hiinEeJf lived 
1 13 1 to become ?jh influontial court favonte ef the succeedinfr Caliph, ‘Abd al 
Rahman III, and lo fil! the office of Chief Qadi of Unmyyfld Spain, 
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assert? Or is therc any justice in compelling the faith to toierate 
the folio wers of those who have deviated from i t? 

Nevertheless, even i f tliesc allcgations hoki true for sorae people, 
they do not hold for the totali ty. And i f they can be substantiated fbr 
some particuiar circumstance., they are not st> for all circumstances. 
This is the history of the modem renaissanco in the Kas t, so 
redolent of the attitudes of the Muslim religious authorities i n 
every single natioru The position taken by Al-Asihar i n Egypt; and 
by the lArabj Higher Committee 1 in South Syria, or Palestine, and 
North Syria, or Lebanon; by Mawlana Abu 'l-kalam [Azadl^ and his 
brethren among the most illuslrious of the Indian ulama, and by 
the Muslim leaders i n Indonesia, ia not forgotten nor i s it alicn. 
Thorefore, these assertions must not be used as a pretext for 
diverting any nation from its religion simply i n the name o f 
nationalism, for is it not the most productivc sulutiun for a nation 
to reform its religious authoritios and to be recundlcd with them, 
rather than to adopt an anmhilatory attitude Loward them? Kven 
if these expressions which havc crept into our language by way of 
imitation, like "religious auihorities,” do not accord with our own 
usage - since this one i s peculi&r to the West, i n the sense of 
"clergy” ’ i t includes every Muslim, aecording to the Islamic usage, 
For all Muslims from the least to the moat outgtanding of them, are 
^religious authorities.” 


1 Tho Arab Higher Committee wns fonnecl i n 1936 in Palestine under the 
pcrsidency of tho CTrnnrJ Mufli of Jnrusnlom, Al-H&jj Amin nl-Husaynt* It 
siLocecdutl a mimbar of Arab natiimBlMcommittws and nssoelntjims which had 
eoniG into ExiaLence trom 1920 cm, lu prolesfc and counler Zionist aspirntionfi 
i n the mandatod tcmtnry. Ie was rccognized as the ollkinf spokesman ibr the 
Arab point of view by the Erilish [idministrationj hut vras subseqLierttly 
outEawed in 1937 becuuse of excesse3 committed diiring the Arab Rebellion of 
1936 - 39 h and beeause of tho cnllaboraticm of the Muiti and nther Arnb tender* 
with the gpvernmenta «f the Fb&clsL fltntes rifUnly and Genmmy. 

51 Abu d-kalam Azad (J88S - 195B), a noled Indian thoologian, editor af tho 
infhiunti&l Muslim newapaper Al- Hilal i n C&leuttn from 1912 - 14. He was a 
pmlific wriiBr in Urdu and one of the outs tanding Mualim polilscal and 
inteliectual leadcrs of the twentieth tentu ry, Duri n g h i y laat year&, h e 
Minister of Education i n Lhe governmenl of India. 
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A Bold Step But a Successful One 

Excellcncy h 

After all the foregoing, it would be inexcueable for us to turn 
Eisidc frum the palh of truth - the path o f Islam -anti to folio w the 
path of fleshly desires and vanities - the path of' Europe. Along the 
path of Europe nre to be found outor ahow and cheap tinsel, 
ploasures and luxori.es, laxity and lken.se, and comforts ihat 
capt.ivate the soul, fnr all of these things are loveri by the soul, as 
the Almighty says: "Made beautiful For mankind is the lovu of 
Fleshly desires for women, and childrcn, and hcaped - up mounds 
of gold and silvor, and brandcd horscs, and cat. U e, and tillod land. 
That is the comfurt of this world" [Q,3: 14]. 

But the path of Islam is glory, imporegnabi lity, truth, strength, 
blcssodness» rectitude, stabolity, virlue, and nobility. Follow il 
along with the u mm n, may Allah grant yon success! fl Say: ‘shotl I 
inform you of gomethmg better than that? For those who are 
godfearing i n the presence of their Lord. there a re Cktfdens beneath 
whic.h rivers Eow, Lhey boing in them Forevei 1 , and purificd spcuaes, 
and the apprnhation of Allah, Allah is awave of His worshippers" 
|Q,3: 15). 

Luxuries only annihilate nations, and hereomforts and eoveted 
possessicns havo only convulsed Europe: “And vvhon Wo wish to 
destroy a city, W e command its men of wealth, and they cnmmit 
transgression in it, and the sentence against it isjustified, and We 
destroy i t utterly” 1Q.3: 16]. 

Allah (Blcssed and Almighty is Hd) seni, His Apostle as a mcrty 
to the worlds until the Day of Rcsurrection, and seni His Rook 
with him as a light and a guidanoe until Ih e Day of Kesurrection. 
The leadership of the Apostle (May Allah bless and save him!) 
survives in his Kunna, and the authority of the Qur s an is securo 
through his proof, Humanity is marching inevitably toward t.hum 
both, with the might of the roighty and the luimility of tbe humble. 
Ironi near and from afar, so that Allah 's Word should bu realized: 
'That He may niake it triumphant ovor cvery rcligian" IQ.9: 33J. 
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Re the firat to come forward in the name of Cod’s Apostle (May 
Allah bless and save himl) hearing the vial of Qur'anic healing, to 
save the tormented* sick worid! It is a bold step, but one crowncd 
with success, Allah willing (Blessed and Alnughty is Hel), for Allah 
is victorious in Ilis alibi es: “Then the beliovers will rejoice in Allah’s 
succor. He succorss whom He wilt, for Ho ih Lhe Mighfcy, the Mereifu! M 
[Q.30t 4-5].. 


Some Steps Toward Practical Reform 

Esceliency, 

Having given a clear pre&entation of the spiritual mood that 
should prevail within the nation i n its modern renaissanee, we 
would like to poitu out, by way of conclusion, somc of the praclioal 
manifestations and results which this mood should dietate. We are 
going to mention h e re only Lho broadest toipcs, since w c are woll 
aware that eacli one of these questUins demands extensive and 
intensive study, laxing the energies and capacities of specialiats. 
We know too that we have not yet plumbed all the pusaling 
problems and demanda of Lhe nation, nor all the manifestations of 
the renaissance. We do nul believc that the fulfillment of these 
demands is a mere Lrifle which can be accomplished ovcmight, and 
we know that before many of them there are nianifold obstades 
which will require va$t patience. great w i seinmu and kecn determi- 
nation. We know all this and can takc il in our stride. And besides 
Lhis, we know that where there is genuine resolve, lhe way will be 
niude ptain, and that i f a ntrnrig - willed nation chooses the path of 
goodness, it shall, by All ah AlmightyH will, atlain what it desires. 
Stride forward, and God wilt be with y ou! Following aro the 
Principal goals of reform grounded on the spirit, of genuine Islam: 

First; Political, judicinl, arul administrative: 

i'I) An end to party rival rv, and a dianneling of the pofiticnl 
forees of the nation i n t. o a common front and a single phalanx. 

(2) A reform of the law, so that it will conform to Islamic 
legialation i n evtry branch. 
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(3) A strengthenmg of the iirmed forces, and an intrease in the 
number of youth groups; the inspiration of the latter with zeal on 
the bases of Istamic jihad, 

(4) A strengthening of the bonds between all Tslamic countries, 
especially the Arab countries, to pave the way for practical and 
serious consideration of the matter ofthe departed Caliphate. 

(5) The diffusion of the Islamii; spirit throughnLit all departments 
of the government, so that all its emplayecs will feel responsible 
for adhering to Islamic teachings, 

(61 The survei Llance of the personal eonduet o f all its empioyees, 
and an end to the dichotomy between the private and professiona] 
spheres. 

(7) Setting the hours of work in summer and winter ahead, so 
that will be easy to fulfill religious duties» and so that keeping late 
houtrs will come to an end. 

(8) An end to bribery and favoritism, with consideration to be 
given only to capabiltty and legilimatc reasons [for advancementh 

{9) Weighing all acts of the govemment in the seales oflslamic 
wisdom and doctrine; the organization of all celebrationa, receptions, 
official conferences, prisons and hopitals so as not to be incompatible 
with Ia lara i c teaching; the arranging of work - sehedules so that 
they will not cunilict with hours of prayer. 

(10) The employment oT graduates of Ai-Azhar in military and 
administralive positions, and their training, 

Second: Social and educational: 

(1) Conditioning the people to respeet publie moral i ty, and the 
is&uanee of direetives fortilied by the angip of the law on this 
subject; the inipoaition o f sever penalties for moral offenses. 

(2) Treatment of the problem of women in a way which combinos 
the Progressive and the protective, in accordance with Islami c 
teaching, so that this problem - one of the most important social 
probtems - will not be abandoned to the hiased pens and deviartt 
notions of those who err i n the direetions of defieiency or excess. 
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( 3 ) An end to proslituliun, both clandestine and ovcrti thc re- 
cognition of f bm i cat ion, whatever thc circirnistances, is a detestable 
crime whose perpetrator m nst bc flogged, 

(41 An cnd to gambHng i n all its forms - games, lot teria s, racing, 
and gambling - clubs. 

(5^ A eampaign against drinking, as thero is one againsl: drugs: 
its prohibation, and the salvation ofths nation from its effects. 

(6) A campaign against ostentation in drcas and loosc behavior; 
the instruction uf women in. what is proper, with particular 
strictness as rcgards fetnale instructors, pupilfi, physicmns, and 
students, and all those i n similar categories. 

(7) A re vi c w of’thn currioula oJTer'cd to giri s and thc necessity ol' 
making the m distinct from the boys* curricula in many of the stages 
of education, 

(8) Segregatirm of male and female students; private meetings 
between men and women, unless within the pcrmitted degrces 
[o f' relationship], 1 to be cmmted as a crime for which both will be 
censured. 

(9) The encouragement of marriage and procreation, by all 
possibtc means; p m m u igali cm of legislatinn to protect and gtve 
moral support to thc family, and solvo the problem s of marriage. 


1 The ' J perm.iLLed degrees" a re definetl in ICJ/24: 31]; “And say tn ihe betieving 
women thnl t.hcy iowcr their eyos and guard their privnte parts, and dispiay 
not their adomments excepl. for i, hal which i s cxtornnl; nnd Ict them Ih r o w 
their veila over their bnsnms, mirl tet thc m not dispiay their iidurmncnls 
except tf» their husbands, or their futhors, nr their fathcrs - in - inw, or their 
sons 1 or their husbands' scms. nr their brnthers, or i.heir brothers 1 sons, or 
their pisters, or their Histori aons, or Lheir women, or w h a t their right h anda 
posee&s, or Hsidi mim a» allend them Jniving no riesire, or fimatl ebikiren, 
having no knowledgo o f wdiitkhi'h privat u pnrtB-i and 3et them not stzunp their 
feel so thftt what they conceal of their jidomments boenmes kitown, And turn 
to God, all of yon, O hcLievors, and perhaps yuu will prosper. 1 ' The phrasc 
“what their ri^ht handa poasoiss 1 ' refers to slaves, bui whelher only to i'emale 
slaves, or also male slaves and tnmucbs, i s rksputi-i! by thc jurists, The 
phi ase U such men as u u end them havin^ n o deaire* is generalJy taken to 
inean eunuclis. very agod men of yuitil eharaeter, or even simpletona without 
stfKual appetites or experiance. 
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(10) The d 08 u re of morally undesirable ballrooms and dance - 
halia, and the pmhibitimi oT dancing and otlier Ruch pastimes. 

(11) The surveillance of theatres and cinemas, and a rigorous 
sel setia n ofplays and films, 

(12) The cxpu rgation of songs T artd a rigorous selection and 
censorship of them, 

(13) The careful sclcction nflecturcs, songs, and subjects to b<? 
brnadcBSt to Ihe nation; the use of radio broadca&ting lor the 
education of the nation in a virtuous and moral w a y, 

(14) The cnnllseation of provocative storiea and books that 
implant the seeds of skepUcism in an insidinus manner T and 
newspapers which strive ti> diasemi nat e immorality and cap i tali zc 
indecently on histh.il desirea. 

• 15) The supervisi o n of summer vacatinn a ruas so as to do away 
with the Wholesale conTusion and license that n uli i fy the basic 
aims of vacattoning, 

(16) The regulation of business honrs fa r enfes; surveillance of 
the aetivities n f the i r re g ular cllents; instrueting these as to what 
ia in their besL interes!; withdrawal of pormission from cal’es to 
keep such long hours. 

(17) The utilization of these cafes fbr teaching illiterates 
reuding and writing; toivard tilis e n d, the assistanet of the rising 
gen era L ton of elementary Kchooiteachers and sLtidents, 

1 18) A campaign agamsl harmful uistoms, whether economitr, 
moral, or anything tdse; turning the masses away from these and 
orienling the m i n the di re e t ion of ways benefiiinl to the m* o r 
etiueaiing t hem in ei vvay consonant with their bcwt inlert^Es, These 
involve such customs as those to do with wedtlings, funerais, births, 
the ssaiV civil and religious holidays, ete, Let the govemment set a 
good example i n this respecL 

(19) Duc cunsideratmn for the elaims o f the moral consorship, 2 
and punishmenl of all who n re proved to have infringed any Islanrie 


1 Sen- 1 1 1 1 1 Glnssary nf Anihie Term s. 

- hiet! liisha i n the Glossary t>f Ambie T&mie, 
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rioctrine or attacked it, suci; as breaking the fast «f Ramadan, 
willful neglect of prayers, insulting thc faith, ur any sueh act< 

(20) The annexation of the elementary village schools to the 
mosques, and a thoroughgoing reibrm ofbnth, as regards employees, 
cl&anlmess, and overall custodial cure, so that the young may be 
trained in prayer and the older students in learning. 

(211 The designation of religieus instruction as a basi c subjert 
[n a 11 schools, in each according Lo ita type, iis well as in the 
universities. 

(22 ) Active instigatinn to memori™ the Qur’an in a)] Lhe free 
elemen tary schools; making this mernorization mandatory for 
obtaining diplomas in lho arcas of religion and [Arabic] language; 
the stipulation that a portion of it be memorized in every school, 

(23) The prcmulgation n f u firm educalional policy which w i II 
advance and raise the level of education, and will supply it, in all 
its varieties, with conimon goals and purposes; which will bring 
the different. cultures represented i n thc nation closer together, and 
will make thc First stagc o f its prucess onc dedicated Lo LnculcaLiiiy; 
a virtunus, patriotic spirit and an unwavcring moral code, 

i24i The cultivat.ion of the Arabic tanguage a t every stage of 
instruction; the use of Arabic alone, as opposed to any foreign 
language, i n the prima ry stages. 

(25) The cultivalion of Islam i c bistory, and of tbe national 
hietory and national culture, and the bistory of falnmic civilization 

(26) Ccmsideratkm n f ways to arrive gradual !y at a uniform 
mode of dress for the nation, 

(27 1 A n end to the foroign spirit i n our humas with regard to 
Junguage, manners, dress, govorncsses, nurses, etc,; all these to be 
Egyptianized, especially i n upper -cIuhs homes. 

(281 To give joumalism a pro per nricntation, and to cncouragc 
aufhors and wnters to underlake Islam ie, Eaatorn subfects. 

(291 Attention lu bc given to matters of public heallh by 
disseminating health inlbrmation through all media; increasing lhe 
nitmber of hospitals, physicians, and mobile clinics; facilitating the 
m e a n. s of obtaining medical treatmont. 
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(30) Attention to be given to village problema as regards their 
organization, their cieanliness, the purifieation of their wafcer 
supply, and the means to provide them with culture, recreation, 
and training. 

Third: The econmuic; 

(1) The organization of zakat in terms of inenme and ex- 
penditure, according to the teachings of the magnanimons Sanred 
Law; invoking its asrtistance in csrrying out necessary benevolent 
projects, such as hurnes for the aged, the petir, and orphans, and 
strengthening the armed fbrces. 

( 2 ) The prohibition of usury, and the orgajmation of banks with 
this end in view. Let the gavernment provide a good example i n 
this domain by rclinquishing a 11 i n le resi due on its own particular 
undertakings, for inslance i n the loftn - granling banks, industrial 
Joans, etc. 

(3) The encouragement of eeonnmic projects and an incrcase i n 
their number; giving work to unemployed eitizens in them; the 
tranaier of such o f these as are in the hands of fhreigners to the 
purely natdonal sedor. 

(4) The protecUcn of the m as s e s from the oppression o f 
mono poli stic companies; keeping these within strict limits, and 
obtaming every possible benefit for the masses. 

(5J A n improvement in the lot of junior civil servants by raising 
their sa lari es, by granting them steady i n c re as cs and compan- 
sations, and by lowcring the salaries of senior civil servants, 

(6) A reduetion in tho numbor of gnvcrnmertt poats, retaining 
only the indispensable oncs; an equitab]e and scropulous d is- 
tri bution of the work among civil servants. 

(71 The enetuiragement of agriculturaJ and industrial coun seling; 
attention to be paid to raising the produetion level of the pcasenl 
and industrial worker. 

(8j A concem for the technicai and social problems of the 
wnrker; raising his Standard ofliving in numerous respects. 
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(9) The exploitation of natural resourcoti, sudi as uncultivated 
[and,, neglectcd rnines, etc, 

(10) Priority over luxury items to be given to necessary projects 
in terms of organization and executiorL 

This is the message of the Muslim Brotherhood, W e subinit it T 
and place ourselves,. onr talents, and all we po&sess in the hands o f 
any oommittee o r government dcsirous o T Laking a step forward, 
hand in hand with an Islamic nation, toward pvogress and 
advancement. We wilt answer the call, and we are prepared to 
saerifice ou r sel v es, We hope that by so doing we will have fulfilled 
our trust and said nur piece, for religion means sincerity toward 
Allah, His Apostle, His Book, the Imams of the Muslims, and their 
c om mim it y at large. Allah is our suffitiency; He is enough; and 
peace to His chosen worshippers! 


Hasan al-Banna 






ON JIHAD 


In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, 
the Compassionate! 

Praiae he to Allah, the Lord of Ihe Universe, and blessings and 
peace upon our Master Muhammad, Master of' the fighters in 
Allah 's way, Imam of tho pious, and Leader of the glorious i n 
purity, and n pon his House and liis Conipanions, and those who 
fought for his Saered Law, until the Day of Judgment. 

Jihad Is a Religious I>uty Obligatory on Every Muslim 

Allah has imposcd jihad as a rel i gin u s duty o n every Muslim, 
catcgorically and rigorously, from which tbere is noither evasion 
nor escape. Tie has rendered it a supreme objcct of dcsiru, and has 
made tho reward of martyrs and fighters in His way a splendid 
cme, for lle has conjoined with t.hem in their reward only thoae who 
have acted as t.hey did T and have modeled tliemselves u pon the m in 
their performance of jihad. And He has graced them with superior 
quuJilies T both spiritual and practical, in this world and the nexl, 
such as H e has granted to no one else, and He has made their pure 
and guiltless blood the gauge of viotory in this world and the token 
of triumph and felieity in the world to come. He has threatened 
backsliders and slackers with His mosi rrightful punishments, and 
qualified them by the most repellent epithets and invoetives. He 
has reproaehed t for their eowardice and laek of spirit, and 
caatigatcd thcm for their weakneas and truancy* f n this world, H e 
has propared for them a disgraee whieh will nol be lifled unless 
they Lakc pari in jihad; and in the next, n chsstisement they shall 
not escnpe though they possess the equal of Mt Uhud 1 in gold, H« 
regards abstention and evasion of jihad as rme of the major sins, 
and one of the seven mortal sins thaf guarantce annihilation. 


i A mountain near Medina, and theseene nf the .wunnri m^jor ongagameritof the 
Muslims with the pagan Meccana i n 525. It waa a defeaL for the Muslims, but 
ilie Mrccart* infrained fjv>m pursuing Lhpir advantag^ and rctumed Lc» Moccn, 
thereby Lurning vrhat might hnvebeen. ari inrportant victnry tnm i t stalemate. 
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You will not comfi acro&a uny aiicient or modern rogime, whether 
religioas or cWil, concerned with the question af jihad and the 
arnicd forces and the dmfting and mobiMzation of the cntirc 
umma into one phalan* to defend the right with all its strengtb, 
such as you will fmri in the Islam i c religion and its teachings; or in 
the verse of the Noble Qur'an; or in the Traditions of the mighty 
Apostle (May Allah bless and savc him'j, overflowing with all these 
lofty ideals and summomng men, with the most eloquent enpression 
and the clearest exposition, to jihad, to warfare, to the armed 
forees, and to the reinforeement of the means of defense and offense 
of every possible kirtd - on land and on sea. and under all other 
conditions and cireumstances. 

We shall offer you some portion of this matter by way of 
examp]o, rather ihan detail ed and exhaustive coverage, and shaJI 
not prosent. any tjur'anic verses or Traditions accompanied by 
commentary or lengthy glosses. You shall s e e by the purity or its 
language, the clarity of its exposition, the lucidity of its ldeas and 
the foree of its spirituality, how much you may prf>JH through all of Et. 

From the Noble Qur 1 an, the Speech of the Al mighty: 

A Selection tifV^rscs Dcaling with Jihad in Allah's Book 

i 1 > “Fighting is prescribed for you, thougb it be d l- tes La b lu to 
you. Bui it may be that you detest something which is good for you, 
and it may be that you love something which is bad for you, Allah 
knows, and you do not know ,! IQ,2; 216]. 

"Prescribed" nteans “ordered,* as when the Al mighty says: 
“Prescribed for you is the fast/ in the same sura, employing the 
same expression and uaage. 1 

(2) “O ye who believe, be not like those whu disbelieve and say 
to their brethren, when thoy joumcy through the land or take part 


1 liciT eis in a number of Qur\smc eitationtf 3:id hodilh to Joltow. Al-Bimnn’ 
feli i t necessary lu csplnin tnidite or archniu words nikI cipressionti to hiu 
ruutlers, mosi, o f w bom were not classically cducatecl membera of the clcrical 
group. 1 have t.nert, ns he has, t.ti auggest this L>y usinis worda and expft!ft£i(jna 
]icflecting aomewhat differunl levols of leartiing, llioogh nol nlwnys with 
equfd sneecss. 
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m military oKpeditions: l If they had stayed with us P they would 
neither have died nur been siam,' - so that Allah may maka this an 
afTtiction. in their hearts. For Allah dispenses both life and death, 
and Allah is well aware of what you do. For if you are slain in 
A! lab 's way. or die, fbrgiveness from Allah and merey are betlcr 
than what you airtass. And surely i f you die, or are slain, it ia unto 
Allah that you shaU be gathered” 1Q 3: 156-1581 

The meaning of “journey through the land” is “they went out 
into it, waging jihad”; and “in military expeditions” means “as 
flghters for the faith , waging war." 

Notice how “forgiveness” and "mercy” are associated with slaying 
and dcuth i n Allah's way in Ihc firsl verse. and how the second 
verse is dcvoid ofthis association. because it is devoid of the idea of 
jihad, In this verse, there is an intimation nfthe fact that oowardice 
is one of the characteristic moral t.raits of unholievers, bui not of 
believers. And notice how the [order of the words in thel verse has 
been inverted, 1 

(3) “Do not reekon tliose who have been slain i n All ah 's way as 
dead. Nay,rather they are alive with their Lord„ granted sustenance, 
gladdened by the bounty Allah has given them, and rejoicing for 
those who have not yct joined them and re m ain behind, i n that no 
fear shall be upon thom, nor shall they grieve” [Q.3: 169-751. RcFer 
to the remaining verses in the Book, 2 

(4) “Sa let thoae fight i n the way of Allah who sel t the Life of 
this world for the ncxt p and h o who fights in Allan’s way and i s 
slain or overcome, We s ha U provide h i m with a mighty wage” [Q,4: 
74]. Q 4 P the verses begirming from 71 to 78. 

Refer to those verses i n the N obi e FSook, so that you may see 
how Allah urgen the Mualims to exercise cautlon and tc acquire 
experience in warfavc, in armies and troops. or as individuals p as 


1 Al-hanna h s tioce liom v tenis a little garbled. ■'F'o]■f;ive^e, 1 jS ^, And “itusrcy'* artr 
Associated wjLh jihad in the second. tidL the first vtirse. It is al«o the third 
verse whicli is dcvoid of this AGAOCiatiore renwkan Lhc inversion ofword 
- order in the third verse evidcintlv has ta du with lhc words “‘slain ’ and “d k?,'' 

- AI1 that are quoted here are Q.3: lfiH-70. 


155 



ctrcumstanees a m y dictate. And how He upbraidg the slackers T 
cowands, truants, anti opportumsts, and how He arousos aur zua] 
to protect Ihe weak and secure the wronged, and how He coryoins 
warfare with prayer and fasting, showing elearly that i t, h ke thesn 
twn, ia one of the Pil lars of Islam. Then how He refiites the 
specious argmnents of the waverers, and encourages the fearful to 
the untmost degree to plungo into the uproar of hattle and to face 
death unflinchingly and bruvcly, ahowing them that death must 
overtake them i n any cvcnt, and that if they dic waging jihad, 
thcy will rcccivc the must magnificcnt recompense for the i r lives, 
and that they ^shall not he wronged t.n the extent of a, single date- 
fiber" [Q.4: 741 or the i r contribution or sacrifice. 

{51 The “Sura of the Spoils" IQ,8| is i n its enlirely an exhortation 
Lo tombak and a behest to re main sleadfast Iwhile engagedj i n it, 
as well as a etear pnesentation of many of its ru]es. It is Ibr this 
reasnn that the First Muslims {May Al lab ’s grace b e u pon them!) 
adopted it as a militnry ant.hem which they woukl chant whenever 
their apprehensions mounted and the battie grevv grirn, BufFice i t 
Lo quote what Allah (Blcssed and Almighty i w He!) says: “And 
pvepare against thern such foree and troope oT horses as you can, 
by which to frighten the enemies of' Allah and your enemiea" [Q.R: 
60 h u p to H i s word s (Almighty is He!): “O Prophet, rouse the 
believers to Jight! If' Lhere are of you Lwenty steadfast men, they 
wjll overcome two hundred; i T the re are a hundred of you, they will 
overcomc a lhousand oF the unbelievers, for they ave a people who 
have no under s tanding* [Q.B: 65], 

{61 The “Sura of Repentance 1T [Q.9| kio is i n its entirety a n 
eshnvtatinn to rambat and a eloar presontation of its mles, Suffice 
to quote what Allah sBlessed and AJmighty is Hel) says conceming 
warfare agninst perfidious polytheists: “Fight them, and Allah will 
pun j s h them through your hands and humiliate them, and He will 
grant you vietory over them. and heal the breasts of a believing 
people, and He will take away the wrath within the i r hearts, 
for Allah turns toward who m Tle will. Allah i s Knowing, Wiae" 
IQ,9: 14-15!, 

And H i s. word s (Blessed and Almighty is Hel) conrcming 
figh ting with People o f the Book: “Fiyhl Lhoso who beliove not i n 
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Allah nor in the Last Day, and who do noL forbid what Allah and 
His Apnstle have fbrbiddeii, or folio w thc religi on of truth, being o f 
those who were sent the Book, until they runder tribute [jissyaj (j ut 
□f their hands, humbling themselves" |Q,9: 291, Then the procla- 
mation of the general musler in ringing and resounding verses, 
ending with His words (Almighty is He3)i “March forth, and 
hesvy f and strivc with you r wealth and y o u r person s in Allah's 
way! That i s the best for you, t f yon have knowledge” fQ.9: 41). 
Then co m es resnundinp; disparagement of the attitu.de adopted hy 
cowardly, despicable slackcrs, and their perpetual deprivatinn of 
the honor of jihad t in l-lis wnrds (Alrnighty eh ITeH: ‘‘Those who 
were left behind rejoiced i n remaining behtnd the Apostle of Allnh T 
and hated to strive with their wealth and ihcir persons in Allah's 
way, They said; 'Do not: march forth i n thc heat!' Sayi The Fire of 
Jahannam i s more vehemently hot, i f they bu t knuwT S o let lho m 
laugh n httle, and let the m wcep mudi ns a rcward for what they 
were eaming. Then if Allah b ring thee back to n partv of theni t and 
they ask thy permission to gn forth, say: "You shall nover go forth 
with me, nur sholl you ever fight an oiiemy with mc, You were 
pleased to re m ain inactive the first Lime T so re main inactive with 
those who stay behind." |Q.9; 61-83), 

Then follows commendation o f the attil.ude of those who wage 
jihad, a t their head being their Mobld Master (May Allah bloss 
and save him!), and the dedaration thal this w as bis immaculate 
mission and the Sunna of his lortunate and gloricjus Companions, 
as He, the Alnhghty* says: “Bu t thc Apostle, and those who believe 
with him, have striven wil.ii thdr wealth and their persons, and 
those - for thein the re a re good fhings: thuse - they are Lhe 
prosperous. Allah has prepared for Ihcm gardu ns beneath which 
rivers Flmv, they remaining t heroin fbrever. That is the mighty 
victoiy" [Q.9; 88- 89|. 

Then follows an oath of nilogiance, all-embraemg and al lo w i ng 
of no eaeeption, which prucludcs any l i xcuso for those who would 
exempt themselves, in His words < Almighty is HdH: “Surely Allah 
has bought from the believors their per&uns and their wealth, i n 
that Paradise i s iheirss: they fight in Allahs way and they slay and 
aro slain, as a promise Lruly binding u pon Him i n t.he Toreh, the 
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Gospel and the Qur*an. And who is more faithful i n Tulfllling his 
covenant than Alluh? Therefone rejoice in the bargain you have 
concluded with Him; for that is the mighty vicbory** IQ.9: 111]. 

(7) The “Sura of Combat” [Q.47l. 1 Just consider how an entire 
aura has been n&med the “Sura of Combat" in the Wise Bon k of 
Allah - and t hal the foimdation of the military spirit consists, 
aa l.hey say, of two factors: obodience and discipline. Allah has 
summarized t his foimdation in two verses in His Book r As regards 
obedienco, it appears in this sura where He, Lhe A! mighty, says: 
“Those who believe fiay: *Why has not a aura been sisnt down? And 
when a precisely worded sura is sen t down and fighting i s 
mentioned in il p thou seest those in whose hcarts there is sickness 
looking at thee witii the loak of one who swoons through death, 
More fttting for them a re obedicncc and civi S speeeh. .And wben the 
matter is resolved, if they behaved truthfully with Allah, it wculd 
be better fbr them 11 |Q,47: 20-21], As for distipline, i t appears i n the 
“Sura of the Ranks" fQ. 611, where He, the Almighty, saya: “Truly 
Allah loves those who fight in Hi.s way in ranks, as if they wert* n 
solidly constructed building" [Q.61: 4|. 

f 8) The “Sura of Victory" (Q.4Hj is also dedicated i n its entirety 
to one of the military campaigns of the A pos t] e of Allah (May Allah 
bless and save him!), and to the eutngy of a radian t occasion drawn 
from the many occasions of the august EApostolicl jihad, which 
tooii place under the shadow of the Biessed Tree* where an oath of 
allcgiance unto steadl’astriess and dealh was Laken, and which bore 


1 The ,J Stira of Muhammad" is a mosnj common name ia r ibis cliapter. 
f A referen ce of the oath of allegiance lu Muhammad by lhe Muslim* in 

(J28, d uring; thu nepotiutions butween the Pnophet and tJiL 1 pagans of Mecca a t 
Al-Hudaybiya, n site on the edgeoflhe haram, or saered lenitory ol'Mecca. 
He had come to mako the umra, or Lesser Pilgrimage, wilh abonpt 1,500 
Muslims frwn Medina. bot was met by a ibree of Meccana who bamed his 
way. The actual ulipulalions of the oath ibay’n), which was admini&tared 
under u lrce, remmu otuicunc h not all accoantf agreeing with Kawini al-Banna's 
version, The Treaty of Al'Hudaybiya, «metuded with the payans, dedareri u 
icn-year truoo belween Meuca and the Muslims, and oliowed lhe Muslim s t« 
comc aw pilgrims to M«ccn in future yettra. 8ee W. Montgoiuery Walt. 
IVIiihumniad at Mcdina, [Oxford: The CLarendon Prens r 195^11. pp. 4fi-&!2. 
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the fruit nfTranguility 1 and vlctary* This is what Hu, the Almiglity, 
,says: "Allah w as pleased with the beliEvers when thcy swore 
allegiance to thee under the Tree, tbr He kncw what was in their 
heartSp and He seni down Tranquility upon the m, and rewnrded 
Lhem with a specdy victory and plentiful spoil which they could 
seize. Allah is always August, Wise ,f [Q.48: lfi-19]. 

These, Brother u re somc of' the places in which menlion ia 
made of jihad and its virtue set plainly farth; and where the 
believors are urged t» wage it, and thoae whn do so are givun lho 
good tldings of' the magnificent reward and the fair tocompense 
granted therefore. The Book of Allah is fiil e d with exampJea Itke 
these, and if you leaf through it and take heed of what appears in 
it nn this subjoet, you will behold a wonder of wonders and you will 
he astounded at the negligence ofthe Muslimg in taking advantage 
of thia reward. 

NexL will come somu noble Fruphetic Traditions on this matter. 

A Sampling of Frophetic Traditions on Jihad 

(1) On the authority of Abu Haravra^ (May Allah bc pleased 
with himJ) T who said: "I heard the Prophct (May God bless and 
save him!) say: 'By Him who has my soli! within His }|;md, if it wero 
not for some men of' the believurs who arc not ploused to remain 
behind mu -even when I can iind nothing on which to mount lho m - 
I would not be absen t from any military expeditions in Ali ah ’s way. 
And b y Him who has my soul in His Hynd T I would like to be slain 
in Allah r s way, then live again, then be siam.’" Traitfimitted by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim. 1 


1 Tnincudlit-y" nr “s'iHffurnru’ri* Ls tliC fc ujiual Mnfdiin iintler^UmrlinK lpJ' ihft 1-Hrtti 
m ll 10 Qur’an, though itis iji uli tikclihood a hurniwing from the 
Habrew ''Sholthinsih,” Kipnifymp L h e divine presenet! of the Lord. 
a ‘Abd u [-Rahman b. Sakhr al-Dawsi (602 - G70), called H Abu Hurayra" bc-caust» 
of b preeiimcd fnndnw fnr cats. He wns converted to Islam i n G2D, and berame 
a closo Companion of the Frophef. Is i s H£«id t hal 5, 1171 Traditions art> tmcod 
back in him, :i figuri;! gnifiter thcin Lliat nltribuUid t.n any oth&r Conipaniun. 

:r Muslim b. aMlujjfij (620-875). i\n imlstanding oolloctor of hudith and the 
author ol Al-Stiliih, rr^urded as the aecond mu^t nuthoritativc collcction= 
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(2) On Ihe authority of Abu Hurayra (May Allah be pleased with 
him!): "The Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and save himi) said: 
‘By Him who has m y soul within His Hand, n o nne i s vulnerated in 
Allah 's way ■ and Allah knows best who is vulnerated in His way - 
bui; that he comes on the Day of Resurrection, the coior being the 
color of hlood, and the scent being Ihe sccnt of musk." 1 

"vulnerate” = “wmmd,” and “hc is vulncraled” 

- *he is wounded” 

(3) On Lhe authority of A nas 2 (May Allah be pleased with him!), 
who said: *My patemal uncle Anas b, al-Nadir was absent frum the 
Battle ofBadr, and he said: 'O Apostte of Allah, I was absont froni 
the f'irst batLle in whidi you fbught the polytheists. if' Allah calis m e 
to wilness a battle with the polytheists, He shaJI sureJy see what I 
can do!' And when the Day of Ubud arrived, and the MusJims were 
put to flight, he said: H My Allah, l ask pardon of Thee for what 
these (meaning his companions) huve done, and 1 absolve myself 
before Thee of what those (meaning the polytheists) have done!’ 
Then h e pressed forward, was accosted by Sa’d b, Mu’adh, 8 and 
said: ‘O sa'd b, Mu f adh f Paradise and the hord of Al-Nadr! T smcll 
its seent from beiow Uhud!' Sa'd said: ‘O Apostle of Allah, I was 
unable to do what he did." 1 Anas said: “We found him with some 
eighty - odd sword euts, or spe&r - thrusta, or wounds mnde by 


=after the idcntically named Sahih of Al-Bukhari. The Lwo works ;ire often 
citcd together as Al-Sahihan, 'The Two Sahihs,” and the Uvo authare rts Al- 
Shaykhan, H The Two Shaykhs.” 

1 So in the 8ahih of Al-Bukhari. PrtMmftbly thu "colof auri "scenL" refer tn 
the wmmd, b ii L the cruistruclion ia as vaguc i n the Arnbic as i n the Enghsh 
translation. 

1 Aras b. Malik (612-71 i? J, a Medimse convtrl tn Islam from the tribe ofkhairaj H 
anti a clase Trienc! nnd sorvent of the Pmphet. A pnihik trniismittorof hadith, 

3 Su’d Ij. Mu'utlh i?-627j, m leador uf the Mcdinese tribe o C Aws, nnd a foremosl 
figluor for the faitli. He was mortally wounded ul the Baltle of the Trench i n 
627, the third m n for engagement with the Meecans, when the pagan army 
nnsucccssliily besieged Medina. As hc luy dying, the Pmphet allowcid him to 
decide the Fale of the Jevvs af I3imu Qumyza, who were suspected or accused 
of seeretly negetiating with the eneiny. Hc deereed tliat all adult mnles b(i 
exeeutedp : s c 1 1 1 the women and ehildren sold mto slavery, which jurlgcinent 
wjt£ cprrted rmt, 
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arruws, and we fbund that he had been killed rmd that. the 
polytheists had mutilated him, No one recognized him but his 
si.stcr h and Ihut by his fingcrsf 5 Anas said: “Wg used to think, or 
supposu, that this verse came down concerning him and h L ^ likes: 
*Of the believers arc men who w ere gincere in their covenant with 
Allah... 1 up to the end ofthe verse” IQ.33: 231. Transmitted by Ah 
BukharL 

(4) On the authoriLy ofUmm Haritha ibn Suraqa; namely, that 
she went to the Prophet (May Allah bless and savc him f J, and said: 
“O Prophet of Allah, will you net tell me of Haritha?” - now a stray 
(or urtidentified) arrow had struck him before Llie I>ay of LJadr - 
“Kor ifhe is in Paradise* I will bear fhis loss] patiently. But if he is 
not there* J shall give myself over to weeping for him.” He said: 
“O inother of Haritha, there are Paradises witliin Paradise* and 
your son has attaincd the mnst esalted Firdaws.” 1 published by Al- 
Bukh ari, 

h a stray (nr umdentified) arrow" = one whose shooter is itn- 
known. “I ahall givc myself ovcr to weeping for him" = f shall weep 
bittcrly, 

Just see, Bnother, how Paradise made them forget their cargs 
and misfortunes, and enabled them to support advcrsitics. 

(5) On the authority of *Abd Allah b. Abi Awfa (May Allah be 
pleased with him!): “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah ble.ss and 
save him!) said: ‘know ye that Paradise lies in the s had o w of the 
swords.™ Published by the Two Shaykhs and Abu Da’ud. s 

(6) On the authority of Zayd b. Khalid al-Juhani (May God be 
pleased with him!): “The Apostle of Allah (May God bleas and save 


1 A term for l’anulisv of Pensiun ari gin which rame intu Arabic probably via 
Syriac. The wigmu i nMnirlg is “gurita n,* liku i Ih Arabic synonym “A Wan naf 
ih u umutl expnensiun tar Piiniciiae in the tjur + an. FirdawB is regaribd by 
Muslim Uicdogiana w r varjously, a spocial pnrtion nr level of Al-Jamna, n 
gardu ri witbin it. or the talliifsl stiige of Paradise. 

3 Abui BaVcl Sulaymnn b- nJ-Ash'nfh n f&mous coltactor of hndilh 

nnrL auLhor or At-Simun, one a C the mosi lu^Jily cstcemeiJ collcclians n f 
Sumniit! Trartltionu. 


161 


[ UJ! *j. 1 * * J ’l®* I 



him!) said: ’He who otitfits a warrior in thc way of Allah Almighty 
has himsclf gone on campaign; and he who h as supported a warrior 
li-e,, familyt in Allah T s way through an aet of benevolence, has 
himself gone on campaign."* Transmitted by AI-Bukhari* Muslim, 
Abu Da'ud and AJ-Tirmidhi. 1 

Thal is to say: “he obtains the reward for it-” 

(7) On the authority of Abu Hurayra fMay Atl&h bo pleascd 
with himJb who said: “The Aposllc of Allah (May Allah b les s and 
savc him!) said: ’He who makes Lhe enclowment cf a horse in 
Alhth's way out of faith in Allah and belief in His promise [will 
findj thc amount of Fndder required to feed it, thc amount of water 
rctpiired to water it, and i Ls dung plaeed in his balance on the Day 
of ResurreetionT Transmitted by AI-Bukhari. 

[And like thc horsc, all paraphemalia Igiven] i n thc way of Al i ah. J 

(fi) On the authority of Abu Hurayra (May Allah be pleased 
with him!). Some said: N 0 Apostle of Allah, what is equal [in meritl 
to the jihad in Allah's way?* 1 H& said; “You cannot do it." But they 
brought up the same thing before him two or three times more, 
and he said: “Yon cannot do it. h Then hc said: “The equal of the 
fighter in Allah’s way is he who fasis 9 tanding and rcciting Allah’s 
verses, without intermptmg his fast or his prayers, until the fighter 
in Allah ’a way retumsT In thc Six Books* exccpt for [that of) 
Abu Dahid. 

(9)Qn the authority of Abu Sa J id nl-khudri (May Allah he 
pleased wElh him!.), who said: “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah 
biasa and sove him!) said: ‘Shall 1 Le]] you who is Lhc bost of men 


1 Muhammad b. 'Isa aJ-Timtidhi {824-832), one of the greateiFi critaetors of 
hadith, author of the Famous coli net ion Al-tlami jil-Knbjr T and a .Hiudent or 
AI-Bukhari, 

a Tho Six (Al -kutub nl-sitla} sre lhc *ix canonical hudith collcclions or 
Stinnite Islam. They comprise the Sah i b s tif Al-Bukhan and Mualim, Ihe 
Sunan of Abu Da T ud r lhc Jami of Al-Tirmidhi, the Sunim of Ih n Majo, and 
thc Sunan of Al-Nasa’i. Tiiere wrc olher coliect.i-nns, even highly rcspcctcd 
rmes, madu before, d uring and aflcr the pcriod covored by the Si* Elooks 
ininth to early ion t h eentury), bu L nun b of thesc has nifumjgcd t» atlam the 
rnnk and authority of this group. 


1G2 



and who is the worst? Among the best of raen i b he who toils in 
Allah’s way om the back of bis horsc or camcl, or on fool, untit death 
comes to him, And among the worst of men ia he who reads the 
B oo k o f Allah Almighty, and remains unregenerate * Transmitted 
by Al*Nasa T i . 1 2 3 4 

“he remains unregenerate” = he does not chock himself, nor 
does he admonish and reprove himself 

(10) O n Ihe authority of Ibn ‘Abbas* (May Allah be pleased with 
him!), who saidr “I hcard the Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and 
save him1) say: There are two eyes which the Fire shall not toueh: 
the eye which wepl fbr fear of Aliah, and the eye which passcd the 
nighl on gnard in the way of Allah Almighty.” From AI-TirmidhL 

(11) On the authority of Abu 'Umayra (May Allah be plcased 
with him!) who said: “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah biess and 
save him!) said: That [ be slain in Allah way is morc pleasing to 
me than all “the people of clay and hair” come over to me," 
Publisher! by Al-Nasa’i. 

(12) On the authority of Rashid b. Sa'd (May Allah be pleased 
with h t m f), on the authority of one of the Companions, t ha t a man 
said: ji "O Aposlle of Allah, how is it that the believers will be put tn 
the teflt in their graves, except for the martyr?”' 1 And h e said: 


1 Ahruad b. H AEi al-Nasa'i (830-31 5 une t»f Lhe grentest coElectors of Frophetic 
haclith and author of Al-Sunjiri ahKubra» See n. 10, 

2 'Aliri Allah h. 'Abbos h. ‘Ahd nPMuttalib (619-687)., a younger tousin of tht 
Prophel. nnd n higliEy respectcd transmitter of hadith, allhough lie was only 
thirtcen ycars old when the Prophot dicd. It Is said that h e w as a profbund 
sebola r, wetl vcrscd i n Qur’an interprctaUfm, ancient Arabian history and 
genealngics, and Arah! c poctry, as well as i n Tradilions. 

3 A hadilh siich as Uiis, with, an isnad containing a vague i'efercncc to nn 
unnamd Cnmpnnion, and rustingon the ultunate testunoniaJ ofan anonyinous 
“man," would norma I Ly be regard^d as cxtremoly weak and d u bioUR, 

4 TIk- ifi part o f the csperitinct of (he soul of the newlv riead in the gravo. 

Tt is first intentigotcd n s to its crcnd and its record of good works 'm Ih La 
world. T f the souJ belongo tn a pious Muslim, it ia assured of Pamdise, and 
«rngratulatcd. ff it is that of an unheliever, hypoorit*, or unrepontanl sidner^ 
two hlne-eyed, black -(aoed iingela named Munkar nnd Nnkir intiicTogatn il., 
aiut on (indang iiij rtrswers inade^uato, beat it with imn rods. This hclirf 
rcsts on vcty uncartain tjnr’ania nuIhenLirnlion, ^nil doubtleas rupreaonts= 
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“The gli Haring hf swords over his head i, s test enough for him!" 
Published hy Al-Nwta'i, 

This is one of the s pedal distinctums o r the martyr in batlle, 
and just how many such distinctions thore a re will come out i n 
what fcllows. Now listcn! 

f 18) On Lhe authority ryf Abu Hurayra (May Allah be pleased 
with him!): The Apostle of Allah {May Allah blesfi and save him! J 
said: 'The martyr ieels nnlhing more from thc aling of slaughtrr 
than any one u f ynu fbels from the sling d l' a gnat," 11 ITransmitted 
byl AUTirmidhi, Al-Nasa f i and Al -Dari m i. [ Al-Tirmidhi dcsigmites 
it as acceptahlc, though resting sdeiy t>n the authority of nne 
Companiun. 

This is another distinguishingcharacteristic of the martyr. 

(141 On the authority of i bn Mas'ud” {May Allah be pleascd with 
him!), who said; “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and save 
him!) said: "O u r Lwd (Blessed and Almighty in He!) is pieased with 
u mau cLinipui giling iu AllalTs way, who, when his companions are 
rlrivun bauk, rind knowing what the odds are„ nevertheless relurns 
I Ln thc attuckl uni i I his blood i? nutpoured, Tlien Allah says to ihc 
Eingels: u See how Mi 7 servant returned |to the attackl oul of his 
desire fbr thal which is of M e [as reward], and his apprehension 
of t liat which is from Me las punishment], until his biood was 
nutpoured. I coli o n you to wiwess t liat I have fhrgiven him,” 


~nncic j nt fblk - l-mdilion whicli Islam was unuble Lu eradkaile,, and lhertifur( j 
nbsnrbed. For numenous variataons on (.his lheim\ «ee Arthur -IcfTnry. A 
Rcailcr on Islmn, p p, ‘JOS-'JIS, 

1 'Abd Aliah b. Abd nl-lkhman ul-Drtrimi H 7SJ7-B6H l, author t>f a nilk-t-Liim of 
hadilli. Al- Jam i', which ih hcld to be thc mnsi atilhuriiHlive rollcction ftfh'r 
thc Six BofikM. ]tK imporlatice lics niainly in ihc legal sphere. 

s Abd Allah b. Mas'ud i"?*G53j, onr- nf the grealer Companions, and ari ultra - 
pinus devotoc aml atid e U i’- He was a clasL- friend nnd ^orvaaL of the Prciphet. 
and one of thc uurliest cmivertfl to Islam in Med’ia. His personal copv oFthe 
(iuran tonlained inkireaUny vurinnr.H from i.hr 'l.ithmnuit! raceivod Ldkl, jikI 
it is anid that he w;ik buaten by order of ‘I Jtlimiin for not nurrendering his 
recension at I.hr tirnc the odicial lext. wan pubiished. [[o ia n]i ofton qimtcd 
Lranemil.LOr oChaditli. 
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“npprehension” = fear, and “hid blood w as outpoured" = his 
blood flowod. 

(15) On the authnrity of H Abd al-Khayr b. Thabit b. Qays b. 
Shammas, on the authority nf bis father, tm the authority of' his 
grandfather, who said: H A w aman cam e to the Apostle of Allah (May 
Allah bless and save him!) named Umm Khallad, wearing a veil T in 
order (.0 ask him about a son ofhars who had been s la i n i n the vvay 
of Allah Almighty, One of hta Companions said to her: "Tlavc yon 
come to ask about you son, wearing a vetl?’ Bhe said: l IH have been 
bereft of my snn, I shall not be bereft. n f my mndestyf The Prophet 
of Allah (May Allah bloas and save him!) said to her 'You r snn has 
the rcw&rd of twn miirl.yrs.' Shr s&id: 'Why? He said: 'Because he 
w as killed by People of the Bonk^ Published hy Abu Da'ud. 

lC I am bereft of my son” = I have lost hijn and I am atTHeted 
becausc of him. 

In Ihis Tradition, thorc is a clear indication of the obligation to 
light the Feople o T t.he Book, and of the fact E.hat. Allah doubles the 
reward of those who fight thom. J t had i s not against polytheists 
alnne, but against all who do nnl. embrace Islam. 

f 16) On the authority of Sahi b. Hun&yf (May Allah be pleased 
with him!): “The Apesi Ic oT Allah 'May Allah bless and save him!) 
said: l He who asks Allah Almighty for martyrdom with smcerity, 
wjli he brought hy Allah to the nian si ons of the martyrs, though h e 
die i n his hed f" Publtshed m the Five Beoks, bui not by AJ-Bukhari, 

(17) O n the authority of Khuraym b. Kati k, who said: “The 
Apostle of Allah {May Allah bless and save him!) said: 'Hc who 
expends a s u m i n the way of Allah Almighty will have i t accredited 
to his actount seven humlreclfhld.'" Transmitted by Al-Tirmidhi, 
who designated i t acceptable, and also by Al-Masa’i. 

(18) On the authority of' Abu Hurayra (May Allah be plcased 
with !iirn!K who said: "One of the Compamons of the Apostle of 
Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) passcd by a ravine i n which 
there was a small fount of l'resh water, He was greatly plcased by 
this r and said to himself: ‘What ifl were to withdraw Irom mankind 
and live in this ravine?’ He mentiuncd Lhis to the Apostle of Allah 
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tMay Allah bleas and save him!), who said: ‘Don’t dn it[ When one 
of you takes his place in Allah's way, it is more excellenfc than if he 
prayed in bis house for seventy years. Do you not wish that Allah 
forgive you and bring ynu into Partidise? Campaign m God's way: 
he who fights i n Allah ’h way mounted on a camel rnust ne-ce&sarily 
enter Paradise^ Transmitted by At-Tirmidhi. 

“a amali fount” = a amali spring with plentifti] watcr, 

1 19) On the authority of Al-Miqdam b, Ma’dikarib, who said: 
"The Apostle o f Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) said: 'The 
martyr possesses aix distinctions with respect to Allah: hc is 
forgiven, firet o f all; h o i s shown bis plaee i n Paradise; he ia seeure 
from the supreme Loitot [of judgmontj; thc crown o f dignity i s 
plaeed on h La hoad, a. ainglo ruby of which ia more precioua Lhan 
the entire wurld and all i t contains; b e Ih wedded to seventy - two 
of the w ide - eyed houris; and h o may intercede for seventy of bis 
relatives.’” Transmitted by Al-Tirmidhi and Ibn M&jaA 

(20) Oii thc au thority of Abu Hurayra (May Allah Almighty be 
pleased with himf), who said: “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah 
bless and save hiral) said: 'He who meets Allah with no Lraee of 
jihad on him will mect Allah with a flaw in him.*” Transmitted by 
Al-Tirmidhi tmd Ibn Maja, 

(21) On t b u authority ofAnas (May Allah be pleased with him!), 
who said: The Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) 
said: ’He who seeks martyrdom sincerely will be granted i t* though 
it never touch himf" Transmitted by Muslim, 

(22) O n the authority of Uthman^ of the Prophet (May Allah 
bless with him! )„ o n Lhe authority of 1 he Prophet (May Allah bless 


1 Mtilwmmad h. Maja nuiheir of Al-Siman, one oflhe Six Books Sm 

n. 1S. 

s The third of Lhe OrthoduK Caliphs, nnd an early Moccan convert to Islam 
(£77-058). He wns twiec son-in la w to thr: Propjhet. irLfjnrymg two of the J filter^ 
daughtera, Uuqayya and Umm Kultum. it was diiring his reign £844-658) 
that the definilive and euthoritative text of the Qur l nn was established and 
promulgatcd throughniit tlio Islami c domain. Aeeusorl of nepotiam and 
favantism, he was bea i e go d in his uataco in Mcdina by H largo ns'iuy ni’ 
niideon tenis from Iraq and and linally assas&inated. 
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and save him!), who said: ri He who bivou&cs for one night in the 
w ay uf Allah (Gtorioua and Almighty is He!) will be credited with a 
thousand nighta af fasting and s tanding [in prayerh "Transmitted 
by Tbn Maja. 

(23) On the authority of Abu ‘al-Darda* 1 (May Allah be pleased 
with him!]: “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) 
said: ‘A campaign by sea is the cquivalent of ten campaigns by 
land: he who is tossed about at sea is Hke one who wallows in his 
blood in the way or Allah (G-lorious is He’)’ Transmiltcd by Tbn Maja. 

a he is tossed aboul" ~ the ship veers and trembles and rocks 
under him, 

ln Lhis Tradition, there is an allusion to a sca campaign, and 
the attention of' the umma ia drawn to the fact that it must take 
care to protect its coastline and strengthen its fleet, This applies 
by analogy to the air as well, and Allah will redouble manv timas 
over the reward of thoae who campaign by air in His way. 

(24) On the authority of Jabir b. Abd Allah (May Allah Almighty 
be pleased with himt), 2 who said: “When Abd Allah b. 'Amr b. 
Haram 3 w as siam o n the Day ofUhud, the Apostle of Allah (May 
Allah bless and save him!) said: 'O Jabir t shall I tell you what 
Allah (August and Majestic is He!) aaid to your father? I said: ‘Yea 
indeedf He said: 'Allah speaks to no save from behind a vetl, bui 
Ue spoke to your father fact to face, saylng: “O My servant, as k o f 
Me what thou wilt, and it shall be granted” He said: “O Lord f 
grant me life, that I may be s lain for Thee for a second timeH H e 


1 Abu TDarda' ‘Uwaymir b, Malik (7-S52), a Medinese eonvert to Islam from the 
tribe of khairej, He w a m equally famout as a warrior and as a loarni'd pietiat 
and aacetiCj and was one of thnfle whn hnd nMiMnzed llic entire Qnr J an 
durinj; Lhe Pwph&L’s Aj>os1nOlate. 

'* A Medinese convert to islam from the tiibe ciPKlMursJ < 607^697^ and m prnlific 
trunsmitter of hadith. 

3 An earJy Modincse convert to Islam from the trihe of Khasraj (7-6261, and lmh- 
the twulw tribal tcadcrs Tnom Mcdina who toDk the Second Oath of l Aqaba 
bofore the Prophet in G2£L shartly before ibe Eniigration of the Mus lima to 
Medtna, ln which tho.v bound themseives to figiil. for Muhammad and the 
faitli iii.ni all contcndoTB, 
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said: “Bu t I have already deereed that *they s hal t not return unto 
it. n " IIc said: “O Lord t let them knnw who are [leftl behind me” So 
Cod (August and Majestic is He!) sent down this verse: “Do not 
rockon those who have heen slain in Allah 's way as dead„.” And ao 
on u p to the and of the verse” [Q.3: 1691, Transmitted by Ibn Majn. 

(25) O n lho authority of Anas, cm the authority of his father 
(May Allah be pleased with them!), on the authority of the Prophel 
(May Allah bless and save himt) T who said: “That I accompany a 
fighter in Allah’s way and bestead him on his journey, departing or 
reverting, is more pteasing to me than this world and what i t 
contains.” Transmitted by Ibn Maja. 

“to bestead him on his journey" = to help him on it, 

“departing" = setting out in the morning. 

“reverting” = Corning back i n the everting. 

(26) On the authority of Abu Hurayra, who said: f The Apostle 
of Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) said: 'Allah has sent forth 
three: the campaigncr, the pilgriiri! and the visitant to Lhe ka*ba,”* 
Transmitted by Mualim. 

(27) On fhc authority of AbuH-Darda’, who said: “The Apostle of 
Allah (May Allah bless and save him!) said: 'The marfyr w s II 
intercede on behalf of sevenly ol' the people ol' his house.” 
Transmitted by Abu Da’ud. 

(28) On the authority of Abd Allah b. TJrnar, who said: “The 
Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and save him! J said: ‘Ifyon t radio 
i n commodities o n credit, and i f you grasp the tnils o f cuttle, and o f 
you are content to sow [fields], and if you abandon jihad, Allah 
will casi upon you a humilialion which Iie will nol lift from you 
unlil you return to your religion.’" Transmitted by VYhmad b. 
Hunbal and ‘Abu Da’ud, and attestsd as to its authenticily by Al- 
Hakim InbNaysaburi], 

(29) On the authority of Abu Hurayra (May Allah be plcased 
with him!), who said: “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and 
save him!) and his Compankms set out in a hurry so that they 


1 A poasible referen ct. tlwugh n n a rlireet. quotatioTi , of Q. 36:31 anrl 45). 
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reached Badr alicad o f the polytheistsi- The polyLheiats arrived, 
and the Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and savc him!) said: 
Torward to Paradise, whose width embraees the heavens and the 
earthf *Umayr b. al-Humam said: ‘Hurrah! 1 The Apostlc of Allah 
(May Allah bJess and save him!) said: "What impels yon to say 
“Hurrah! huirah”” Hc said: ‘Nothing, O Apostlc of Allah, except 
the hope that 1 may be onc of its peoplc.’ Hc said: ‘You arc indecd 
one of its people,” 1 Hc (Abu Hurayra) said; “And hc [Umaytl tooh 
cut some datcs from his quivcr and boga n eating t hem, Then he 
said: Tf I live long enuugh to cat fail] my datcs, m y Hfe will indeed 
he a long nnef So he flung away the remainmg dates, and fought 
the m until hc was s lain,'’ Transmittcd by Muslim, 

(30) On the authority of Abu ‘Imran, who said: (l We were at the 
city of Rum [Conatantinoplel, and they sentout a m ighty column of 
Byzantincs against u s . A like number of Muslims, and even more, 
came out against the m. TJqba b. Amir 1 3 * was at the hcad of the 
Egyptians, and fadala b. Ubayd 5 * a t the head of the entire foree. 
One of the Muslims attacked the Byzantine column unti! he broke 
into i t. The mon shouted and said: ‘Glory bc to Allah! He has cast 
himseJf into anmhilationf But Abu Ayyub al-Ansarr'* rose and said: 
‘lVlen r you intorpert this verso in this maziuer» but it was sent down 
conccming unly us, the band of the Anyar. When Allah made Islam 
powerful and its defender* grew uumerous, some of us said to 


1 A companion (?-678) lYum the Hanu Juhayna, and a famons ptNjt. warrior, 
and schDlar. He was i n I hc nrniy that conqucrcd ICtrypl i n (540-41 under ‘Amr 
b, al-’Aa, and fought #L the siege «d' ConKtaiiUnople in GG9 under l.he trown 
prince Yascid, who w to be the scLimd Umayyad Calipb, l Uqba, as rtid a 
mimber of other CumpnnionB, pnsaessecl his own written cnpy nflhe Qgr‘an, 
whicli diffored i n sumo respocU fi‘Oi’0 the officiftl 'Uthnumic recenhion. 

-A Mcdinese cnnvert tn Tslnm (rem thi> tribe of Aws 17-673). whn fmiglit in all 
(he FrophetVc cfimpaignt; l’roni Uhutl en, He leoli pnrt in the conqnest3 of 
Syria and Efiypl as weJl as the llrst siege of Constantinople, 

3 Abu Ayyub ai-Ansari Khalid b. Zayd (7-072), a Medinese «jnvort to Islam 
from the tribe of I^azrai. He was present at alL of the mnjnr hetlles with the 
Mcccans and the ramnindor «f tho ?j»phat's campaigns, He w s s tnarernefy 

o!d whon Jie tnok p*ir( i n Lhy Piege nf ConpUinfinaple hy Viusid, and dtcd and 
buricd the re. His reputod tomb i n Istanbid ia venerated as that ol'a saint 

and a iriartyr. 
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otherB in soerecy, bot not to the Apostle of AHah (May Allah btess 
and tsflvc himl): "Indeed our wealth has been losl, and Allah 
Almighty has made Islam powerful, whtle its dofenders have grown 
numerous. What if we w e re to settle down with our wealth and 
malte good what we have lost of it?" So God Almighty sent down 
and answer, rebutting what we had snid, to His Prophat: “and do 
not be cast by your own hands into annihilation" [Q.2; I&5J, The 
"annihilation” was setting down with our wealth t augmenting it, 
and abandoning the campaign.’ And Abu Ayyub went on Taring in 
God 's way unti t he was buried in the land ol'Rum. Transmitted by 
AhTirmidhi. 

Notice, Brother. t.hat Abu Ayyub was a t an advaneed agu when 
he said this, havinggone well past hisyouth and his middle years„ 
And dospitc this, his spirit, and bis feith were inndels fbr vigorous 
youth as suport ibr Allah and the might of Islam, 

(31) On the authority of Abu Hurayra (May Allah be pleased 
with h i m), on the authority of the Apostle of God (Mnv Allah bless 
and save himl), that he said: "Ho who dios without having gone on 
campaign, and without having ejchorted; himself to do so, dies in a 
specics of hypocriBy* Transmitted by Muslim, Abu DaTii, and 
many of the i r peers. 

And the re are? precious Traditions on this subject and the Sike, 
as well as on campaign i ng by sea and its manifold superiori ty over 
eampaigmng by land, and on campaigning against the People of 
the Book. 

The Rule of Jihad According to lho Legists of the Umma 

Precious veraes from the Our'an and Noble Traditions ooncemed 
with the ejscollenee of jihad have passed in review before vou, Now 
I would like to convey to you some portion of what the tegists of 
the |Four Orthodoxl Schools 1 have said - evon the latter - day 


1 Sun n i In tahun four legal schools of canon law as ec[iially orlhodoft, 

Thcsc ni't? the IlanilHe, founded by Abu Hanifa (H- 7f57), Lhc Ma!ikite T 
foundod by Malik h. A nas t d. 796 l f Lhc S ha H ’i te, fbunded by Al-ShafVi (d. 
620 1, and the NanbidiEt 1 , Tnumifd b.y Alimud b, hhinbnt fd. fltiG). Sec Noel J, 
■■ Coi tli^m, A Flislovy oi' hluniic Lu w . 
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authorities emong them * regarding the rules of jiiiad and the 
necessity for prep&redness, s u that yon may know to w liat extent 
the lalamic umma has lust the ordinances of its own rel i gin n on 
the queation of jihad along with the consensua of opinion of the 
Muslims thruughout every period of tlieir history. Now fisten, 

(1) The author of the Majma’ abAnhur fi Sharh Multaqa 
T-Abhur, 1 in deiermining the rules of jihad according to the 
Hanafi Schocl, said: “Jihad in its liberal significance means to put 
forth one’s maximal effort in werd and deed; in the Sacred Law it 
i s the slaying of the unbelievcrs, and related connotatkms aneh as 
beating them, plundering their wealth, destroymg their shrines, 
and smashing their idola. The desired aim is to strive to the utmost 
to strengthen the faith by such means as fighfing the inhabitants 
of the Dar al-Harb* and the tolerated Scripturaries 3 (if they r r? bel), 
as well as the apostates, who are the vilest of unbelievers, for 
recanting after tliey have affirmed (tlieir bolief], and oppressors, lt 
is initiated by us as a communal obligation, that is, it is obligalory 
on us to begin fighting with them after transmitting the invitation 
[to embrace Islami, oven if they do not fight again&L us. It is 
incumbent on the Imam to send a military cxpediliun to the Dar 
abHarb every year one or two times, and it is incumbent on the 
subject populace to aid him, If smne perform it, the remainder are 
released from the obligation. If the communal obligation cannot be 
fulfilled by that group, it falls upon the elosest [adjacent group], 
and the elosest | after that J, ete,, and if the commua! obligation 
cari not t>e fulfilled except by all the people, i t the n becomes an 


J A work on Hamfite jurisprudence by Burhan al-Din Ibrahim h Muhammad 
b. Ibrnhim al-Hnlabi id. £549). 

a Dar apHarb, or the “Ahode of War," is the phrasc used to rfciiDle that p;irt of 
the world as vet uawn^uered hy Islam, where Istamic law is not puramounl, 
and w hero the Government or ruler i s non-Mualim. The counter - phrtiae, Dur 
al-lsl&m, or the "Abode nf fslam,” lyjf&rs to the porlion of the world rulecl by 
Islami c mlcrs or gnvernmEnts, where Islami c law i a lho law of the stntc- As 
Al-Banna’ indica1.ee very clearly i n h ia wrilinpa. the two separo te ' l Abot!es h 
etui only have Lruce^rehltions with one anuthor al best, sincc absolute world 
dominion Ls tho avowed aim of hitam, 

■' Hert! dhiinittis, a coinmim term finr Pooplc of the Boolt. S® also the Glassflfy 
of Arabie Term b. 
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individual nhligation, lik-e prayer. As to the setual ordinance, it 
exists by virtue of what He, the Almighty, sakl: Therefnre alay the 
polytheistsT ]Q.!J; 5], and by what he (On w h om be blessings and 
peace!} said: ‘Jihad is in effect until tho Day of Resurreetion/ 1 If 
the whole body [of belie versi abandons it, they are in n State of 
sin..., I£ up to where he says: “If the enemy cooquers any territory of 
Islam, or any regions of it, it beconies an individual obligation T and 
Lhe woman and the -slave shall gu forth without the pevmission o J' 
h u s ban d or master. In the same way, the ehild shall go forth 
without the permission of his pare n U F and t.he dcbl.or without the 
permission of his creditor.” 

And in the Kitab al-Rahr; “Should a Muslim woman be 
captured i n the ftast, it is incumbent cm the pcople of' the farthest 
West, to reseuc her until she has come intn their protection and 
custody." 

\2) The author of the Riilghat al-SuliU li Aqrab al-Musalik 
fi Mndhhab ablmam Malik 2 said: “Jihad in Alhih’s way for the 
purpose of exalting Allah Almighty'g Word every year i s a communal 
ob ligat ion. If som o fulfill i t* the re m ain d e r n re absolved of i t. It 
beeomes speciflcally designated {i. e., it hecomes an individual 
obligaticn like prayer and lasling), wben an Imam is appointed and 
the enemy attaeks the population of a spccific region, where u pon i t 
becomes obligatory o n t hem and on those i n their virjnty. if they 
are powerless |t.o carry i t n u t], And it is obligatory o n the woman 
and the slave under these circumstances, oven though the guardian, 
the husband, the master and lho creditor - if he [ the mujahid | 
should be a debfcor - Ibrbid them. It also becomes obligatory thcough 
having mnde a vow |lo engage i n it|. Parents bave the right to 
ibrbid |thciv ehild] from [taking part in| it only under conditiorts of 
communal obligation. Ransoming a captive from the Dar al-Harb 
when h e has no money wtth which to rana om himself i s a 
communal obhgation, even if it caJJs for Lite entire wealth of [alll 
the Muslims,” 


J Concordsncc, f>. 233, where the Sahih ef Al-Buklmri and i hv Sun;m u f Abu 
Dtfuct aru cited, 

- Ahmnd b. Mubnmmnd aJ-Sawi ifl. 1825). 
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(3) And in the text of Al -Min haj of the Imam aLNsiwawM af 
the ShafVite SchooJ: "Jihad diiring the time of the Apostle orAlInh 
f May AJlah bless and aave him!) was n communal obligation, 
though i t is aiso alleged that it was an individual obligation, Sirtce 
h lh day, there are two conditions relative to the unbelievera: 

(i) If they remain in their own territories, it ia a communal 
obligation, if a suflfident number of Muslim b undertake it. the 
remainder are mleased fmm the onerous duty. 

iii) I f they invade one of our territories, its population areobUged 
to repulse the m with jdl their force. and if it is possible to prepare 
f'or combat, every pos&ible effbrt must be made by the indigent, tlie 
chiid, the debtor, and the slave t even without permiseioni.” 

(4) And in Al-Mughm of Ibn Qudama 1 2 ofthe Hanbalite Schoof 
who said: "The problem; jihad is a communal obligation. If a group 
of people engago in it. the remamder are released. It becomes an 
individual obligation undur three conditions: 

(i) If two armies meet and two iines [of soldiersj oonfront nne 
another, tliose presenl are fbrbidden to take off, and i t becomes a n 
individual obligation on eaeh one to remain at his station. 

fiil r f the unbelievera attack □ territory, it. becomes an individual 
obi iga t ion n n its pop ulat ion to fight and repulse the m, 

(in) If the Imam calls 3 grmip of pcople to arms, they are 
obliged tojoin his military forces. 

And the leaat he muat do is [to wage jihad I once every year." 

Abu 'Abd Allah (i,e M the Imam Alnnad b, Hanbal) said: 'l know 
□f nothing aftor the divine commanclmenta m o re excellerit than 
jihad, and campaigning by sea i s more excellent than campaigning 


1 Yiibya b. Sliaruf :i]-Nawawi l 12.13 - 1277 notcd scholar iinnl jurist, borti in 
the Syrian villagc of Navva, end eclucated in Dumaucutf. 1 -Il* w ok theauthor or 
luimcrous works im Traditions and Issli-jmic' law, pcrh«ps the buat know n of 
ihem bemf> tbi' brief Eforly Prphctic Tratliimns iAt-ArabiTun, I kulit h 
translntul liy A, JtITory i n A (tciiiler oh Islam, pp. 1-12 - IBO. 

- L Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Qudnma(lM6 - 1223 k tiutad SyrisiJa 
Hanbalite juiist and authnrity o n TVaditionfl, the author o C numetmis workf* 
t m haditb, juriHpructenc^biofiraphies uftbe Companion^aml (Juranlc suidies. 
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on la,nd. Aiias b„ Malik (May Allah be pleaseri with him!) saich “The 
Apostle of Allah (May Allah biasa and save him!l wa st asleep, Then 
Iig awoke laughing, and Umm Haram 1 * 3 Haid: 4 Wliat makesyou laugh, 
O Apostle of Allah? 1 He aaid; ‘People of my mnma embarked on a 
military campaign in Allah's way h riding on the surfaee o f this sea 
as kings on their thrones/ or £ like the kings on their thrones,* [This 
isi generally agreed upon, and at the end of the Tradidon, Umm 
Haram a&ked the Prophet (May Allah b J esa and save him!) to 
beseech God on her behalf that she might be one of them. So he 
prayed for her; and sho lived long enough to ride u pon the sea i n 
the Mualim fleet which conquered the isi and of Cyprus, She died 
and was buried thcre, and there are a mosque and a mrtyrmm 
attrihuted to her (May Allah have merey upon hcr and be pleased 
with herl). 

(S) And it saya in Ai-Muhalla of Ibn Hazm the Zahirite:® “The 
problem: Jihad is obligatory on the Muslim», bnt if engough 
engage in it to repulse the enemy, campaign against him in his 
own territory, and protoct the borderlands of the Muslims, the 
remainder are reieased from it. And if not r then the obligation 
remains God Almighty sairi; ‘March forth, light and heavy, and 
strive with your wealth and your persons in A 11 ah 's wayF |Q.9r 411. 
Jt is not allowabJe save with the permission of parents, unless the 


1 Umm Hara m birvt Militan h. Khulid a Medinese cooverl to Islam iVom 

the tribe of Khaitraj. She was noteworthy for hfer presence at many of the 
Prophet’s oampaigna. She died and was buried ia Cypms, having aocompanied 
the l i x peci s t ion hendod by Mu'awiya, then gavernor of Syria, which suceeodcd 
i n ennquermg the istnnd from the Byzanlines. This hadith i f fmmd in the 
T wo Sahih s. 

3 'A E i b. Abttuid b. Sa'iiJ b. Hazrn (994-1054), the nuted And n Sudian boltetrist, 

juri st, and theologian, born in Cordoba d uring lho lasi d&ys of the Spanish 
Umayyads. Both hc and hls father heid the posi t ion of GratuJ Vizier under 
sime of the last pretenders EO the Caliphal Lhrone. II i s most important works 
nre bis Bank on Religi ons and Sects (Al-FasI fi’l-Milal w» 1 Ahwa’ wa’l 
Nihal), and a justly Famous bnok on aristoeratic Inve and lovers, The Duve's 
Neckriug (TawCj a l-l lamamu), translatcd by Arthur J. Arbcrry as The 
Ring of the Do ve (London: Luzac & Co., LccL 1053). The deaignatioit o f 
“zahirite 1 " refers to h\s adherence to tlie rigortmsly conservativc: legal sebon I 
Ibundod by DaW al-Zahiri (d. 8S3). The zu h iri lu Sehool did not snecued i n 
winuing reoognition ua a fitlli Orthodox Sciwo!. 


174 



enemy atlacks a group of Muslims. Then it ia obligatory on 
everyonc who can aid them to set aut to succor them, parents 
permitting ur not, uniess one or both would suffer through his 
absence. lt ia not lawful for him to aba n do m either of them who 
would suffer thereby,” 

t6) And AbShawkani 1 said in Al-Sayl al-Jarrar? ‘The avaiiable 
arguments regarding the religious ordinance of jihad, both in 
writing and in customary observance [sunna], arc too numerous to 
be set down here. Nevertheless, it is a communal observance, and 
ifsome engage in it, the remainder a re released from it, BeFure a 
certnin number engage in it, it is an individual obligation incumbent 
on every adualt by law, and similarly, i t is incumbent on everytme 
calted tn arms by the Imam to join the armed forees, and thereupon 
it becomes an individual obligation.” 

Nuw you can see from blU this how the men of learaing, botli 
those who enipJnyed independen!, judgment and those who strietly 
fbllowed tradition, the earliest and the latest, agree unanimously 
that jihad if a cpramunal obligation imposed u pon the Tslamsc 
unimu in order to broadeast the summons [to embrace Islam j t and 
that it is an individual obligation to repulse the attaek of unhelie- 
vers upon it. Today the Muslims, as you know, aro eompelled 
to humblc themselves before nnn’EMu&lim& h and arc ruled by 
unbelievers, Their lands have been trampled over, and their honor 
besmirehed. Their adversariea are in charge of their affairs, and 
the rites of their religion have fallen into abeyance within their 
own domains, to say nothing of their impotence to broadeast the 
summons fto embrace Islam]. Kencc it has become an individual 
obligation, which there i s no evading, on every Muslim to prepare 
his equipmont, to inake up his mind to engagu in jihad, and to get 
roady for it unti! the opportunity is ripe and Allah decrces n 
matter which is surc to be accomplished. 

Pmbably. to terminate this inquiry, I should mention to you 
that the Muslims, throughout every period of their history before 


3 Muhammad h, 'Ali al-Shawkmoi ( 1760- 1343, l, a nuted JurisL and Lhculnghm of 
Yumen, who wrote numeroiiB wnrlts an harfith, biosrophy, iind jurisprudencc. 
Kg lirst Chief Qadi, and later gnvemor »f the Capital, San%\ 
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the present period of oppression in which their dignity has come to 
its end, never abandoned jihad nor did they ever grow lax in 
waging i t, not even their reli Eious authorities, mystics, craftsmen, 
ctc. All of them were fully prepareri jto do sol at a moment's notice. 
Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak, 1 * 3 * 5 the canon lawyer and ascetic, waa a 
volunteer in jihad fbr most of his life, and 'Abd ai-Wahhab b. Zayd, 
the mystic and ascetic, w as the same, And in bis time, Shaqiq al- 
Ballchi^ the Sufi shaykh'’ used to despatch himself and his disciples 
nff to jihad. 

And Al-Badr al-Ayni, 1 the commentator on Al-Bukbari, the 
canon lawyer and traditionisfc,, would fcake part in jihad one year, 
study for one year and go on pilgriniage one year, vvhile the judge 
Asad b. al-Furat 0 of the Malikite Sehool was an admiral in his day, 
and the Imam al-Shafi’i would ahoot ten larrnws] and not miss once. 

S U eh were the early generationa of Muslims {AUah’s gra.ce be 
u pon the m H, and w liat a re we alodgside snch a history? 

Why Do the Muslims Wage War? 

l’eople bave been for some time stigmatizing Islam becan.se of 
the religious ordinance of jihad and the [dlvinej permission to 


1 Abci Allah b. a I -Mubarak (73S-7971, a noLud ihi’Ologian, writer, and hgluer i n 
the hoty wa r agrain-st byzEintium, He was the finsl i n Islam U) write a book on 
the Miibject nfjihad. 

a Shnqiq b. Ibrahim al-Balkhi (7-810), early ascetic a ml Suli and nne uf the 
mosi rencnvned shaykhs of Khuraenn m N. E, Pcrsia. Residcs preaching the 
myslical Life, he waa a prominent warrior in jihad. 

3 Sgc thf? fllosaary of Arabie Teritis. 

Mahmud b. Ahmnd b. Musa Badr ul-Din al-'Ayni (1361-14B1), notecJ hietorian 
and nutherity on hniliith, bom m Hyrio. Htj DCCUpLcd a ittimbcr of liigh 
administrative and judici&ry posts i n Egypt, anti was (m intimate o f the 
Mami n k sultan a Al-Malik ul-Mu'ayyad and Al -Malik al-Ashraf. Hg devoted 
liis lalt-r year r entirely to study and writing, prndudnp; many works on hadil-h. 
jurisprudence, and biography. The wurk referretf L o here is his 'Umdal al- 
Qai'i Fi Shaiin iLl-Uiildimt 

5 Asad b, al-Fcrai b. Si nan I75H-S28), of Klmrasanlan origin, a rcnawncd jurist 
and general imdcr the .Aghlnbid Dynaaty of Tonis. 1 le studied in the East, 
and ori his neturn tu Tunis was appoirited CliieFQadi of Q.ayrawan, In 827. Ii« 
commanded the Mualim army of Lnvaairm L n FiicLlv, and tnnqut;red part ofit. 
bu t fliod of wounds Fticeived d uring Ibe si ego of Symcuse. 
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wage war unti! the Imessage o H the precious Qur’anic verse is 
fulfilled: “We shall ahow tbem Our signs in tho farthest homons 
and in themselves, unti] it is made elear to tfrem that it ia the 
Truth" ]Q. 41:53| . And now hore they are atknowledging that it, is 
the a u resi- way to peace! Allah ordained jihad for the Muslirns nol 
as a tool of oppression ora means of s atisfy i ng personal ambili ons, 
bu t rather as a defence for the mission |oF spreading Islam), a 
guarantee of peace, and a means of implementing the Supreroe 
Messagc, the burden o r which the Muslim» bea r, Lhe Mossage 
guiding raankind to truth and justice. Por Isiam T oven as it ordain» 
jihad, extols peace: the Blesscd and Almighty said: “But i F they 
inci m e toward pcacc, ineline lhou toward it, and put thy trusl in 
God" [Q.8: 61J. 

The Muslim would go forth to fight, oue concern within bis soli! 
- to strive to his utmost ucitil 4, AJlah s s Word t s the most exnlted" 
iQ.9: 40]. His religinn had ordained that he avoid dikvting this 
purpose witJi any other; for the love of pomp is forbidden him, and 
the love of show is forbidden him, and thirst for spoils is forbidden 
him f and istri ving to conqucr uryu&tly i s forbidden bim T while unly 
one thing is allowed him - to oflfer his blood and bis soul as a ptedge 
for his creed and a guidance Ibr mankind, 

O n lho authority of Al- Hari t h 1>, Muslim aMlarith, on the 
authority of his father, who said: “Tho Apostle of' Allah (May Allah 
hleas and save him!) sen t u s on a military expe dition. When we 
reacbed lho area to he raided, I urged on mv horse and gnL ahead of 
my companions. The people o f' the [encmyf dan mel me with eries 
of lamentation. and I said to them: l If you say: "Thero i s no god but 
Allah,” you are safe/ S a they said i t. My companions reproached 
me and snid: 'You have prevented n s from tnking any spoils!’ When 
we camc back lu the Apostle of" Allah (May Allah bluss and save 
hini!}, they tol d him vvhivt T had dorie. He called m t: ovrr and found 
what [ had done praiseworthy, Then hc said to mc: 'Allah Almighty 
has indeed de creed for you so much and so much re w a i'd for every 
human being/ And he said: l l myself shall writo somelhing for you 
i n the way of a bequost after my doa Ih/ H e d i d so, soaled i t, and 
hanrted it over to me/ Publtshed hy Abu JJa’ud. 



And on the authority of Shaddad b. al-Hadi (May Allah be 
pleased with him!): U A mau of the [nomad] Arabs camu and belicvcd 
i n thc Prophet (May Allah bless and save him!). Then he said: 
'1 shall emigrate with you,' And the Prophet (May Allah bless and 
save himf) gave him into the ehargc of some of his Companions ■ il 
was Iduringl & campaign in whieh the Prophet (May Allah bless 
and save him!) took some booty whieh was divided up, and of 
whieh he received a share. And he [i.e. t the Arab] said: 'What is 
thia?* He said: ‘1 have apportioned it to you, 1 He said: ‘It was not for 
th is that I followed you; rather I followed you that I might be 
pierced here (and he motioned with his hand to his neck) with an 
arrow, and that 1 might dic and enter Paradise.’ He said: If you 
believe Allah > He will betieve you. 1 So they remained there for a 
spacc; then they rose to do battle with the enemy. H e was carried 
over to thc Prophet, having been struck with an arrow exactly 
where he had pointed. The Prophet (May Allah bless and save 
him!) said: Is it he? 11 They said: Tes.’ He said: ‘He believed in Allah: 
therefore He believed him.’ Then he was shrouded i n tlie garmen t 
of the Prophet (May Allah bless and save him!), and he [he., the 
Prophetl waiked before him and prayed over him. This is part of 
what he said tn his prayer: J My Allah, this is Thy servant who 
went Ibrth as an Emigrant in Thy way and was slain a martyr. 
And I am a witness untn it.’ Puhljshed by Al-Nasa'i. 

On the authority of Abu Hurayra (May Allah be pleased with 
him!): “A t nan said: *G Apostle of Allah, what of a man who wants 
Ito engage ini jihad in AlEah’s way, but desires the gnods of this 
world?’ He said: 'There is no reward for him. f And he li,e., the mani 
repeatod this [questionJ to him three times, but h e said: 'There is 
no reward for him.”' Published by Abu Du’ud. 

Gn the authority of Abu Musa al-Ash'ari (May Allah be pleased 
with him!), who said: “The Apostle of AllahfMay Allah bless and 
save him!) was asked about a man who fighbs courageously, one 
who fights zealously, and one who fights hypecritically. Whieh of 
these was in the way of Allah? He said: 'He who fights so that 
‘Allah’s Word is the moet exalted” IQ.9: 401 is in Allah's way.”’ 
pubhshed in the Five Books [but not by AhBukhari). 
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ITyou re ad about thc baltles waged by the Campanions (May 
Allah 'a grace be with themf), and their behavior in the tcrritories 
they coiiqnered, you will see tn what extent they abstained from 
indulging their personal desires and cravings, and t.ho extent nf 
their dedication to their fundamental and original goal - the 
guidance of mankind to the truth until “Allah 's Word is the most 
exalted” [Q.9: 40 L And you will see just how m i siak e n t s the 
imputution to them (May Allah's grace be upon t hem]) of wanting 
simply to conquer peoples, subjugate nattons, and obtain wealt.b, 

Mercy in the Islamic Jihad 

Since the goal nf the Islamic jihad was the noblest of goals, the 
means employed were also the most exoellent of mcans. For Allah 
hati forbidden aggressiom He t the Almighty, has said: “Do not 
instigate hoslilities, for Allah leves not those who instigate 
hostilities" |Q-2: 1901, and Re commanded that justice be ubserved, 
even toward the enemy and the adversary, He, the Alniighty, has 
said: "Let not hartred of a people coerce you into troating ihem 
unjustly, Be just; it is closcr to piety” |Q.5: 2h He has guided the 
Muslims to net with ihe utmost mercy . 

For when they fighl, they dn not instigate hostilities, nor do 
they ateal or plunder property, nor do they commit. rape, nor do 
they indulgc i n wanton destruetion. In their warfare they are the 
bost of Fighters, just as in peace they are the most excel!ent of 
peacemakcrs. 

On the authority of Burayda (May Allah be pleased with h i ml), 
who sairi: !f Whenever thc Apostle of Allah (May God bless and save 
him!) appointed a commander over an army or a band or raiders, 
he eharged him to behave with piety toward Allah Almighty in his 
inward sel f, and with benevolent carc for the Muslim s who were 
with him," Then he fi.e., thc Prophetl said: “Campaign in l ho name 
oT Allah in Allah’s way! Fight those who disbulieve in Allah; 
campaign, but do not indulge in excesses, do ]iot act treacherously, 
do not. mutilate, and do not slay children,"Transmitted by Muslim. 

On the authority o f' Abu Hurayra (May Allah be pleased with 
him!), who sak): *The Apostle of Allah (May God bless and save 
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him!) said: 'Whcrt une of you fights, let him avoid Jstrikingj the 
lace.’” Published by l.he Two Shaykhs. 

On the authority of Ibn Mas\id (May Allah be pleasod with 
him!), who said: “The Apostle of Allah (May Allah bless and save 
him!) said: ‘The most conttnent of mankind arc tho fighters of the 
People ofthe Faith/” Published by Abu Da’ud. 

O n the authority of ‘Abd Allah b. Yazid al-Ansari 1 (May Allah 
bo pleased with him!), who said: ""The Apostle of Allah (May Allah 
bless and save him!) forbade plundering and mutifation.’’ Published 
by Al-Bukhari. 

So alsu it is forbldden to slay women, children, and nld men, 
and tn despatch the wmjnded, or to dlsturb monks and hermits, 
and the peacoful who offer no resistan ce, Just contrast this roercy 
with the murderous warfare of the civilized peoples and their 
disgusting atrocities! And what i s their International luw alongside 
this all - embracmg T divinely ordained justice? 

My Al t ah , instruct the Muslim s i n their religion, and save the 
world from lhose i nj ustiees with the cnlighlcnment of Islam! 

Supplcrnents to Jihad 

The belief is widespread among many Muslims thal fighting 
the enemy is the lesser jihad, and that there is a greater jihad 
the jihad of the spirit. Many of them invoke as proor uf this the 
following n&rration Eathar]: "'We have returned from the lesser 
jihad to e m bar k o n the greater jihad,' They said: l What i s the 
greater jihad?’ He said: "The jihad of the heart, or the jihad of 
the spirit."’ 

Some of them try T by recourse to this, to divert people from the 
importance of fighting, preparing for combat, and resolving to 
undertake i t and embark o n Allah’ s way. This narrEition i s not 


1 A Mefiinesso convert Eo islam '.7-690) From the tribeof Aws, and a wcll-kucwn 
’warriur l'nr the faith, D u ring bis life he was <ied Lc^iocl [Kirtisan of 'Al i b. Abi 
Tnlil), nnd iil'tcr the latter’s dcath he sujiparted the anti-Caliph Ibri mNkliIxi>t 
m Mcccn agiiinst T.he Umnyyad Pynasty. 
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really a sound Tradition; The Prince of Believers i n matters of 
Tradition, Al-Hafiz b. Hajar, 1 2 said in the Taadid al-Qaws: w It is 
well- known and otlen repeated, and was a saying of Ibrahim 
b. ’Abla." 

Al-lraqi E s aki i n the Takhrij Ahadith al-Ahyo 1 : <d Al-Bayhaqi 
transmitted it with a weak chain of guarantora on the authority of 
Jabir, and Al -k hati b transmitted i t in his history on the authority 
of Jabir.” Nevertheless, even if it were a sound Tradition, it would 
never warrant abandoning jihad, or preparing 1'or it in order to 
rescue the territories of the Muslim g and repel the attacks of 
uiibelievers. Its meaning i s simply that it is necessary to struggle 
with the spirit so that it may be sincerely devoted to God 5 n every 
onc of its acts. S o Jet it be known . 

Other supplementary matters toncerned with jihad are the 
following; to command the good and forbid the evil It is sairi the 
Traditions: “One of the loftiest forms ol' jihad i s to utter a word of 
truth in the presenee of a tyrannica! ruler.” 

Bu t nothing i n the m confers o n the i r advncate the supreme 
martyrdom and the rewand ofthe strivers in jihad, unless he slays 
or is slain in the way of Allah. 

Epilogue 

Brethren! Allah gives the umma that i s skillecl in the praetice 
of death and that knows how to die a noble death, and exalted lifo 
i n this workl and etemal felidty i n the next, What ifs the fanlasy 

1 Ahmad b, ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hajar at J Asqalam U382-M49}. the fainous 
historian, thenEci^un, and traditionist. the proliftc author of works ofhadith, 
Islam k Inw, QLir''itnie studies, and biography, espociahy the llves of Lmns- 
initters of hadith and the early Companions. His best-knowii works i n tliis 
genre at’G the multiwolumcd Tahdhib al-Tahdhib and Al-Isaba fi Tamyiz 
Asma’ al-Sahaba. The honorilic liile nf “Al-Hafi* 11 meaa^ one wh« 
memurized Ehe Qiir'an. 

2 ‘Abd al-Riihim b, al lluHayn hL-HeiIjz al-Traqi (1325- 1404), a «diulur of Kurdish 
o r i gin who livod mostof his lifc in EgypL. Hc visited the neighobnring ragiona 
Cor ^Ludy mi d ttiKyai'eh i n liatliih, and wa* lho auOw of « n u m bor <>l' Imoke 
on 'IViidil inriH, jiirtHprudriHio, tho Prophctic bto^raphy, and Cjuranic uUidiun. 
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that has redueed us to loving this world and hating death? If you 
gird yourselves for a lofty deeci and yearn for death, life shali be 
given to you. 

Jknow then that death is inevitable, and that i t can only happen 
once, If you sufler it in the way of Allah, it will be to your profit in 
Lhis world, and your rcward in the next, Nothing shall touch you 
but what God has decreod for you: ponder well what Allah, the 
Blessed, the Almighty, has said; “Then after the affliction, He sen t 
down eecurity upon you, as slumber which overcamc a party of 
you; while a party whnm concern for themseives had preoccupied 
were surmising nntruth of Allah, the sormise o f pagan dom, saying: 
*Do we have any share in this matter a t all?’ Say: The matter is 
AllalVs entirely.’ They hidc within themseives what they do not 
reveal to the e, and say: 'If we had had any share i n this matter, w e 
would not have been slain here/ Say: *Even i f you had been in your 
houses, those for whom slaughter had been decreod would have 
gone forth to their resting - places ' - and so that Allah might test 
what is in your breasts and evamme what is in your hearts. Allah 
knows what lies within your breasts"' [Q,3: 1 54], 

If you strive fbr an honorable death, you will win to perfect 
happiness, May Allah bestow upon us and upon you the honor of 
martyrdom m His way! 
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Glossary of Arabic Terms 


In a few pJaces i n the notes* the reader's attuntion has been 
drawn to relevan t articles in the Encyclopedia of Islam, in the 
Old or New Bditions, Any of the following terms may also be sought 
therein for more detailed ejiposition, additicmal bibhography s etc> 
Where I have !< j” in m y transliteration System, the El will have 
“dj T ” and K k" for my "q.” 

asahi yy a; partisanship, group loyal tv and solidarity* With 
reference to the pagan Arabs, their unswerving devotion to tribe 
and dan under any and alJ circumstances. It was this type of 
loyalty based on deseent that islam tried to destroy h and to 
suhstitute a similar quality of devotion to the religious comnumity, 
In modern times* it has taken on the comparatively new dimension 
of ‘Tanaticism," with all the pejorattve nvertones of this term in 
European languages, Since this is only a possible, not a necessary h 
evolution in the meaning of the word, it is stiH often used by 
contemporary writers with the favorable older meaning of “extreme 
ded kation” or "ardonl enthusiasm.” 

athar: a relic, trace, tradition, often used in the same sense as 
hadith, or by some, as referring only to a saying or deeri of one of 
the Companions, and not the Prophet. In the usage of many writers h 
howovcr, this term, khabar (report, item of Information), and 
hadith may all serve as synonyms. 

bay’a: an oath of allegiance or fealty to a sovereign. This term 
was used of the oath of loyal ty taken by the ehiefs and lords of the 
tribes before the Caliph, and formal ly involved the mutual taking 
oT hands as vvell as the swearing of an oath of obedience and 
submission, 

dhikr: literally* “mentiomng, citing,” Tn the contejrt of Suilsro, 
a Htany ccmsisting of glorifications of the Na m es of Allah, 
selections from the Qur'an, and s pedal prayers. Public, communal 
dtnkrs are often performed by members of the Sufi orders i n the 
larger mosques, and gen oral ly cntail specific bodily pos tur e s and 
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movements, as weil as varied breathing techniques, in uttering tbe 
formulae and sacred Namcs, 

dhimmi: a person with whom a covenant or bond (dhimma) 
has been made. Uaed as one of several synonymous terms in 
the juridical context tc designate a tolerated monotheist (Jew, 
Cbristian, Sabian, or Zoroastrian) wbo lives wit.hin an Islam i c 
environment, paying tribute and observing eertain sumptuary 
]£tws as a token ofirtferior status and self- abasement 

(linin” in early Islam, the hasic gold unit of curreney» The name 
is from the Latin Menari u s." 

dirham: the basic silver unit of currency, The name is from 
the Gnetk Mrachme." Aecording to the Troditions, the rate of 
eschange between the dirham and the dinar at the time of the 
Prophet was ten or twelve to one t but this rafcio fluctuatsd vvidely 
in subsequent peiods, 

fard: a eommnndment or crdm&nee» especially a religious duty 
the performance o f which i s incumbent 011 all Musfims. 

fardMyn: a n “individual'" eluty, hinding on ali adui t Muslim a, 
such as prayer and fa s t m g. 

fard kifayai a “communai” duty t hinding n n tho Mu&lims as a 
group, which is fulfllled i f a sufficient uumber perform i t, thereby 
excusing t.he remainder, Jihad is one sudi duly. 

had d: punishments for uimes oroflenses specifically prohibited 
i u the Qur 1 an > and for most of which spedlic punishments a re 
decreed, These are fomication, falfie aecusation of' Ibmication, 
theEt, highway robbety, and wine-drinking, The punishmcnt for 
wiee - drinking- nowhera inentioned i n the QuPan h though the u c t 
itself is forbidden L i s eighty lashes. based on the Tradilions. 

hadith: literally, "'conversation^ or “narration." A story in vvhtcb 
som e act o r saying of the Prophet Muhammad is reeorded. Ideal ly, 
the hadith should gn back t.n an actual eye-witness who was 
present at the time, and whose exaet words are scrupulously 
roperted, as well as the exact words uttered by the Prophet» As one 
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reoedes farther and farther from the Prophet'a agc, the “chain of 
guarantors," or isnad, growa longer, but ah of the poople involved 
must have bccn i n personal contact and have heard the hadilh 
rrom nne another, Thus: “A heard from B f who heard C say that D 
told him that he was one day in the presencc of the Prophet when 
he said The actual deed or saying of t he Prophet ig called the 
matu, or ll tcxt Main and isnad logether make up a complete 
hadith. Many hadith termin ate in one of the Prophet’s wives or 
one of the Companions as ultimatu sourco uf the matu» and these, 
together with the Prophetic hadith, cotnprisc the Sunna, which i s 
the secand most important souree of Islnmic law aftor ihe QurVm, 
Throughout this translation, the capitalized word Traditiuns will 
be taken to refer ( o the corpus of the recorded Sunna. 

hajj: the pdgrimage to Mecca. one of the “Five pil lars of Islam , 11 
or duties jncumbent on atl adull Muslims, The Muslim hajj is 
actuallv the conflation of two entirely separate and unrelated 
pagan Arab festivals, Ihe u nira, or vi.sitation of t]ie ka f ba T held in 
the month of Kstfab, and t.he h^iij or procession lo the saerod site of 
‘Arafal and ulher shi'ines outside of Mecoa, held in the month of 
Dhu’I-Hijja. The chief highlights of the Muslim hajj are the 
“standing” aL ‘A rafi.it from midday till sunset, on the ninth of 
Dhu’UHijja, and the animaJ sacrifice in Mina, on the road back to 
Mccca, on the tcnth. This sacrifice is also performed all over the 
Islamic wnrld on the morning oT Ihe same day. 

lianif (pLlumafa’); in Muslim and Qur 5 anic usage, a pare 
Abrahamic monotheist as contrasted with pagan s on the one side, 
and Jews and Christians on the other. Il was often used by later 
writers as a synonym of “Muslim.” According to the historical 
tradition, the term was also applied to a number of individualis of 
the Prophet‘s time vvho rejected Arabian Pagan i s; m and beCftmc 
unaflHmted monotheists before thcir ultimate conversion to Islam 
or Christianity. 

hishu: the ofTice of the official called the muhtasib, who 
inspected public markets, with particular altention to weights and 
measures, the puality of goods, and the salos practices of the 
merchants. He was also reguired to superintend p ubi i c moral i ty and 
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behavior, to enforce the sumptuary iaws aguinst dhimmis, and to 
see that communal religi dur obligations were stricily observed. 

ijma’: "consensus” or *agreement" The t.hird m es t important 
soui'ce of Islamic la w, where it denotes the unanimity of practice 
and belief of all t part of„ the total commumty of believers. The 
number required to v&lidate a practive or belief varies with the 
Schools, ranging from the entire umma to local populations, e.g., 
the population of Medina, or to a s pedal group, the Compa- 
nions of the Prophet, the body of the ‘ultima', etc, 

imam: a term with numerous connotations, all revolving about 
the idea of “leadership” Ab a title, it may refer to the individual who 
leads the communal prayers in a mosquc, a renowned religious 
tencher or sdiolar, e.g r , the founders of the Four Orthodox Schools 
of Islamic law, or even the Caliph himaclf Among the Shi’ites, 
with their much greater emphasis on the theocratic aspects of the 
eupreme Islamic office* the term imam is used instead of Caliph. 

isnad: the “chain of guarantors/* or the list of individuals who 
dai m to have heard a tiadith from one another seriatim, reverting 
to an ultimate transirtitter who was the eye-witness, and who 
reportai the exact wnrds or aets of 1;he Prophet or a Com pamen, In 
almost all of the hadith presented in the traet L ‘On Jihad/' only the 
name of the Ilrst* or carliest, transmitter is supplied. 

jihad: li terai ly, “eamest efTbrt.” In Islamic law, the so-called 
“holy waF' - theoretically the only war permitted in Islam, since war 
between Muslims is furbidden. Because Islam aimed at universal 
dominion* jihad was a communal obhgation which must befuJfilled 
by the subjection and conversion of tho non-Islannic world. In the 
case of Scriptuaries, they nnght retain their old religi ons if they 
submitled to the rok of Islam and agreed to pay the jizya* 
Theoretically,, all other peoples who could be designated “idolaters^ 
were compelled to accept Islam, stavery, or ejrtinction. Largely 
conceived as ofiensive, jihad could be defensive t f the domain of 
Islam were to be threatened by an external enemy, 

jinn: the ^genies” of the 1001 Nights. A dass of supernatural 
beings, created of smokeless fire (Q.55: 15) and adopted into Islam 
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from thc body of' pagan Arabian belief They were sketchily 
individualized nature- spirits who inhabited the desert, ruins, 
cavcs, and other such sites. In Islam, their religion mav vary f sumo 
beign good Muslims t uthors of the tolerated nelgions, still others 
unbelievers. Thcy are mnrtal, bnt with Gnormoissly lon g Hfs-spens, 
and can agsume any from or remain invisibie. In folklore, they are 
often invoked for purposes of black or white magic. 

jizya; thc poll-tax imposed on dhimmis as the prite fbr 
permission to keep their religion and to continue to live u n iler an 
Islam i c govomment and the Islamic Satcrod Law. Converainn to 
Islam rcmovcd this imposition, as well as all other disabit I ties. The 
jizya w as enliected annually in money o r i n kind, and was 
obligatory on a d free, able - bodied mal e adidts. The amount 
collectcd from Lhe individual taxpayer was determined by his 
mcans and income, and this ratio varied from time to time and 
place to place, m any of thc specific regulatifi n s going back to the 
circumstances af thc carly c<>nquest@, 

main: the H text" of a hudith - that is, the actual quntation of a 
saying of the Prophet or a Cornpanion, or the narrafcion of a deed 
performed. 

mu’adhdhin: “muezzin/ 1 one of the oflidals of a mosque, who 
chants the call t o prayer (‘adhan) from a minaret a t the five 
stated times: {1} a few minutes after sunsct; (2) at night, when the 
sky ig quite dark; (3) at davbreak; (4) a few minutes after full noon; 
(5) in midaftemoon. There a re also twn supererogatory prayera, 
j List aftcr midnight and abnut an hour before dawn > announced by 
thc iniTadhdhin. 

mujahid: a warrior who is engaged in jihad. 

qadi: a judge, essentially of religi ou s law f though i n Islamic 
legal theory this was all-inelusive, In pena! law, hnwever> the qadi 
was restrieted to thoae erimes involving one of the hadd-pumsh- 
ments. Apart from infringements of the relgious ordinances h h e 
also judged oases involving personal status, wills and testments, 
and preperties leftto support, religious endcwments. 
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qiyas: “analogy,” the fourth ehief souree of law in the Islamic 
legal system, By analogiral reasoning, general principles found in 
the Qur , an J the Sumut, or the acceptcd ijma* arc used as guidelines 
t» answer questions not specifk ally deall with in these primary 
snurces, Por instan c e, the Qur 7 amc prohibition agama t winc ia 
extended by qiyas to eovcr all intoxicating beverages and e the r 
substances which have an intoxicating effecL 

r n ’y: “informed opinkm. 3 ' The personal n pin ion of the jurtge i n 
the first t wo cenluries of Islam was taeitly employed as a “thirdl 
sourc:e T ” whore Qur s an and Sunna gave no clear answers, but it 
was never ollidally recognissed as sudi, esccpt in eertain hndith, 
w hero it is recommended by the Prophet himsdf to cover precisely 
SU c h cases. Nevertheless, many of the decisions of the earliest 
jiitlges based o n ra’y are p reserve d i n the hndith “literature, where 
they are rendered canonical by their attribiation to the Prophet or a 
Companion. 

i'isala: “letter, communication" In Classieal A rabi c literature, 
a literary essay. The genre reoeived this rjomenclature because 
the earliest ones were written i n the Air m n f' letlera and addresseil 
to a patron, 

shnhudn: “testimonial,” the slatcmenl of Lhe Islamie creed: 
"There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the ApostJe of 
Allah." The lirst of the “b’ive pil lars of Islam," The eonvert to Idam 
must ropeat the shuhada befbre two unimpeachable male Muslim 
witnesses. 

sliahid: ‘Svitness." A martyr for the faith, vvho d i es dofijnding 
Islam o r- extending ita sway, 

shaykh; "old man" a revered clder, especially onc o F the 
derical class of the ‘ulama*. It is also a contmon term among the 
modern Redoum for the triba! o r dan chieftain, eorresponding to the 
sayyid of the Pre-Islnmic Arab tribe. Also the head of' a Sufi order, 

sufi: almost certainly from the Arabic “aiif" ineaning “wool," 
henoe a “wootly” or “wool - dad ' 3 individual, because of the early 
adoption by Muslim aseeties and pietists of the white garments of 
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Christian monks. A m ember oF<me oi the .sufi Orders, Lhe devotees 
of a mystical "path” or disciplinc which consists of carefully graded 
esoteric teachings leading through a series of initiations to the 
status ofadept. The goaJ of the "path" ttariqaJ is to achieve d i re c t 
communion with Allah through personal devotion and a mastery of 
the techniques taught by the shayky. 

sunna: “beaten path, clear-ctit way." By anology, the customary 
law and folkways o f a people or tribe, e, g., Lhe sunna of the Fre- 
Lslamic Bedouins. In Islam, the baliefs anti praetiees of the Prophet 
and the Companions, whose living e^ample thus became a com- 
mentary on the Oiur’an and its ethical and legal preseriptiems, and 
therefore the paradigmatic models for alJ Mu n lima aftor t hem, The 
capitalized fnrm “Sunna” will refer i n this translation to the record 
of these acts and sayings o f the Apostolic Ago preserved in the 
hadith- literature. Otherwise, sunna will indicate “customary 
behavior c j r praetice/ 1 e. g., “the sunna of Allah,” or the way i n 
which Allah habitually manifes t s J lis will m n alu re and history. 

tali r i f: “distortion " a term applied to ther presumed aetivittes 
of Jewith and Christiati zealots in excising references to lhe 
advant of Muhammad and Ulam frnm their Seriptures, This is> the 
least favorable, but perhaps mogt popularly believed, interpetation 
of the word, Some Lheologinns, however, Lak e the view t.hal i L dues 
not mean a I i terai alteratien o f the sacrecl tcxls, bu t a concealment 
of their true eontent, or Lhe accidental Lextual corruptions arising 
from seribai errors t earelessmoss of transmission, etc. 

*uluma' (sing T alim>: "savants,” The schelars of' the Islamic 
religious tradition who have been gradualed Irom e m- of the great 
mosque - academies such as Al-Azhar i n Egypt, and o re therefore 
qualified interpreters of the Qur*an, Sunna, and the stipulations of 
the Sacrcd La w, Their position in Islam i s an a logo u s to t hal of Lhe 
Jewish rabbinate rathert han the ChrisLian dergy, 

umma: the religio - political community ol’ alJ Muslim, which 
during the AposLolic Age and the period of the Kour Orthodo* 
Caliphs Gtnbraced the political empire ol' Islam as well as the total 
body oTbelievera, M e m berahi p i n such a religious community, as i n 
the parallel case of' medieval European “Christian tas,” w as the 
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equivalent of "nationality," since from the ecumenical religious 
standpoint, ethnic desccnt and geographical origin were accidents 
of bistory and had nothing to do with one‘s place ra the hierarchy 
of Creation. During the f ater cersturies of [alam, when the Istamic 
world was divided into numerous, often mutually hostile, political 
divisions, the “uirnna M uham madijya” - the “Uinma of Muhammad” 
- remained the conatant factor, while the frequent chaoge of 
boundaries and dynasties were regarded as passing ep hem era, 

Limmi: the usual meaning is “illiterate " and as applied to 
Muhammad bocomes support fbr the Muslim doctrine of the 
evidentiary mirado of the Qur s an t whose perfect languagc and 
style are deemed immitable by the ccmbined ellbrts of mankind 
and the jinn (Q.17; 88). To Western seholarship, the term as used 
in the same contexl, which does not appear in the QuT J an before 
the Medinese period and the confrontation with the Jews, seems to 
denotc “a m ember of (Gentile) Gommunily'* - or those, imlike the 
Jews, herctofore not possessing a divinely revealed Scripture or 
Sacred La w. This interpretation would darify and deiine the 
posi ti o n of Muhammad as “the ummi Prophet,” both with respect 
to the Jewish community and his own Islamic umma. 

umra: the “lessor pilgrimage," o r visitation and sevenfold 
circu marabu lati on of the ka’ba, In Islam, Et may be pcrformed as a 
separate rite at any time in the year, but it is not aocepted as a 
substitute for the haj j . The complete hajj has incorporated the 
umra as the preliminary ritual prior to tho proccssion to ‘Arafat, 
Mina, etc, Thus, while the umra exists as a separate act of devotion 
without the hajj, the second half of the combined ceremonial eyele, 
which is the hajj proper, may not be performed i n isolation. 

zakat; the official ahns-tax ; collected from Muslims from the 
time of the Medinese State of Muhammad, but Jnng since lapsed 
except i n the (orm of voluntary contributions to the poor, This also 
seoms to have been its original connotation in the Meccan suras of 
the Qur’an, It is one of the “Five Pillars of Islam,” and is defincd in 
IQ.9; 60] as designed to aid the indigent, to pay the collectors of the 
tax, to win over converta to Islam, to ransom captive slaves and 
deptors, to pay for jihad, and to assist wayfarers. 
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zar: a ccrcmonial of oxorcism wideJy practiced in Egypt» tho 
Sudan, and Arabia„ and traceablc to Bub-Saharan African souroes, 
The possessing demon must be drtven out. by ecstaiie daneing bo 
the sound ofdrums and other inatrumenta, the hurning of intense, 
and the sacrifice of an animal, usually chickons or sheep. A female 
exorciHt-medium called the shaykha directs the cercmonial, 
slaughters the sacrifice, and gives the viclim its blood to drink as 
well as sprinkling her with it. (The vietinn is usually a women. but 
men tou may be possessed by the zau- demon. 1 
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